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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that a Meeting of Maitland City Council will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, High Street, Maitland, commencing at 5.30pm.  

 

 
 

 
 

Jeff Smith 
General Manager 
 

Please note: 
 

Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office to undertake their duties in the 
best interests of the people of the City and Council and to faithfully and impartially carry out the 
functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 
1993, or any other Act to the best of their ability and judgement. Councillors are also reminded of 
their obligations under the Code of Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of 
interest. 
 
In accordance with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act, you are advised 
that all discussion held during the Open Council meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying 
the minutes. This will include any discussion involving a Councillor, Staff member or a member of 
the public. 
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Present 

 

1 Invocation 

2 Acknowledgement of Country 

3 Apologies, Leave of Absence and Remote Attendance  

4 Declarations of Interest 

5 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

● The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 17 February 2026 be confirmed.  

6 Business Arising from Minutes   

7 Withdrawal of Items and Acceptance of Late Items of 
Business   

8 Mayoral Minute  

9 Office of the General Manager  

Nil 
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10 City Planning 

10.1 Site Masterplan for the Former Anambah Landfill 

FILE NO: 55/2 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Community Consultation Report (Under 
Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Environment & Sustainability  

AUTHOR: Project Manager Waste Services  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 2 Sustainable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 2.2.4 Circular economy 

Previous Items: 10.3 - Former Anambah Landfill Remediation and Future 
uses of the Site - Ordinary Council - 27 Feb 2024 5:30 PM 
(Policy & Finance)        

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Maitland City Council owns, and previously operated, the former Anambah Landfill site, 
located on Lot 2 DP1176708, Anambah Road, Rutherford. It is a historic landfill site which 
operated from 1976-1993 and is noted to be without environmental management systems 
compliant to modern standards. The site ceased operations in 1993 and is currently in an 
unremediated state. The site is currently undergoing planning for remediation and future 
use. This report provides the outcomes of community consultation and feasibility analysis to 
support development of a site masterplan. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. Further detailed investigation of the proposed land use for the former Anambah 

landfill site is progressed through a master planning process, taking into 
consideration the outcomes of community consultation (Attachment 1). 

2. A draft site masterplan and supporting addendum report on ownership and 
operation models is prepared in FY2027 and funded through the Landfill 
Remediation Reserve 

3. A further report is brought to Council in 2027 outlining the outcomes of items 1 
and 2 above.  
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REPORT 

1. Introduction 

At its meeting on 27 February 2024, Council considered a report outlining a Land Use 
Options Assessment for the former Anambah Landfill. The assessment analysed potential 
land use options for the site based on known site constraints, including the nature and 
extent of contamination, impacts to nearest sensitive receptors, cost and complexity of 
remediation, consistency with development potential and sustainability factors. The 
recommended option for the end land use was a combination of commercial/light industrial 
and solar farm uses. An artistic impression of the recommended final land use is provided in 
Figure 1. 

 

Figure 1 – Artistic impression of the recommended final land use, subject to change 
following further review and detailed design 

Based on the report, Council adopted the following resolution: 

THAT 

1. Community consultation is undertaken on the recommended landuse option, being a 
combination of Commercial/Light Industrial, and Solar Farm. 

2. Further feasibility review is progressed, including engineering, environmental and 
financial feasibility. 

3. A further report be brought to Council outlining outcomes and recommended next 
steps. 
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2. Community Consultation 

Council consulted with the community on these proposed options between 24 June and 26 
July 2024. Council provided the community, including affected residents and businesses with 
the opportunity to view the options report and view the concept plans for the site. A full 
report on consultation undertaken is provided in Attachment 1. 

Overall feedback can be broken down into five themes:  

1. Prioritise green space: A significant number of comments advocate for the area to be 
preserved as green space, whether as parks, botanical gardens, or nature reserves. This is 
seen as essential for maintaining biodiversity, providing recreational opportunities, and 
countering the effects of urban sprawl. 

2. Incorporate renewable energy: While some oppose industrial development, there is 
notable support for integrating solar farms or other renewable energy projects, especially if 
they coexist with green spaces. 

3. Opposition to industrial zoning: Several comments explicitly reject the idea of more 
industrial or commercial development in the area, highlighting past negative experiences 
with pollution and environmental degradation. 

4. Call for thoughtful urban planning: There is a demand for long term, sustainable 
planning that balances development with environmental preservation and community needs. 
This includes suggestions for parks, community gardens, and educational centres focused 
on sustainability. 

5. Desire for community amenities: Many residents want the land to be used for amenities 
that benefit the local community, such as sports facilities, playgrounds, and dog parks. 
There's a recurring theme of making the area more liveable and enjoyable for current and 
future generations. 

Further feedback was gathered from Councillors during a site visit and briefings during 
2025. Key themes from Councillor feedback included: 

• Ensuring decisions of this Council do not limit future landuse options beyond what is 
feasible given the location of waste on the site and other constraints as outlined by 
the contaminated land consultant 

• Identifying opportunities to incorporate passive and recreational uses in suitable 
parts of the site along with commercial and/or solar options where feasible. 

 

3. Site Masterplan 

For the highest and most beneficial use of the former Anambah landfill to be achieved, the 
landfill must be capped, and landfill gas and leachate managed. Different areas of the site 
require different treatments, and are suitable for different uses. Technical feasibility 
assessments progressed during the 2024-25 financial year indicate that a combination of 
site uses consistent with community and Councillor feedback is feasible within technical 
constraints. Masterplanning is required as a next step to determine the best use of each 
area, and how land use integration can occur based on community needs, technical 
requirements and surrounding land uses.  
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A masterplan for a site of this scale is a strategic long term document that defines the future 
layout, landuse and development framework. It ensures a coordinated approach to 
infrastructure necessary for ongoing management of waste, leachate and landfill gas as well 
as infrastructure needed for the long term use of the site including utilities, drainage, 
mobility and access, built form and green space ensuring financial, social and environmental 
sustainability can be achieved. 
 
Once a masterplan is prepared, remediation design can progress in accordance with EPA 
requirements. It is therefore recommended that the results of all studies completed to date 
be used to inform a site masterplan and more detailed financial analysis for long term site 
use. 
 
CONCLUSION 

This report outlines the outcomes of community consultation and feasibility analysis for 
future land use for the former Anambah landfill and identifies next steps to enable 
remediation planning to be progressed in accordance with Council’s operational 
commitments.  
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The cost of remediation of the site has been estimated at $14.7 million, before establishment 
of structures associated with the final land use. The recommendations of this report enable 
remediation planning activities to be progressed before capital is committed.  

Budget for a site masterplan and supporting addendum report on ownership and operating 
models is estimated at $100,000 excluding GST. It is recommended that the masterplan and 
supporting report be funded through the Anambah landfill component of the landfill 
remediation reserve. The plan can be project managed by the Project Manager, Waste 
Services and delivered during the 2026-27 financial year, subject to finalization of Council’s 
Operational Plan. 

As such, the activities outlined in the recommendation can be progressed within Council’s 
forward budget estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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10.2 Draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 and Draft Maitland 
Manual of Engineering Standards 2026 - For Adoption 

FILE NO: 103/193 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Response to Submissions Report (Under 
Separate Cover)  

2. Draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 
(Under Separate Cover)  

3. Draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 - 
Supporting Documents (Under Separate Cover)  

4. Draft Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards 
2026 (Under Separate Cover)  

5. Draft Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards 
2026 - Supporting Documents (Under Separate 
Cover)  

6. Register of Changes (Under Separate Cover)  
7.  Policy Implecations  
8.  Submissions (Under Separate Cover) 

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Strategic Planning 
Coordinator Planning & Development  

AUTHOR: Strategic Planner 
Strategic Planning Policy Lead 
Coordinator Engineering and Development 
Senior Subdivision & Development Engineer  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 1 Liveable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 1.1.3 Housing diversity        

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

On 20 May 2025, Council resolved to place the draft Maitland Development Control Plan 
2025 (MDCP 2025) and the draft Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards 2025 (MMoES 
2025) on public exhibition. The draft MDCP 2025 and draft MMoES 2025 were exhibited from 
26 May 2025 to 4 August 2025 (70 days). During the exhibition period, 249 unique 
submissions were received. 
 

The new MDCP 2026 and MMoES 2026 have been prepared to modernise the documents to 
align with Council and State strategies, policies, and guidelines; to improve referencing and 
account for new legislation, and to assist in streamlining Council’s development assessment 
process. 
 

The purpose of this report is to inform Council on the outcomes of public exhibition, 
recommend to Council that the final draft MDCP 2026 and draft MMoES 2026 be adopted, 
and repeal the Building Line and Fencing – Radburn Estate Thornton Policy, which will be 
made obsolete by the MDCP 2026. 
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OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council acknowledges the Response to Submissions Report (Attachment 1) and 
the Register of Changes (Attachment 6). 

2. The draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 (Attachment 2) and its 
supporting documents (Attachment 3) be adopted, inclusive of the Mount 
Vincent Urban Release Area Development Control Plan and the amendments 
made under the Register of Changes. 

3. The draft Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards 2026 (Attachment 4) and its 
supporting documents (Attachment 5) be adopted, inclusive of the 
amendments made under the Register of Changes. 

4. The Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 and Maitland Manual of 
Engineering Standards 2026 come into effect one (1) month from the passing of 
this resolution and repeal the Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards 2014, 
the Maitland Development Control Plan 2011, and the Building Line and Fencing – 
Radburn Estate Thornton Policy 2024. 

5. Public notice be given in Council’s website in accordance with the Environmental 
Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021. 

6. Notification of Council’s decision be provided to those who made a submission. 

7. Council staff provide a report to Council within 18 months on the performance of 
the Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 and Maitland Manual of 
Engineering Standards 2026. 

REPORT 

Draft Maitland DCP 2025 and Draft Maitland MoES 2025 

The Maitland Local Government Area (LGA) has undergone substantial growth and change 
over the past two decades, and planning for our city has constantly evolved over time. 
However, Council’s current Development Control Plan (DCP) and Manual of Engineering 
Standards (MoES) have not experienced a comprehensive review since 2011 and 2014, 
respectively.  
 

To respond to Council’s current strategic directions outlined in the Maitland’s Future 
Community Strategic Plan and changes to state and federal planning legislation, a 
comprehensive review of the DCP and MoES has been undertaken. As part of this, the 
following key objectives were set: 

• Creating a sensical and workable document that can be properly applied to real world 
situations. 

• Modernising the documents to be aligned with planning principles and policies that 
are appropriate and feasible for the Maitland LGA context. 
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• Updating language, terminology, and references. 
• Streamlining assessment of development applications. 

The draft MDCP and draft MMoES were exhibited from 26 May 2025 to 4 August 2025 (70 
days). Having now been exhibited, and amendments made in response to submissions 
received that are substantially consistent with the original documents, this report seeks 
Council endorsement for adoption of the documents as the MDCP 2026 and MMoES 2026. 
 

Consultation and Public Exhibition 

Significant consultation occurred with both internal and external stakeholders prior to the 
public exhibition of the draft MDCP and draft MMoES, the details of which are provided in 
the Response to Submissions Report (Attachment 1). A summary of the activities with 
stakeholders is provided in the table below: 
 

STAKEHOLDER ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN 

Government 
Agencies 
(External) 

• Invitation to Department of Planning, Housing and Infrastructure (DPHI), 
Hunter and Central Coast Development Corporation (HCCDC), Department of 
Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW), Transport for 
NSW (TfNSW), Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development 
(DPIRD), NSW Rural Fire Service (RFS), Homes NSW, Landcom, NSW State 
Emergency Service (SES), Hunter Valley Flood Mitigation Scheme (HVFMS), 
Local Land Services (LLS), Government Architect NSW (GANSW), and NSW 
Environment Protection Authority (NSW EPA) to be involved in Stakeholder 
Working Group. 

o DCCEEW (Flooding), DCCEEW (Heritage), DPIRD (Fisheries), RFS, 
and SES accepted offer. 

• Ongoing liaison with all named government agencies regarding the progress 
of the draft MDCP and draft MMoES with additional information and 
meetings conducted upon request. This included quarterly updates to TfNSW 
and DPHI. 

Development 
Industry 
(External) 

• Developer forums held in late 2023 regarding draft Maitland DCP as an open 
invitation to provide feedback. 

• February/March 2024 - Draft issue of Subdivision and Residential DCP 
chapters, with significant feedback received. 

• Invitation to Urban Development Institute of Australia (UDIA), Housing 
Industry Association (HIA), Community Housing Industry Association (CHIA), 
and Planning Institute of Australia (PIA) to be involved in Stakeholder 
Working Group. 

o UDIA, HIA, and CHIA accepted offer. 

• One-on-one meetings to discuss draft MDCP and draft MMoES matters held 
with a series of stakeholders, including with UDIA representatives.  

o Meetings held with UDIA on 25 March 2025 and 19 February 2026 to 
address feedback before exhibition and putting for adoption 
respectively. 

• Ongoing progress updates upon request at developer meetings with Council 
from July 2024 onwards as to the status of the draft MDCP and draft MMoES, 
including at regular monthly and quarterly meetings. 
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STAKEHOLDER ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN 

Community 
& Interest 
Groups 
(External) 

• Invitation to Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council (LALC), Hunter Water, 
and former members of the Maitland Heritage Committee to engage on 
relevant draft chapters of the draft MDCP and draft MMoES. 

• Meeting held with Hunter Water in early 2025 to discuss key matters.  

• Request for feedback and feedback received from ex-Maitland Heritage 
Committee members on the draft Heritage Chapter of the draft MDCP. 

Residents & 
Businesses - 
As part of 
Exhibition 
Engagement 
Plan 
(External) 

• YourSay webpage, with 3,880 views during exhibition 

• Exhibition items on Council’s website, with 6,360 DCP views and 951 MoES 
views 

• Four Community Information Sessions, with a total of 46 attendees 

• DCP Information Desk, with 82 total enquiries 

• Q&A forum on Maitland YourSay page, with 32 contributions 

• Newspaper advertisement in the Maitland Mercury 

• Targeted letterbox drops to 3,600 properties  

• Advertising and materials at Council facilities 

• Media releases and social media posts  

• Newsletter distributions to over 12,800 subscribers 

Stakeholder 
Working 
Group 
(Internal & 
External) 

• Included DCCEEW (Flooding), DPIRD (Fisheries), RFS, SES, DCCEEW 
(Heritage), UDIA, HIA, CHIA, Hunter Water, Mindaribba LALC, and Maitland 
Heritage Committee members. 

• 3 stakeholder workshops in person held. 

• A series of one-on-one briefings with members to help inform DCP approach 
and content. 

• Stakeholder Working Group detailed feedback on draft Subdivision, 
Residential, Industrial, and Rural Chapters. 

• Circulation of the draft MDCP and draft MMoES in March 2025 prior to 
exhibition with an offer to meet. 

o Meetings held with UDIA, CHIA, DCCEEW (Flooding), SES and RFS. 

Councillors 
(Internal) 

• 6 Councillor Briefings over the course of 2025. 

• Invitation to Councillors for sit down discussions with Council Staff in 
December 2025 and January 2026 – 4 sessions held. 

Council 
Committees 
(Internal) 

• Quarterly updates from 10 December 2024 onwards – Flood Risk 
Management Committee regarding flood planning approach. 

• January 2026 – Update to City Planning, Heritage and Design Committee on 
status of flood planning in the draft MDCP. 

Council Staff 
(Internal) 

• Over 60 staff members input into the draft MDCP and draft MMoES. 

• 12 workshops with the project’s Advisory Group (draft MDCP)  

• 11 workshops with Development Assessment, Building, and Subdivision 
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STAKEHOLDER ACTIVITIES UNDERTAKEN 

Engineering Teams (draft MDCP) 

• 6 ELT briefings (draft MDCP) 

• Technical working groups for environment, traffic, assets, stormwater and 
engineering matters (draft MMoES). 

 

Submissions 
Following public exhibition, Council staff undertook a detailed review of all public 
submissions. In total, 272 submissions were received, with 23 of these being direct 
duplicates, where a submitter had provided their feedback through more than one 
submission method. In total, 252 unique submissions were received. 
 

There was substantial attention on the approach to flood planning throughout the public 
exhibition period. 196 of the 252 (78%) unique submissions focused on flooding, with 174 of 
196 (89%) opposed to the proposed changes. Objections ranged from impacts on economic 
development and property values, to concerns about flood mapping, infrastructure, 
evacuation routes and mitigation. 
 

Items related to heritage had the second highest number of submissions, with a total of 11 
(~4%) unique submissions. Seven of the 11 submissions were in support of the proposed 
controls or provided additional comments. Common matters raised were further refinement 
to a range of heritage controls, and broad support for Heritage Conservation Area controls, 
particularly in Lorn and Morpeth. 
 

10 submissions were received on the Residential and Subdivision chapters, with three of the 
10 being part of a joint submission. These were broadly the most detailed submissions, and 
60% of them were opposed to the draft MDCP 2025 proceeding to finalisation without 
further amendments. This included requested changes to setbacks, private open space, 
subdivision design, and landscaping. 
 

The draft MMoES received 17 unique submissions, primarily relating to flood engineering 
matters at a catchment scale, which is not the responsibility of the MoES. Aside from these 
submissions, only 7 related to matters that are covered by MoES. These submissions were 
detailed, and related to a series of concerns, including stormwater design, temporary turning 
heads, exposed soil limits, pavement testing, and quality assurance measures. 
 

A full summary of matters discussed by submitters, alongside detailed responses and 
amendments, are provided in Attachment 1. A copy of submissions received is provided in 
Attachment 8. 
 
Draft Maitland DCP - Key Changes Since Exhibition 
In response to public submissions, a series of amendments to the draft MDCP were made. 
Out of 252 unique submissions on the MDCP: 

• 153 (61%) had amendments made as proposed 
• 79 (32%) had partial amendments 
• 13 (5%) remained as is 
• Six (2%) were noted 

 

Out of 250 control-related proposed changes from submissions: 
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• 111 (44%) were amended as recommended 
• 49 (20%) were partially amended 
• 77 (31%) remained as is 
• 13 (5%) were noted 

 
Further, draft controls were amended to address duplication, referencing, and formatting 
issues. The changes made have not substantially altered the intent of the MDCP 2026 and is 
consistent with the key objectives for the project.  
  
Five of the key sections that have been amended are discussed below, with detailed 
responses to submissions provided as part of the Response to Submissions Report 
(Attachment 1). Control-specific responses and changes are provided in the Register of 
Changes (Attachment 6). 
 
Flood Planning  
In response to the majority of submissions received, Draft MDCP Section 2.4. Flood and 
Floodplain Management has been removed alongside Appendix E: Flooding Guidelines. It is 
noted that the existing provisions of the current Maitland DCP 2011 (B.3 Hunter River 
Floodplain) will continue to apply, until such a time that the flood planning approach is 
reviewed and reconsidered in the context of the new LGA-wide Flood Risk Management 
Study and Plan. Further details on the approach to flood planning in MDCP 2026 are 
contained within a report to Council on 9 December 2025. 
 

Private Open Space 
Several changes were made to the Private Open Space controls when compared to the draft 
version, in response to multiple submissions from both individuals and development industry. 
The changes clarify minimum dimensions to ensure private open space is useable, and to 
make the total amount of Private Open Space more consistent for medium density uses. 
 

Land Use Conflict 
In response to a number of submissions, risk assessments for land use conflict in line with 
State guidance has been integrated across a variety of land uses, including for extractive 
industries and event venues. The requirement for these assessments to be prepared will 
improve assessment timeframes and do not require specialist preparation, making them 
accessible to all applicants. 
 

Heritage Chapter Refinements 
In response to detailed community group and individual submissions, a series of 
amendments were made to the Heritage Chapter to make it more accommodating of 
heritage sensitive design and ensuring geographical references within the chapter were 
accurate.  

Mount Vincent Urban Release Area DCP 
Adopted by Council in September 2025, the Mount Vincent Urban Release Area site-specific 
DCP did not form a part of the exhibited version of the draft Maitland DCP 2025.  Having 
undergone its own exhibition process already, F.17 - Mount Vincent Urban Release Area has 
been integrated into the revised MDCP under Chapter 10 as 10.4.16. Mount Vincent Urban 
Release Area, with no amendments to its contents aside from structure. 
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Draft Maitland MoES - Key Changes Since Exhibition 
In response to public submissions, a series of amendments to the draft MMoES were made.  
 

Out of 124 unique proposed changes on the MMoES contained within the submissions, 109 
were technical and 15 were procedural as follows: 

• 41 (33%) were amended as recommended 
• 9 (7%) were partially amended 
• 59 (48%) remained as is 
• 15 (12%) were procedural 

 

In addition, the draft MMoES was amended to address duplication, contradictions, 
referencing, and formatting issues. The changes made have not substantially altered the 
intent of the MMoES and are consistent with the key objectives for the project.  
 

Five of the key changes made are discussed below, with detailed responses to submissions 
provided as part of the Response to Submissions Report (Attachment 1). Control-specific 
responses and changes are provided in the Register of Changes (Attachment 6). 
 

Legal Point of Discharge 
In response to submissions received, the definition of a legal point of discharge was 
amended to be more flexible and align with legal outcomes in cases where a court has 
issued or amended a ruling. This reduces confusion between the courts, Council, and 
property owners. 
 

Interallotment Drainage 
In response to various submissions, the criteria relating to interallotment drainage have 
been made more flexible in order to accommodate more space-restricted developments. 
Most notably, the width of a stormwater easement and where a drainage easement is 
needed to cross under a retaining wall has new criteria in cases where space is limited. 
 

Temporary Turning Heads 
Responding to industry feedback before exhibition regarding the removal of temporary 
turning heads as an option during staged development of a subdivision, six options for 
turning heads have now been included with three permanent and three temporary options. 
These options ensure there is suitable area available for turning during construction of the 
next stage of subdivision. 
 

Detention Basins 
In response to maintenance issues, changes were proposed to basin parameters including 
setbacks to lots, batter slope requirements, and passive surveillance. Responding to industry 
submissions suggesting that the new criteria would be challenging to satisfy all at once, a 
number of changes were made to reduce the initial parameters on setback distances, and 
surveillance requirements for number of dwellings overlooking basins. This allows passive 
surveillance and access for maintenance around basins to be maintained while reducing the 
overall threshold for delivering an acceptable design. 
 

Road Pavement thickness  
The pre-consultation version aimed to remove numerous pavement thicknesses for the same 
width local street many of which were redundant due to the minimum pavement thickness 
requirement. In response to industry submission one pavement thickness was reintroduced 
for the smallest road type which aligns with some surrounding councils.  



17 MARCH 2026  

 

DRAFT MAITLAND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2026 AND DRAFT MAITLAND MANUAL OF ENGINEERING 
STANDARDS 2026 - FOR ADOPTION (Cont.) 

 P13  

Other Matters for Consideration 
Building Line and Fencing – Radburn Estate Thornton Policy 

First adopted in 2005 and updated in 2024, the Building Line and Fencing - Radburn Estate 
Thornton Policy (Radburn Estate Thornton Policy) provides requirements around building 
lines and fencing within the Radburn Estate at Thornton to preserve its character and fabric, 
while not encumbering new development with comprehensive controls around materials, 
finishes, colours, and architectural design. 

As a part of the report to Council for this policy in April 2024, the stated intent was for the 
contents of this policy to be implemented into a future development control plan review. In 
response to this, the Radburn Estate Thornton Policy has been integrated into the draft 
MDCP under Chapter 10: Special Precincts, Locality Plans, and Urban Release Areas as the 
Thornton (Radburn Estate) Locality Plan. No amendments have been made to the content of 
the policy itself. 

Consequently, this report proposes the repeal of the Radburn Estate Thornton Policy, as the 
MDCP 2026 renders it obsolete.  

General Savings/Transitional Provisions 

A savings/transitional provision in a DCP generally ensures that a Development Application 
(DA) lodged before a new or amended DCP comes into effect is determined under the rules 
of the previous or current plan (i.e. MDCP 2011), not the new one.  

A savings provision has been prepared for the introduction of both documents, delaying 
commencement of the MDCP 2026 and the MMoES 2026 until 1 month after the date of 
adoption. DAs lodged before the commencement date will continue to be assessed under 
the MDCP 2011. 

A one-month savings provision provides a reasonable and timely implementation of 
updated planning and engineering standards. This limits administrative workload for staff, 
reduces uncertainty for applicants, and accelerates alignment with current legislation and 
strategic objectives, supporting streamlined development assessment processes. 
 
Maitland MoES 2026 Transition Arrangement 

The transition for MMoES is implemented at both the determination of a Development 
Application and for the determination of a Subdivision Works Certificate (SWC). MMoES 
2026 will be implemented differently for these two scenarios.  
 
For DA’s determined under the MDCP 2026, the MMoES 2026 will be implemented normally. 
Where a DA was determined under the previous MDCP 2011, MMoES 2026 will only 
be implemented for matters such as construction technics and items that do not require 
fundamental changes to the DA consent.   
 
For Major Works and Subdivision DA’s determined under the MDCP 2011 the following 
matters will be in accordance with MMoES 2026:  

• Road pavement and wearing courses.  
• Stormwater Easement widths. 
• Works-as-executed requirements, CCTV and bonds.  
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• Updated construction methods and techniques. 
• Street lighting and street tree species. 

The following matters however will not be required to meet the MMoES 2026 standard:   
• Road widths and staging layouts. 
• Basin access track, offsets and batter criteria. 
• Easement widths for access. 
• Landscaping Canopy cover will not be implemented however the street tree standard 

drawing with soil and tree guards will be applied to the landscaping as per the 
original DA consent.  

• Subdivision Staging and temporary turning heads will be honoured however the new 
standard drawing will be used for how a turning head is built. The new permanent 
options can also be used if the applicant requests.  

The following will be based on circumstances: 
• Impervious area calculations for lots will not be implemented if the detention volume 

cannot be contained within the same drainage reserve/area footprint  
 
For Minor SWC works for a DA determined under the MDCP 2011, MMoES 2026 will be fully 
implemented unless: 

• It causes a design change to layout and widths  
• (Interallotment drainage) Pipe/pit depths are impacted by retaining walls approvals 

or will force a design change other than easement width.  
 

CONCLUSION 

The MDCP 2026 provides detailed planning and design guidelines to support the planning 
controls in the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011. The MMoES is a suite of documents 
that provides engineering and technical specifications for developments and subdivisions. 
 
The adoption of the draft Maitland DCP 2026 and draft Maitland MoES 2026 will modernise 
the documents to be responsive to the distinct needs of the Maitland LGA and align with 
current legislation, policies, plans, and strategies. It will also create more accessible 
documents, with the ultimate aim of streamlining Council’s development assessment and 
subdivision assessment process. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. The preparation of the Draft MDCP 2026 and MMoES 2026 has been Council-led 
and funded through its Operational Budget. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

Upon adoption, the draft MDCP 2026 and draft MMoES 2026 will replace the MDCP 2011 
(except Part B.3 Hunter River Floodplain), and MMoES 2014 respectively. A detailed list of 
policy implications is provided in Attachment 7. 
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Building Line and Fencing – Radburn Estate Thornton Policy 2024 
This policy will be rescinded as a result of the adoption of the MDCP 2026. This will reduce 
the number of documents that need to be consulted by applicants and Council staff, and 
once again make the DCP and MoES the sole sources of Council-prepared development 
guidance for the Maitland LGA. 
 
Tree Permit System 
To fully align with the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP issued by the State Government, 
the draft MDCP 2026, upon adoption, will mean that Council staff will begin processing tree 
permits via the tree permit category on the NSW Planning Portal. This is an operational 
change that will improve clarity in tree removal. Within Heritage Conservation Areas, in 
alignment with Clause 5.10 of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011, tree removal of 
non-weed species will still require a Development Application to be prepared. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 (EP&A Act) 
Part 3 of the EP&A Act defines the purpose and role of a DCP. The draft MDCP 2026 has 
been prepared in accordance with this legislative framework. Should Council adopt the draft 
MDCP 2026, all matters required under the EP&A Act in relation to adoption of a new DCP 
will be carried out. 
 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Regulation 2021 (EP&A Regulation) 
The EP&A Regulation provides legislative criteria as to the form, structure, and subject 
matter of DCPs within Part 2 of the Regulation. The draft MDCP 2026 has been prepared in 
accordance with this Part. 
 
Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 (MLEP) 
The draft MDCP 2026 has been prepared to give effect to Clause 1.2 of the MLEP, which 
states the aims of the Plan. 
 
State Environmental Planning Policy (Biodiversity and Conservation 2021 
(Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP) 
Chapter 2 of the Biodiversity and Conservation SEPP provides the criteria for regulating 
clearing vegetation, including trees, in non-rural areas of the State. The draft MDCP 2026 
has been prepared in accordance with this legislative framework and gives effect to the tree 
permit system provided under the SEPP. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

RISK 
RISK 
RATING 

PROPOSED 
TREATMENT 

PROPOSED 
RISK 
RATING 

RESOURCING 
– WITHIN OR 
ADDITIONAL 

There is a reputational risk that 
the DCP and MoES are not 
adopted by Council, which may 
lead to Council’s development 
assessment framework not 
aligning with the Community 
Strategic Plan and other 
adopted strategies. 

High Adopt the DCP 
and MoES 

Low Within 
existing 
resources. 

There is a reputational risk that 
submissions received are not 
given adequate consideration, 
which may lead to unresolved 
stakeholder concerns and 
reduced confidence in the 
process. 

Low Detailed 
responses to 
each submission 
have been made 
with clear 
actions 
associated. 

Low Within existing 
resources, 
completed as 
part of 
Attachment 1 
and 6 to this 
Report. 

There is a process risk that 
outdated guidance continues 
to be used, which may lead to 
inconsistent or inappropriate 
development outcomes if the 
DCP/MoES is not adopted. 

Medium Adopt the MDCP 
and MMoES 
2026, which 
provide detailed 
planning and 
design guidelines 
to support 
development. 

Low  Within existing 
resources. 

There is a strategic risk that ‘a 
connected city’ and ‘walkable 
neighbourhoods’ are not 
achieved if the MDCP and 
MMoES 2026 are not adopted, 
which may lead to the shared 
vision in the Community 
Strategic Plan not being 
implemented in Council’s 
development planning process. 

Medium Adopt and 
implement the 
MDCP and 
MMoES 2026. 

Low Within existing 
resources. 

There is a transparency risk 
that insufficient information is 
provided on how the DCP and 
MoES have been amended 
since exhibition, which may 
lead to confusion and reduced 
stakeholder confidence. 

Medium Response to 
Submissions 
Report and 
Register of 
Changes are 
attached to this 
report. 

Low Within existing 
resources, 
completed as 
part of 
Attachment 1 
and 6 to this 
Report. 
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RISK 
RISK 
RATING 

PROPOSED 
TREATMENT 

PROPOSED 
RISK 
RATING 

RESOURCING 
– WITHIN OR 
ADDITIONAL 

There is a reputational risk that 
the DCP and MoES are not 
adopted, which may lead to 
prospective applicants having 
to revise designs prepared for 
the new standards, resulting in 
delays to lodgement. 

Medium Adopt the DCP 
and MoES. 

Low Within existing 
resources. 

There is an economic risk that 
extending savings/transitional 
provisions beyond one month 
creates prolonged uncertainty 
about the applicable controls, 
which may lead to increased 
design and redesign costs, 
deferred investment decisions, 
delays to DA lodgement timing, 
and slower housing and 
employment land delivery. 

High Limit savings / 
transitional 
provisions to one 
month supported 
by clear 
guidance and 
early 
communication 
to industry. 

Low Within existing 
resources. 
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Attachment 7: Policy Implications 
DRAFT MAITLAND DEVELOPMENT CONTROL PLAN 2026 AND DRAFT MAITLAND 
MANUAL OF ENGINEERING STANDARDS 2026 - FOR ADOPTION 

 
 

 
 

Hunter Regional Plan 2041 (HRP) 

Under the HRP, Council is required to prepare and adopt a Local Housing Strategy (LHS) to respond to 
local housing needs and guide local and regional planning priorities. The draft Maitland Development 
Control Plan (DCP) 2026 and draft Maitland Manual of Engineering Standards (MMoES) 2026 give 
effect to the actions of the adopted LHS. These documents are consistent with the HRP objectives to 
facilitate the delivery of well-located homes, protect biodiversity, and to plan for ‘nimble 
neighbourhoods’ that can accommodate a range of different demographics. 

Maitland’s Future Community Strategic Plan (CSP)  

The draft MDCP 2026 and draft MMoES 2026 directly respond to the following Operational Plan 2025-
2026 items: 

• Housing Diversity - 1.1.3.1 Facilitate a rolling review of the Maitland LEP and DCP. 

• Growth Opportunities - 3.3.1.1. Improve delivery of development, engineering and building 
services through development of best practice operational processes and engineering standards. 

The draft MDCP 2026 and draft MMoES 2026 also contribute to attaining the following priorities of the 
CSP: 

• 1.1 Great neighbourhoods – through providing for medium density housing standards and 
fostering diverse land use outcomes. 

• 1.2 Integrated movement - through improving standards for active transport links, public 
transport access, and reassessing Council’s road hierarchy.  

• 2.1 Valuing our natural environment – by improving standards for waterway health and quality 
while assisting in creating functional biodiversity corridors through the Green and Blue Grid.  

• 3.1 Diverse local economy – by making it easier to do business with simpler and accessible 
controls for both urban and rural businesses. 

• 3.3. City shaping partnerships – by ensuring our MoES is designed to the current industry 
standards. 

• 4.1 Trusted services – by ensuring that community and other stakeholder consultation has been 
meaningfully considered and that clear communication is provided around decisions.  

Maitland Local Strategic Planning Statement 2040+ (LSPS) 

The draft Maitland DCP 2026 and draft Maitland MoES 2026 is consistent with the LSPS and aligns 
with actions to: 

• 6a. Review DCP provisions to implement the Design Objectives outlined in the Better Placed 
Policy, as a part of the new statewide DCP template. 

• 6c. Review and update DCP to enable effective consideration of well-designed built and natural 
shades, consistent with the best practice. 

• 10b. Review DCP provisions to enhance water quality and waterway health to achieve ecological 
sustainable outcomes and water sensitive urban design principles.  

• 14f. Review DCP to implement best practice approaches to support efficient energy, water and 
waste systems in new developments. 
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Maitland Local Housing Strategy 2041 (LHS) 

The draft Maitland DCP 2026 and draft Maitland MoES 2026 is consistent with the LHS and aligns with 
actions to: 

• 1.6 Review and amend DCP to address any barriers to infill development including parking, height 
controls, landscaping, setback etc. 

• 2.3 Review planning controls to incentivise and enable infill development at appropriate scales.  

• 2.5 Review and amend planning controls to ensure better planning and design outcomes for 
seniors housing, boarding houses and manufactured home estates.  

• 3.5 Continue to support scattered, high quality and low impact infill development in R1 General 
Residential zone, outside the areas identified for densification.  

• 4.2 Strengthen planning controls to increase the proportion of new dwellings that are designed 
with universal housing requirements. 

• 6.4 Review and update the DCP to promote environmentally sustainable design.  

Maitland Environmental Sustainability Strategy (ESS) 

The draft Maitland DCP 2026 and draft Maitland MoES 2026 is consistent with the ESS and aligns with 
actions to: 

• 1.1 Deliver functional biodiversity corridors. 

• 1.3 Improve waterway health. 

• 2.3 Aim for 30% canopy cover in residential areas. 

• 3.1 Increase active and sustainable transport opportunities. 

• 3.3 Reduce per capita water consumption from potable sources. 

Maitland Rural Land Strategy 2041 (RLS) 

The draft Maitland DCP 2026 and draft Maitland MoES 2026 is consistent with the RLS and aligns with 
actions to: 

• 1.3 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to provide clear criteria for rural subdivision for agricultural 
practices where dwelling entitlement is prohibited under Clause 4.2 Rural subdivision of the 
Maitland LEP 2011. 

• 2.1 Review Maitland DCP 2011 to include all relevant parts of the NSW DPI ‘Land Use Conflict Risk 
Assessment Guide’ (2011, or its update) for assessment [for] all relevant land uses.  

• 2.6 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to establish appropriate buffer areas and separation distances to 
a range of rural land uses. Refer to NSW DPI's Buffer Zones to Reduce Land Use Conflict with 
Agriculture – Interim Guideline (2018, or its update). 

• 2.7 Update Maitland DCP 2011 relating to:  

o poultry or equine establishments and developments within the buffer areas of existing 
establishments.  

o protect Maitland Airport and its operations, particularly in relation to airport noise and 
height limitations.  

o buffers and separation distances around extractive industries, waste management 
facilities, wastewater treatment facilities and cemeteries. 

• 3.1 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to require new dual occupancies on rural or environmental land to 
be located within the curtilage of the existing/principal dwelling house on the same lot and to 
limit their location on flood prone land. 
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• 4.1 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to include a definition and controls relating to market gardening 
activities. 

• 4.8 Review DPE's 'Model DCP clauses for agritourism' relating to farm gate premises, farm 
experience premises and farm stay accommodation and update Maitland DCP 2011 where 
appropriate. 

• 4.9 Amend Maitland DCP 2011 to include objectives and controls to ensure ‘tourist and visitor 
accommodation’ and ‘events’ remains ‘ancillary’ to the primary agricultural or environmental 
purpose of the site and surrounding properties (where relevant to proposals on land already 
containing a primary production or environmental land use). 

• 4.12 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to include considerations for development of equine industry 
establishments and nearby development. 

• 5.3 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to provide the necessary regulatory framework for removal of 
vegetation in rural and conservation areas as provided for in SEPP (Biodiversity and 
Conservation). 

• 5.4 Update Maitland DCP 2011 regarding vegetation removal requirements in rural (and urban) 
areas, including specifying requirements for information to be provided in development 
applications. 

• 5.5 Update Maitland LEP 2011 to incorporate a Biodiversity clause and mapping, in conjunction 
with an update of Maitland DCP 2011. 

• 5.9 Update Maitland DCP 2011 to protect wetlands from stormwater runoff generated from 
nearby development. 

• 6.3 Review and update Maitland DCP 2011 to provide for livestock and rural machinery refuges 
and mounds in rural and peri urban areas that are situated above the 1% AEP.  

• 6.8 Update Maitland DCP 2011 regarding bushfire, including to recognise the updated Bushfire 
Prone Land Map and its implications, and specifying requirements for information to be provided 
in development applications. 

• 6.10 Update Maitland DCP 2011 relating to acid sulfate soils and salinity using best practice and 
up to date information. 

• 8.5 Use industry-specific or best practice guidelines produced by DPI Agriculture to inform any 
updates to Maitland LEP/DCP 2011. 
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10.3 Adoption of Draft Development Control Plan – Anambah Urban Release 
Area 

FILE NO: DCP25003 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Submissions (Under Separate Cover)  
2. Response to Submissions Report (Under 

Separate Cover)  
3. Anambah Urban Release Area Draft Area Plan 

(Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Strategic Planning 
Coordinator City Planning  

AUTHOR: Senior Strategic Planner  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 1 Liveable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 1.1.3 Housing diversity         

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

On 18 November 2025, Council resolved to place the Draft Anambah Urban Release Area 
(AURA) Development Control Plan (DCP) on public exhibition.  The Anambah Urban Release 
Area is located to the west of Anambah Road and north of the Wyndella Estate and 
comprises approximately 500 hectares of land. The land was rezoned in 2020 to facilitate 
urban development within a rural and environmental interface. 
 

The Draft DCP was publicly exhibited for 28 days, from 21 November 2025 to 19 December 
2025. During the exhibition period, 20 submissions were received from residents, 
government agencies, and developers and their representatives. 
 

This report outlines the outcomes of the public exhibition, summarises the key issues raised 
in submissions, and seeks Council’s endorsement of the final Draft Anambah URA DCP for 
adoption. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 
1. Council notes the submissions received during public exhibition (Attachment 1) 

and the corresponding Response to Submissions, which summarises and 
addresses the matters raised (Attachment 2). 

2. The Draft Anambah Urban Release Area Development Control Plan 2026 
(Attachment 3) be adopted and incorporated into the Maitland Development 
Control Plan 2011 and, upon its in-force date, into the Maitland Development 
Control Plan 2026. 

3. Notification of Council’s decision be provided to those who made a submission. 
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REPORT 

The Anambah Urban Release Area (AURA) is located west of Anambah Road and north of 
the Wyndella Estate. The land was rezoned in 2020 to facilitate urban development and 
comprises approximately 500 hectares. Given the size of the site and its location within a 
rural and environmental interface, development within the URA requires careful planning to 
balance environmental protection, rural character and future urban outcomes. 
 
Part 6 of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 (MLEP 2011) requires development 
within an Urban Release Area to occur in an orderly and cost-effective manner. Clause 6.3 
applies to the subject land and requires the preparation and adoption of a Development 
Control Plan prior to subdivision. In response to these requirements, the Draft Anambah URA 
Development Control Plan (Anambah DCP) has been prepared.  
 
The Draft Anambah DCP establishes overarching development controls that apply across 
the entire URA, supported by more detailed precinct-level controls to respond to variations 
in landform, environmental constraints, development opportunities and intended outcomes 
across the site. The URA is divided into seven precincts, based on land characteristics, 
development potential and ownership patterns. 
 
These precincts are delivered through a Staging Plan comprising four stages, which 
identifies the intended sequence of development. The Staging Plan is designed to support 
the logical, cost-effective and timely delivery of infrastructure, utilities and amenities. The 
Draft Anambah DCP also allows for flexibility in staging where it can be demonstrated that 
an alternative sequence would continue to provide for orderly development and coordinated 
infrastructure provision. 
 
Key development controls included in the Draft Anambah DCP address: 
 

• Protection and management of environmentally sensitive areas, including steep land, 
Endangered Ecological Communities, riparian corridors, flood-affected land and 
visually sensitive areas. 

• Landscaping requirements, including vegetation buffers and street tree planting, to 
support visual and acoustic amenity within the URA and at its interfaces. 

• Stormwater and water quality management to ensure drainage and generated flows 
are appropriately managed. 

• A transport movement hierarchy to provide a simple and safe road network, including 
provision for emergency access and future infrastructure delivery. 

• Coordination of increased residential scale and density with infrastructure, utilities, 
services and amenities. 

• Provision of passive and active open space that connects with and responds to 
existing land features such as riparian corridors, flood-affected land and adjoining 
rural areas. 

 
PUBLIC EXHIBITION 

In accordance with the resolution, the Draft Anambah DCP was publicly exhibited for 28 
days, from 21 November 2025 to 19 December 2025. During the exhibition period, a total of 
20 submissions were received from residents, government agencies and the development 
industry. 
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SUBMISSIONS  

Residential submissions  
 

The majority of resident submissions raised concerns about the potential use of River Road 
south of the URA boundary as an access point to the AURA. These concerns related to the 
suitability of River Road to accommodate additional traffic, safety issues, and impacts on 
local amenity. 
 
As detailed in the Response to Submissions (Attachment 2), the Draft Anambah DCP does 
not propose the use of River Road south of the URA boundary as an access route for 
development within the URA. Primary access is identified via the proposed Western Link 
Road and Anambah Road. 
 
References to River Road within the Draft Anambah DCP are included only as a contingency 
to address any future proposal. These provisions require that, if access via River Road were 
proposed, it would be subject to detailed assessment as part of a development application, 
including appropriate traffic investigations and any necessary upgrades to meet Council 
standards. As River Road is a public road, there is not a mechanism within the DCP to 
restrict its use; however, any future proposal would be assessed having regard to traffic 
safety, infrastructure capacity, and impacts on adjoining land uses. 
 
Other resident submissions raised concerns relating to stormwater and flooding impacts, 
protection of environmentally sensitive areas, interfaces with adjoining rural land, residential 
density, and infrastructure delivery. These matters were considered during the rezoning of 
the land in 2020 and are addressed through the overarching and precinct-level controls 
within the Draft Anambah DCP, with more detailed assessment to occur at the precinct 
planning and development application stages. 
 
No changes to the Draft Anambah DCP are proposed in response to these submissions, as 
the DCP does not propose access via River Road and already includes appropriate 
safeguards and assessment requirements to address the issues raised. 
 

Government agencies submissions  
 

Submissions were received from a range of government agencies and were generally 
supportive of the Draft Anambah DCP. Submissions focused on infrastructure delivery, 
environmental protection, emergency access and the management of interfaces with 
surrounding land uses. A summary of the key matters raised is provided below. Full 
submissions and Council’s responses are included in Attachment 1 and 2 respectively. 
 
Department of Primary Industries and Regional Development (DPIRD) raised matters 
relating to the interface between future urban development and surrounding rural and 
agricultural land. This included consideration of landscaping buffers, ongoing management 
and maintenance responsibilities, and the provision of appropriate access arrangements. 
These matters have been considered to be appropriately addressed through the Draft 
Anambah DCP, including controls relating to landscape buffers and interface treatments. No 
changes to the Draft DCP are proposed in response to this submission. 
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Transport for NSW (TfNSW) raised matters relating to future infrastructure delivery and 
public transport provision. TfNSW advised that future upgrades to the State road network 
would be determined through future development applications and that funding for major 
upgrades is not currently identified. TfNSW also noted that future bus routes and servicing 
within the URA cannot be guaranteed at this stage and recommended changes to reflect 
this uncertainty. In response, relevant figures within the DCP have been amended to identify 
roads as ‘bus capable’ and removed indicative bus stop locations. 
 
The Department of Climate Change, Energy, the Environment and Water (DCCEEW) 
provided detailed recommendations to strengthen environmental and biodiversity outcomes 
and better align the Draft Anambah DCP with current State policy and guidelines. This 
included clearer controls relating to areas of high environmental value, protection of 
threatened ecological communities and riparian corridors, and stronger landscaping and 
open space outcomes. These recommendations have been partially included within through 
amendments to objectives and controls within the Draft DCP, including additional 
environmental protections and refinements to landscaping provisions. 
 
NSW State Emergency Service (SES) supported the proposed access arrangements and 
flood-free access via the Western Link Road and Anambah Road and supported the 
exclusion of River Road as a flood-free access route. SES recommended additional 
clarification to ensure flood-free access is achieved to at least the 1% AEP flood level at all 
stages of development and that relevant flood planning principles are applied. Minor 
amendments have been made to the Draft DCP to address these matters. 
 
Heritage NSW was generally supportive of the Draft Anambah DCP, noting that previous 
recommendations for a Historical Archaeological Assessment and Statement of Heritage 
Impact have not yet been undertaken. The Draft DCP includes controls that address 
heritage considerations at the development stage, and further heritage assessments will be 
required as part of future development applications where applicable. No changes to the 
Draft Anambah URA DCP are proposed in response to this submission. 
 

Development industry submissions  
 
Submissions were received from developers, consultants and industry representatives and 
raised a range of matters relating to staging and sequencing, transport and access, 
interface management, environmental controls and consultation. The key issues raised and 
corresponding responses are summarised below, with full submissions provided at 
Attachment 1 and the detailed Response to Submissions at Attachment 2. 
 
Several submissions raised concerns regarding the Staging Plan, particularly that the 
proposed sequencing may advantage landowners in the southern portion of the URA and 
limit opportunities for out-of-sequence development. The Draft Anambah DCP includes an 
explicit mechanism to allow development to proceed out of sequence where it can be 
demonstrated that essential infrastructure can be delivered in an orderly and cost-effective 
manner, consistent with the requirements of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011. 
Clause 18.1 (Staging Plan), Acceptable Solution AS.1, permits development that is 
inconsistent with the Staging Plan where detailed justification is provided. The Draft DCP 
therefore provides an appropriate balance between certainty and flexibility, and no changes 
to the Staging Plan are proposed. 
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A number of submissions raised matters relating to access arrangements and the Transport 
Movement Hierarchy, including requests to include River Road as an access or emergency 
route, amendments to distributor road layouts, and concerns regarding the capacity of 
Anambah Road. The Draft Anambah DCP does not support access via River Road outside of 
the URA unless the road corridor is upgraded to current standards. Advice from the NSW 
Rural Fire Service and NSW State Emergency Service confirms that emergency-only access 
arrangements are not supported. The Draft DCP reflects this position and no changes to the 
access framework are proposed. Any future proposal to utilise River Road for access would 
require appropriate upgrades and supporting technical assessment at the development 
application stage. 
 
Submissions also raised matters relating to the interface between urban development and 
surrounding rural and extractive industry uses, including visual and acoustic impacts, 
vegetation buffers, transition zones, odour impacts and potential land use conflict. The Draft 
Anambah URA DCP includes controls to manage interface impacts through landscaping, 
buffers, visual and scenic amenity provisions and development design requirements. In 
response to specific submissions, targeted amendments have been made to improve clarity 
and flexibility of selected controls, while maintaining the overall intent of the Draft DCP. 
Detailed assessment of site-specific impacts will occur at the precinct planning and 
development application stages. 
 
Some submissions raised concerns regarding the level of precinct detail included in the Draft 
Anambah DCP, the technical studies informing the controls, and the consultation undertaken 
with landowners. Consultation was undertaken in accordance with statutory requirements 
and Council’s adopted Engagement Strategy, including early engagement with affected 
landowners prior to public exhibition. The Draft Anambah URA DCP has been informed by 
technical studies prepared during the rezoning process, supported by more recent analysis 
where required. The Draft DCP is intended to operate as a framework document, with further 
refinement to occur through precinct planning and development application assessment. 
 
Overall, development industry submissions have been reviewed and a number of targeted 
amendments have been made to the Draft Anambah URA DCP where these improve clarity, 
flexibility or outcomes. Where submissions sought changes that would reduce certainty, 
conflict with adopted strategic or statutory planning frameworks, or alter agreed access and 
infrastructure delivery arrangements, those changes are not supported. 
 
KEY CHANGES TO THE DCP FOLLOWING EXHIBITION 

The Draft Anambah DCP has been amended following public exhibition to respond to 
matters raised in submissions and to improve clarity and guidance for future development. 
The changes are generally minor in nature and do not alter the overall intent, structure or 
strategic framework of the DCP. 
 
Key changes include minor refinements to the road layout and street typologies to reflect 
the amended location of the school site, along with updates to elements of the indicative 
structure plan. Clarifications have also been made throughout the DCP to provide clearer 
guidance on flood-free access requirements, increased flexibility for the location of linear 
parks and associated infrastructure crossings, and clarification of development interfaces 
with the quarry to the north and the composting facility to the east. 
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Additional amendments have been made to strengthen environmental outcomes in response 
to submissions. These include new and refined controls relating to areas of High 
Environmental Value, requirements for the incorporation of nest boxes, clearer guidance on 
street tree planting, and measures to better avoid and minimise impacts on biodiversity 
values and riparian corridors. 
 

Relationship to the Draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 

The Draft Anambah DCP has been prepared as an amendment to the Maitland Development 
Control Plan 2011, which remains in force at the time of preparing this report. Council is also 
considering the adoption of the Draft Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 at the same 
Council meeting. 
 
To ensure continuity and avoid any gap in development controls applying to the Anambah 
Urban Release Area, it is proposed that the Draft Anambah DCP be adopted and 
incorporated into the Maitland Development Control Plan 2011 and, upon the in-force date 
of the Maitland Development Control Plan 2026, transition to form part of the Maitland 
Development Control Plan 2026. 
 
This approach ensures that the Draft Anambah DCP applies seamlessly across the transition 
between the two Development Control Plans and that development assessment within the 
Urban Release Area is guided by a consistent and up-to-date planning framework. Any 
references within the Draft Anambah DCP to the Maitland Development Control Plan 2011 
will be updated as required once the Maitland Development Control Plan 2026 comes into 
force. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Public exhibition of the Draft Anambah Urban Release Area Development Control Plan 
facilitated feedback from residents, government agencies and the development industry. 
The matters raised during the exhibition period have been reviewed and, where appropriate, 
addressed through targeted amendments to the final document. 
 
The resulting DCP provides a clear and enabling framework to support the development 
within the Anambah URA. Accordingly, the Final Anambah DCP is suitable for Council’s 
consideration and adoption. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk  Risk 
Rating  

Proposed Treatment  Proposed 
Risk 
Rating  

Resourcing   

There is an operational 
risk that, if the adoption 
of the DCP is delayed, it 
may delay the 
assessment and 
determination of 
development 
applications currently 
under assessment, which 
may lead to Council 
failing to meet the 
Department of Planning, 
Housing and 
Infrastructure’s 
performance targets 
under the Statement of 
Expectations Order. 
 

High 
Adoption of the DCP in 
accordance with this 
report. 

Medium Within existing 

There is a strategic and 
operational risk that, if 
the adoption timeframes 
for the Anambah URA 
DCP and the Maitland 
DCP 2026 overlap, it may 
create misalignment 

Medium 

Ensure the Anambah 
URA DCP is prepared in 
a format consistent with 
the Maitland DCP 2026 
and that the Council 
resolution provides for 
incorporation into both 

Low Within existing 

ITEM  
VALUE (EXCL. 
GST) COMMENTS  

Expenditure      

Staff Time and Resources $152,490 
Staff time and resources required for 
the preparation of the DCP. 

Total Expenditure $152,490  

Income      

Stage 1 DCP fee $85,215 
Payable prior to exhibition as per fees 
and charges. 

Stage 2 DCP fee $67,275 
Payable prior to adoption as per fees 
and charges. 

Total Income $152,490  
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Risk  Risk 
Rating  

Proposed Treatment  Proposed 
Risk 
Rating  

Resourcing   

between the documents, 
which may lead to 
inconsistent assessment 
outcomes, uncertainty 
for applicants, and 
increased exposure to 
challenge over policy 
ambiguity. 
 

the Maitland DCP 2011 
and, upon its in-force 
date, the Maitland DCP 
2026. 

There is a reputational 
risk that, if Council does 
not adopt the Anambah 
URA DCP following public 
exhibition, it may be 
perceived as delaying or 
obstructing development 
on land strategically 
identified for urban 
growth, which may lead 
to reduced stakeholder 
confidence and criticism 
of Council’s commitment 
to housing delivery. 

Medium 
Adoption of the DCP in 
accordance with this 
report. 

Low Within Existing 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The Anambah Urban Release Area Development Control Plan is a Council policy document 
prepared under the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and in accordance 
with Clause 6.3 of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011. Once adopted, it will form 
part of the Maitland Development Control Plan 2011 and, upon its in-force date, the Maitland 
Development Control Plan 2026, and will provide detailed development controls for the 
Anambah Urban Release Area. 
 
The Draft Anambah DCP has been prepared to align with the structure, format and intent of 
the Maitland Development Control Plan 2026. It supports the objectives of the Maitland 
Local Housing Strategy 2041 and the Maitland Environmental Sustainability Strategy 2030. 
 

The Anambah URA is located within the Anambah to Branxton Regionally Significant Growth 
Area identified in the Hunter Regional Plan 2041. A Structure Plan being prepared jointly by 
Maitland City Council, Cessnock City Council and Singleton Council considers existing zoned 
land and planned urban outcomes, including the Anambah URA, to ensure consistency 
across the Regionally Significant Growth Area. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 arising from this 
matter. The preparation and adoption of the Anambah Urban Release Area Development 
Control Plan is required under Clause 6.3 of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011. 
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10.4 DA2024/568 for Rural Industry - Demolition of Existing Structures and 
Construction of Three Sheds at 41 Cracknell Lane, South Maitland 

FILE NO: DA2024/568 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Locality Plan  
2. Development Plans  
3. Assessment Report (Under Separate Cover)  
4. Recommended Conditions of Consent   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Development 
Principal Planner  

AUTHOR: Senior Development Planner          

APPLICANT: Hill Top Planers Pty Ltd 

OWNER: Benjamin Ross Morgan and Kristy Lee Morgan 

PROPOSAL: Rural Industry – demolition of existing structures and 
construction of three sheds 

LOCATION: 41 Cracknell Lane, South Maitland 2320 (Lot 16 DP 701499 and 
Lot 17 DP 701499) 

ZONE: RU1 Primary Production Zone 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Development Application No. DA/2024/568 proposes a Rural Industry comprising of 
demolition of existing structures and construction of three sheds. The locality plan can be 
viewed at Attachment 1 and Development Plans in Attachment 2. 
 

The development application was first reported to Council for determination on 16 
September 2025 with a recommendation for refusal. At that meeting, Council resolved to 
defer the application to provide the proponent with an opportunity to respond to a range of 
issues identified in the report. 
 

The application was subsequently reported back to Council on 9 December 2025 with a 
recommendation for refusal on the basis that key impacts remained unresolved. Council 
resolved to again defer consideration of the application to allow the applicant a further 
opportunity to address the outstanding issues and requested that a further report, including 
draft conditions of consent, be presented to Council as soon as practicable for future 
consideration. 
 

The applicant provided additional information on 28 January 2026, which satisfactorily 
addresses the outstanding matters.  
 
The original application was also the subject of one (1) objection during the initial 
assessment process. This submission is discussed in detail under the Assessment Report 
provided as Attachment 3 to this report. 
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An assessment of the application has been undertaken against Section 4.15(1) of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (EP&A) Act, 1979. The proposed development is 
now considered to be acceptable in terms of the relevant matters for consideration under 
the Act and is recommended for approval subject to the recommended schedule of 
conditions contained in Attachment 4. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 
1. DA2024/568 for Rural Industry – demolition of existing structures and 

construction of three sheds at 41 Cracknell Lane, South Maitland (Lot 16 DP 701499 
and Lot 17 DP 701499) is approved subject to the recommended schedule of 
conditions contained in Attachment 4 of this report. 

 

Background 

The development application was first reported to Council for determination on 16 
September 2025 with a recommendation for refusal. At that meeting, Council resolved to 
defer the application to provide the proponent with an opportunity to respond to a range of 
issues identified in the report. 
 
The application was subsequently reported back to Council on 9 December 2025 with a 
recommendation for refusal on the basis that key impacts remained unresolved. Council 
resolved to again defer consideration of the application to allow the applicant a further 
opportunity to address the outstanding issues and requested that a further report, including 
draft conditions of consent, be presented to Council as soon as practicable for future 
consideration. 
 
The applicant submitted additional information on 28 January 2026.  
 
This assessment outlines the assessment against the matters deferred from the 9 December 
2025 Council meeting.  
 
Following the preparation of the recommended conditions of consent, the applicant was 
consulted to provide an opportunity to review and comment. 
 
Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to provide a detailed discussion and assessment of the 
development application with a focus on those matters which the Council resolved to be 
addressed by way of additional information, as detailed in the Council’s previous resolution 
of 9 December 2025.   
 
A detailed assessment in accordance with Section 4.15 of the EP&A Act 1979 is provided 
within Attachment 3 of this report. 
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Site Description 
 

The legal description of the land to which the development is to be carried out is Lot 16 DP 
701499 and Lot 17 DP 701499, known as 41 Cracknell Lane, South Maitland. 
 

The subject land can be viewed in Attachment 1 of this report. 
 

Lot 16 DP 701499 comprises an area of 852m². The site currently contains a covered 
workshop, several shipping containers, and a mix of native and exotic vegetation. It does 
not have legal access to road frontage or easement for access to Cracknell Lane, but it can 
gain its access via Lot 17 under this proposal.  
 

Lot 17 DP 701499 has an area of 2,468m² and slopes from the south towards the east. The lot 
features a gravel access track, multiple outbuildings, and machinery. 
 

Proposal 

The development application involves: 
 

• Removal of shipping containers and demolition of covered structures and sheds. 
• Removal of 12 trees and the pruning of 10 trees. 
• The construction of three (3) detached sheds including: 

o Workshop 1 a 12m x 28m (336m2) concrete slab walls and metal roof. 
o Workshop 2 a 12m x 18.2m (216m2) with mezzanine (54.5m2) and an office 

and reception on the ground level of the building.    
o Workshop 3 a 12m x 24m (288m2) with mezzanine (114.3m2).   

• All three buildings have a sink, toilet and shower amenities.   
• Wash Bay 8m x 10m (80m2). 
• 3 x 10,000L above ground water tanks. 
• Vehicle parking for 12 vehicles constructed as hardstand gravel.   
• Planting of 15 Swamp mahogany trees. 

 

The buildings will be used for rural industry, specialising in the maintenance of farm 
equipment and repairs to private rural infrastructure. The proposal states a total of 20 staff 
with 10 staff working on the site with the other 10 staff off-site servicing machinery. The off-
site staff will visit the site on average 3 times a day to get parts and receive details of their 
next jobs. On average, 3 to 4 pieces of farm equipment are delivered or leave the site each 
day. These items are generally delivered by a flatbed truck up to 10.5m in length.  For large 
equipment, a 12.5m flatbed truck is utilized. The sheds can accommodate up to 13 items of 
machinery of various sizes and store 8 items of plant.   
 

The proposal seeks the following operational hours:  
 

• Monday to Friday - 7am to 5pm; 
• Saturdays - 8am to 3pm; and  
• Sundays / Public Holidays – Closed. 

 

Key Issues 

The key issues of relevance to this Council report have been provided below. A detailed 
assessment of the Development Application is provided in the Assessment Report under 
Attachment 3. 
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Filling and Earthworks in Flood Prone Land 
 

The subject site is affected by 1% (1 in 100 year) AEP flood extent with flood level 9.73m AHD. 
The depth of flow ranges between 3.6m - 4.8m and velocity ranges between 0m/s and 0.42 
m/s. The entire site is classified as high hazard and flood storage area. The proposal seeks 
the importation of 1,428m³ fill to a depth of up to 1.4 metres.  
 

The applicant provided information to address flood related matters on the 28 January 
2026. Council’s Flood Engineer has reviewed the Stormwater Management Plan (Rev D) and 
the DRAINS files in relation to local catchment impacts and is satisfied that the impact of 
the development on Hunter River regional flooding is minimal. 
 

The proposed drainage design, including the provision of three x 300mm diameter pipes, 
appropriately addresses extent of likely local overland flow flooding from the upstream 
catchment. On this basis, the flood impacts associated with the proposed filling and 
development are considered acceptable, and it is concluded that the development will not 
result in adverse flooding impacts on the site, adjoining properties, or the surrounding 
environment. 
 

Accordingly, the proposal is considered to be consistent with the relevant flood planning 
provisions of Maitland Local Environmental Plan (MLEP) 2011 and Maitland Development 
Control Plan (MDCP) 2011. 
 

PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 
 

The application was placed on public exhibition for a period of 14 days from 29 July 2024 to 
12 August 2024 in accordance with the legislative requirements. During this time one 
submission was received. The submission raised concerns on the scale of the proposed 
development, its consistency in the rural zoning, the extent of tree removal proposed, noise 
impacts and extent of proposed structures on the site. A detailed response to the 
submissions provided in the Assessment Report found in Attachment 3.  The amended plans 
have not been re-notified given the limited scope of the variations which have been 
proposed. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 
 

Statutory implications relating to assessment of the subject application have been 
addressed in the body of the report. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 

In response to the deferral from the Ordinary Meeting of Council held on 9 December 2025, 
the applicant has submitted additional supporting information which satisfactorily 
addresses the key issues. This application has been assessed against the relevant heads of 
consideration in section 4.15(1) of the Act as acceptable and is now recommended for 
approval subject to the conditions contained in Attachment 4 of the report. 
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© Maitland City Council 2025
© NSW Spatial Services 2025
© Nearmap 2025

This map has been prepared on the basis of information available to Council at the date of issue. However, that information may be
subject to change over a limited time. It is the responsibility of the user to make their own decision about the information found. The
Council cannot warrant and does not represent that the advice can be relied on completely. The Council also cannot accept any
responsibility, or liability for any loss, damage, cost or expense you might incur as a result of the use of or reliance upon the
information. The map is for information purposes only and is not to be re-engineered, modified or used for any other purpose than for
information.
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6. Any service line unless otherwise noted has been plotted from the records of relevant authorities where available. Prior to any demolition, excavation or construction on the
site, the relevant authority should be contacted for possible location of further underground services and detailed locations of all service
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10.5 Project Update - Hitching Post High Street Maitland - Local Heritage 
Listing 

FILE NO: RZ24001 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Strategic Planning  

AUTHOR: Principal Strategic Planner  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 3 Vibrant Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 3.2.1 Diverse heritage and cultures         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
This report provides Council with an update on actions taken in response to resolutions 
made on 22 August 2023 and 9 July 2024 regarding the Hitching Post, located at 461 High 
Street, Maitland. 
 

In accordance with Council’s resolutions, officers have completed an independent heritage 
assessment and commenced preparation of a draft Planning Proposal to amend the 
Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 to list the Hitching Post as an item of local heritage 
significance. 
 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement to use the completed heritage assessment to 
develop a digital brochure outlining the historical significance of the Hitching Post, and to 
install a QR code near the site to improve public access to this information. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council notes the information contained in this report. 
2. The heritage assessment report prepared by GML Heritage be used to 

develop a digital brochure outlining the historical significance of the 
Hitching Post, to be published on Council’s website and other relevant 
digital platforms as required. 

3. Council investigate appropriate options for the digital displaying of 
information that is easily accessible to the public such as QR code or 
smart tags. 

4. Council endorses the closure of the resolution of 9 July 2024 relating to 
the preparation and progression of a Planning Proposal for the Hitching 
Post as a heritage item of local significance under Schedule 5 of the 
Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011. 
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REPORT 

Background 
 

At its meeting of 22 August 2023, Council resolved to undertake a heritage assessment of 
the Hitching Post and report the findings back to Council. A budget allocation of $20,000 
plus GST was approved for this work. 
GML Heritage Pty Ltd was engaged to undertake the assessment. The assessment 
concluded that the Hitching Post demonstrates local heritage significance. 
At its meeting of 9 July 2024, Council resolved to prepare a Planning Proposal to list the 
Hitching Post as an item of local heritage significance under Schedule 5 of the Maitland 
Local Environmental Plan 2011. 
 

Work Undertaken to Date 
 

In accordance with Council’s resolutions, staff have: 
• Commissioned and managed the independent heritage assessment. 
• Reported the findings of the assessment to Council. 
• Commenced preparation of a draft Planning Proposal in line with Councils resolution. 
• Commenced preparation of communications and engagement plan. 

 

Proposed Public Information and Interpretation 
 

To improve public understanding of the historical context of the Hitching Post, it is proposed 
that the heritage assessment be adapted into a concise digital brochure. The brochure 
would summarise the historical background, context and assessed significance of the item, 
and be published on Council’s website and other relevant digital platforms. 
To support on-site interpretation, it is further proposed that a QR code be installed in an 
appropriate location near the Hitching Post. The QR code would link directly to the digital 
brochure, enabling members of the public and visitors to access the historical information 
via mobile device while at the site. 
 

The placement and design of the QR code would be undertaken in a manner that is discreet, 
durable and consistent with Council’s public domain standards. This approach provides a 
practical means of making the independently prepared research accessible and supports 
informed public awareness of the site’s historical significance. This is also in alignment with 
the intentions of the outstanding Council resolution.  
 

CONCLUSION 

The heritage significance of the Hitching Post has been formally assessed, and 
comprehensive historical research has been completed. 
 

Developing a digital brochure and installing a QR code near the site would provide a 
practical means of making this information readily accessible to the community and visitors. 
This approach enhances public understanding of the item’s historical context and builds on 
the work already undertaken in response to Council’s prior resolutions. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The development of a digital brochure and installation of a QR code will have minimal 
budgetary implications. These costs can be absorbed within existing operational budgets. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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10.6 Visitor Information Service 

FILE NO: 12/52 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Director City Services  

AUTHOR: Manager Strategic Planning 
Manager Libraries & Learning  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.2 Trusted customer experience         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Council resolved in August 2023 to discontinue a standalone accredited Visitor Information 
Centre (VIC) and to investigate alternative delivery models for access to visitor information. 
Since then, officers have completed analysis drawing on the 2023 Visitor Information 
Services Review, ten-week community engagement, and updated service usage metrics. The 
recommended approach is to integrate access to visitor information from the Maitland 
Regional Art Gallery (MRAG). As the City’s foremost cultural attraction, this provides a 
sustainable and seamless customer experience, with MRAG a recognized touchpoint for 
visitors and residents looking to explore the city. This approach will be supported through 
visitor information available on Council’s MyMaitland website.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
  

1. Council endorses integrating access to Visitor Information from the Maitland 
Regional Art Gallery (MRAG), commencing Friday 1 May.  

2.  Council note that this approach is consistent with the August 2023 Council 
resolution and community engagement outcomes regarding access to visitor 
information. 

3.  Council notes that a report on potential use of the current Visitor Information 
Centre for Heritage storage and exhibition will be provided at the April 2026 
meeting of Council.  

 

REPORT 

Access to visitor information 
At the Ordinary Meeting of 22 August 2023, Council resolved to discontinue a standalone 
accredited VIC and undertake further analysis on alternative delivery models for visitor 
information. Engagement received 1,028 submissions, with strong 
support for retaining face-to-face access. Service usage stabilised at 125 walk-ins and 70 
calls per week, while the MyMaitland website now exceeds 350,000 unique users annually.   
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Analysis considered several delivery options, including colocation at several other Council 
facilities, as well as providing a digital only service. This report presents a 
recommended approach to integrate access to visitor information at the MRAG. This 
approach supports contemporary visitor behaviour and provides an integrated and 
accessible customer experience. The MRAG location also provides improved face-to-face 
accessibility for visitors attending major events such as Hunter Valley Steamfest, with the 
facility within walking distance of key event areas and visitor information services. Council 
can increase resourcing during peak event periods to better align service delivery with 
demand and for improved visitor information experience. 
 
Furthermore, it acknowledges the MRAG as a significant cultural attraction in the city and 
touchpoint for visitors and residents wanting to experience what Maitland has to offer, with 
operational hours from Tuesday to Sunday. Subject to resourcing considerations for the 
MRAG post service implementation, visitor information services on Mondays will be delivered 
through Council’s Administration Centre. Appropriate signage will be installed at both MRAG 
and the Administration Centre to clearly direct visitors. 
 
Utilisation and Activation at the VIC site 
At the December 2025 Councillor Briefing, several constraints were highlighted from the 
feasibility assessment of a Heritage exhibition facility operating from the VIC site. These 
related to planning considerations, size of facility and significant costs to realise an 
exhibition facility at the site. A report on the potential for the site to be used for heritage 
storage and exhibition (or other community uses) will be provided to the April 2026 meeting 
of Council. This report will provide recommendations for the “next steps” in this regard. This 
will ensure that associated actions for the site are determined prior to the proposed 
cessation of Visitor Information Services from the VIC on Thursday, 30 April 2026. 
 
Officers have confirmed continued access to RV parking and facilities at Harold Gregson 
Reserve is being managed. Furthermore, access to the dump point at the VIC will remain in 
place and available to the public. The Local Transport Forum considered a report on 
management options at its March 2026 meeting. Staff are now progressing endorsed 
actions. Lease arrangements currently in place with the Central Park Café, located at the 
VIC site, are continuing. This ensures activation at the site with the cessation of Visitor 
Information Service, and whilst Officers deliver actions related to Council’s determination of 
future use of the VIC. 
 
Communication of Changes 
Access to visitor information from the MRAG and via the MyMaitland website, will be 
supported by a communications plan to inform visitors and residents of where information 
can be found via the website, social media and other distributions channel. Details regarding 
RV access and services will also be communicated through this process.  
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 
 

Risk 

Inherent 
Risk 
Rating 

(E, H, M, L) 

Risk 
Mitigation/ 
Treatment 

Residual 
Risk 
Rating 

(E, H, M, L) 

Resourcing – 
Within Or 
Additional 

Within 
Risk 
Appetite? 
Y/N 

There is a risk of 
the Visitor 
Information 
Centre remaining 
open that may 
lead to ongoing 
excessive resource 
costs to provide 
this service. 

Medium 

Amend the 
operations of 
the visitor 
information 
service to be 
provided by 
other existing 
staff and 
close the 
visitor 
information 
center. 

Low Yes Yes 

There is a risk of 
community 
members feeling 
that Council has 
closed another 
service that may 
lead to 
reputational 
damage. 

Medium 

Communicate 
that face to 
face servicing 
will be 
available from 
MRAG. 

Low 

Monitor 
resourcing 
needs at 
MRAG to 
ensure peak 
period 
coverage is 
suitable. 

Yes 

There is a risk that 
MRAG staff are 
not able to 
provide an 
appropriate visitor 
information 
service that could 
result in 
community 
dissatisfaction. 

low 

Provide 
suitable 
resources, 
training and 
support to 
MRAG staff 
and casuals 
(as required) 
in delivery of 
visitor 
information. 

Low Yes Yes 

 

 

CONCLUSION 

The recommended MRAG approach delivers contemporary and sustainable access to visitor 
information, consistent with Council’s 2023 direction and community expectations.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

Access to visitor information from the MRAG will result in reduced VIC related operating 
costs, whilst providing continued access to visitor information to residents and visitors.  
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The recommended model aligns with Council’s customer experience objectives and will be 
reflected in updates to the Destination Management Plan.  
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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11 City Services 

11.1 Year-Round Grants Program Round Four 2025/2026 

FILE NO: 10/5/27 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Community & Recreation  

AUTHOR: Coordinator Major Venues & Facilities 
Team Leader Community & Sport Liaison 
Community Development & Programs Officer  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 3 Vibrant Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 3.3.2 Advocacy and partnerships         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program aims to provide financial support to 
residents living in the Local Government Area (LGA) who are aspiring to achieve excellence 
at the highest levels in their chosen sport OR are seeking professional development or small 
project opportunities in the field of creative arts.  
  
This report presents to Council a recommendation to endorse the funding of eight (8) 
applications under Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program Round Four (4) 
2025/2026.   
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council approves the allocation of funds for Round Four (4) of the Year-Round 
Community Grants Program 2025/2026, as recommended in this report for 
applications numbered one (1) to eight (8) in accordance with Section 356 of the 
Local Government Act, 1993.  

2. Council formally thanks all thirteen (13) applicants for their submissions and 
advises them of Council's decision.    

 

REPORT 

Maitland City Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program aims to provide financial 
support to individuals or sporting teams from the Maitland LGA. It aims to help people reach 
their full potential in national or international sporting events, pursue professional 
development or undertake small creative arts projects.  
 
Through our Year-Round Community Grants Programs, we aim to:  
 

• Provide applicants with support and encouragement that will help them to 
develop to their full potential within their chosen field.   
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• Offer financial assistance to individuals or teams representing the Maitland LGA 
in sporting endeavours at national or international levels or individuals 
undertaking professional development opportunities or small project 
opportunities in their field of creative arts.  

 
The Year-Round Grants Program includes one distinct sub program, being the Individual 
Development Grants Program. This has two distinctive subcategories:   
 
1. Sports  
 
This subcategory provides support in recognition for an individual or team achievement in 
fields of competitive sport. This grant is open to applicants all year and provides funding to 
assist individuals/teams who have been selected, qualified or are nominated by a 
recognised peak body to represent and compete at national or international level. The funds 
are provided to assist with the travel and event related costs of attending sporting 
championships.  
 
Grant amounts allocated in recognition of representation and participation at a national or 
international level are as follows:  
 

• $540 for individuals selected to compete on behalf of NSW at a national competition 
or equivalent 

• $900 for individuals selected to compete on behalf of Australia at an international 
competition or equivalent 

• $1,200 for individuals competing at the Commonwealth Games 
• $1,800 for individuals competing at the Olympic Games. 
• Teams – 25% of the level of support for each selected individual.*  

 
 *If Council identifies that individuals are part of a team, the level of support will be provided 
at a 25% level for each individual. Team applications will need to be submitted by a coach or 
equivalent instructor in the relevant field of competitive and recreational sport.  
 
2. Creative Arts  
 
This subcategory is designed to support professional development opportunities for artists 
while also supporting small project initiatives. It aims to assist artists from diverse 
backgrounds and at all stages of their careers, encompassing a wide range of art forms and 
practices. Individuals can apply for up to $900 per application.  
 
Examples of funding proposals include:  

• Support to develop a new exhibition, composition, or other artwork 
• Small community projects (for example to initiate classes, groups) 
• Creative production costs (e.g. printing, studio use, mastering) 
• Small scale projects that do not employ others but have impact, practice development, 

marketing and distribution initiatives and/or capability development 
• Professional development and learning opportunities to support your chosen arts 

creative or heritage practice.  
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At the 11 February 2025 Council Meeting, in accordance with Section 377 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, Council delegated the approval of Individual Development Grants 
(Sports) stream to the General Manager, effective from the closing of Round 4 2024/25 (28 
February 2025), in instances where assessment by the panel and approval by the elected 
Council would result in applicants being funded post attendance at their nominated event.   
This was not required for any applications from Round Four (4) 2025/26. 
 
Applications Received  
 
As these grants are Year-Round, applicants can apply at any time throughout the year with 
rounds closing periodically to allow assessment. Applications received after the closure date 
of a round will be presented for assessment in the following round. Noting throughout the 
year there are five (5) closure dates. 
 
Applications for Round Four (4) of the Year-Round Community Grants Program 2025/2026 
closed Saturday 31 January 2026. In response to the call for applications, thirteen (13) 
applications were received. 
 
Seven (7) applications received for Round Four (4) were related to the sports category and 
six (6) applications were related to the creative arts category.  
 
CONSULTATION  

The Community Grants Assessment panel was consulted as outlined in the ‘review and 
assessment’ section of this report.  
 
Council Officers have also been consulted with Libraries, Maitland Regional Art Gallery and 
Place Activation teams to identify additional promotional opportunities for the Creative Arts 
stream. An Electronic Direct Mail (EDM) has been developed for distribution through these 
networks. It is anticipated that these additional promotional opportunities will create 
increased awareness and subsequently increased applications to the Creative Arts stream in 
the future.  
 
Council Officers have implemented a communications plan for the Creative Arts Stream, 
with flyers distributed and monthly social media posts scheduled to promote each round, 
beginning from May 2025. A monthly social media schedule for the Sports Stream has been 
developed, with the first post published in October 2025 and ongoing posts scheduled each 
month moving forward. 
 
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT  
In accordance with Council’s Community Grants Program Policy, the assessment of the 
thirteen (13) applications for Round Four (4) of the Community Grants Program Year-Round 
categories was conducted by a Council Officer, with a final review of all applications 
completed by the Assessment Panel. 
 
The Assessment Panel consists of two Councillors, a Mayoral representative and two 
independent community representatives. Members of the Assessment Panel were Mayor 
Philip Penfold, Cr Mike Yarrington, Cr Kristy Flannery, Penny Chapman and Robert Kerr. The 
panel is responsible for reviewing and assessing applications submitted through Council’s 
online grant management platform, SmartyGrants. Council Officers facilitated this process 
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by preparing a summary of all applications received for the Community Grants Assessment 
Panel’s consideration. There were no conflicts of interest declared by the Councillors or 
independent community representatives for Round Four (4), and as such, each application 
was reviewed by all five panel members.   
 

The following table provides a brief description of the eight (8) recommended applicants, 
the funding amount requested, and the funding amount endorsed by the Community Grants 
Assessment Panel for Round Four (4) 2025/2026. 

 Individual Development Grant Round Four (4) – Sports 

 Assessment Panel Funding Recommendations 

  Applicant  
Name  

Level of 
Selection  

Type of 
Sport  

Competition Amount 
Requested  

Amount 
Recommended  

Cumulative 
Total  

1.  Sienna 
Compton 

National  Track & 
Field 

School Sport 
Australia Track & 
Field Championships 
in Canberra, ACT, in 
November 2025. 

$540.00 $540.00  $540.00 

2.
  

Eve Power National Netball 2026 National 
Netball 
Championships in 
Melbourne, VIC, in 
April 2026. 

$540.00 $540.00 $1,080.00 

3.  Rachel 
Azzopardi 

National Hockey Hockey Indoor NSW 
– U18 Girls Blues in 
Canberra, ACT, in 
January 2026. 

$540.00 $540.00 $1,620.00 

4.  Arwen 
Kavanagh 

National Softball 2026 Softball 
Australia Cup Team 
in Windsor, QLD, in 
January 2026. 

$540.00 $540.00 $2,160.00 

 Individual Development Grant Round Four (4) – Creative Arts 

 Assessment Panel Funding Recommendations 

 Applicant  
Name 

Application 
Category 

Project Name and Details Amount 
Requested 

Amount 
Recommended  

Cumulative 
Total  

5.  Ben Kenning Visual Art One-week residency at 
Muswellbrook Regional Arts 
Centre and Hunter 
Conservatorium of Music – 
project includes the development 
of new visual artworks and live 
improvised drawing 
performances. 

$900.00 $900.00 $3,060.00 
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Ineligible applications 
 
Five (5) applications did not meet the eligibility and assessment criteria outlined in the 
Community Grants Program Guidelines. These applications were presented to the panel to 
confirm ineligibility and have been excluded from this report. Reasons for ineligibility include: 
participation in activities not endorsed by relevant peak bodies or National Sporting 
Organisations, residence outside the Maitland LGA, inclusion of travel/tour components, or 
missing supporting documentation including official quotes for expenses. The applicants will 
be advised that they may reapply in the next funding round, which closes on 30 April 2026, 
should they meet the eligibility requirements. 
 
CONCLUSION 

With thirteen (13) applications received, the Community Grants Assessment Panel 
recommended full funding to eight (8) of the submissions. Funded applications will assist in 
helping applicants reach their full potential in national or international sporting events, or 
through creative projects and professional development within the creative arts sector. The 
Assessment Panel funding recommendations total $5,760.00 as outlined above and are 
within available budget allocations. 
 
Round Five (5) of the Year-Round Individual Development Grants is now open and will close 
on 30 April 2026. 
 
 

6. Sophie 
Clissold 

 
Literature 

Novel Writing- project includes 
the self-publication of Striking 
Gold, the debut novella in 
Sophie’s historical romance 
series, covering production costs 
and professional development.  

$900.00 $900.00 $3,960.00 

7. David Wells Multiart form Seeing Place: Visual Storytelling 
for an Upcoming Single in 
Maitland – project includes the 
filing and production of a place-
based music video and 
promotional photography in 
Maitland.  

$900.00 $900.00 $4,860.00 

8. Toni McLeod Visual Art Gel Plate Workshop - Series 1 – 
project includes delivering four 
gel plate printing and collage 
workshops at Maitland Regional 
Art Gallery, providing an 
accessible introduction to the 
technique while supporting 
teaching development. 

$900.00 $900.00 $5,760.00 

Total recommended funding for Individual Development Grant Round Four (4)  $5,760.00 
  

Total funding delegated by the General Manager for Individual Development Grant Round 
Four (4)  

$0 

  

Total Expenditure for Individual Development Grant Round Four (4)  $5,760.00 
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Round Two and Three 2025/26 Recipient Outcomes  

Council Officers have highlighted some of the outcomes achieved by recipients of Round 
Two and Three 2025/26 Individual Development Grants Program. Please note that this list is 
not comprehensive and does not capture all grant recipient outcomes, however, provides a 
sample of some of the achievements of the grant recipients from these rounds.  
 

 Sport 

Applicant  
Name  

Level of 
Selection  

Type of Sport  Competition Outcome 

Sienna Compton   National Swimming School Sport 
Australia 
Swimming 
Championships in 
Ballarat, VIC 

Sienna became the 10 - 12 years multi 
class champion at the School Sport 
Australia Games winning gold in all 10 
individual events and also gold in the 2 
relay events for NSW where her team 
broke School Sport Australia relay 
record. 

Lucas Hyslop National Cross Country School Sports 
Australia Cross 
Country 
Championships, 
Gold Coast, QLD 

Lucas achieved outstanding results at 
the Cross Country Championships, 
earning three medals: gold in the 10-
year-old multi-class individual event, 
gold in the 10-year-old multi-class team 
event, and silver in the 10–12-year-old 
multi-class relay. 

Creative Arts 
Applicant  
Name  

Category Project Name Project  
Location 

Outcome 

Grace Lewis Dance Showcase 
National Dance 
Championships 

Broadbeach,  
QLD 

Grace received a high gold award for 
jazz, gold awards for lyrical, commercial 
contemporary and the Broadway dance 
she performed in the open section, and 
a high silver for her classical ballet. 
Grace received positive feedback from 
her teachers, teammates and teachers 
from other studios on her 
performances, particularly her stage 
presence. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The table below provides an overview of the expenditure to date for the Community Grants 
Program for 2025/2026 financial year.  
 

Source Amount 
(excl GST) 

Comments 

INCOME   
Section 356 Community Grants 25/26 
Budget 

$180,000.00 60% Community Projects Grants  
12% Community Celebrations Grants 
25% Individual Development Grants 
3% Discretionary 

Section 356 Community Grants 24/25 
Budget rollover  

$50,898.00 This rollover will be used as 
supplementary funding if any category 
fully expends funding and there are 
applications received that would 
otherwise be supported. 

CURRENT INCOME BUDGET $230,898.00  
   
EXPENDITURE   
Round One (1) Biannual Grants 2025/2026 
Expenditure (completed)  

$73,464.71 $73,464.71 for Community Projects 

Round One (1) Year-Round Grants 
2025/2026 Expenditure (completed)  

$3,480.00  

Round Two (2) Year-Round Grants 
2025/2026 Expenditure (completed) 

$5,130.00  

Round Two (2) Biannual Grants 2025/2026 
Expenditure (completed) 

$92,952.35 $75,072.35 for Community Projects 
$17,880.00 for Community Celebrations 

Round Three (3) Year-Round Grants 
2025/2026 Expenditure (completed) 

$6,211.62  

Proposed Round Four (4) Year-Round 
Grants funding recommendations 

$5,760.00  

TOTAL COST $186,998.68  

RESULT $43,899.32 Remaining 25/26 budget available 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 
  

Risk  Risk 
rating  

Proposed treatment  Proposed 
risk rating  

Resourcing – 
existing or 
additional 

There is a reputational risk of the 
recommended applications not 
being funded that may lead to 
poor community outcomes.  

Medium Council endorse the 
recommended 
applications for funding.  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a financial risk of grant 
funding being used by applicants 
for something other than the 
identified project that may lead to 
misuse of Council funding.  
  

Medium Funding agreements will 
be developed that outline 
the requirements of 
expenditure including that 
funds cannot be spent on 
anything outside of the 
project scope. Acquittals 
will also need to be 
completed by applicants.  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a reputational risk of 
failing to offer financial support 
to applicants that may lead to a 
fractured reputation for Council 
within the community.  
  
  

Medium Council endorse the 
recommended 
applications for funding, 
upholding Council’s 
commitment to financially 
support community 
initiatives. 
 
  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a reputational risk of 
perceived lack of transparency 
regarding funding allocations that 
may lead to a damaged 
reputation within the community.   
  

Medium Eligibility and assessment 
criteria for the program 
are available on Council’s 
website which provides 
transparency regarding 
the assessment process, 
additionally scoring is 
completed by the panel 
which subsequently 
identifies funding.  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a financial risk associated 
with confusion around remaining 
available budget by the panel, 
where assessment is completed 
by the GM which may lead to 
incorrect funding 
recommendations being made by 
the panel. 

Medium Council Officers report to 
Council, outlining 
recommendations made 
by the GM, and resulting 
budgetary impacts. 
Council Officers regularly 
advise the Assessment 
Panel as to the 
expenditure and 
remaining funds available. 

Low Within existing 
resources 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter refers to the Community Grants Program Policy and associated documents 
including guidelines and the Assessment Panel Terms of Reference. This policy provides 
direction on the types of programs that are funded, standard eligibility criteria for 
applicants and the governance and appeals processes for this program. This matter is in 
accordance with Council’s adopted Code of Conduct. 
 
STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter is in accordance with Section 356 and Section 377 of the Local Government Act 
1993.  
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11.2 Rescinding of Plant and Equipment Replacement Policy 

FILE NO: 12/6 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Plant and Equipment Replacement Policy (2023)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Works  

AUTHOR: Civil Engineer  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.3.1 Informed planning         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Council staff have undertaken a detailed review of Council’s Plant and Equipment 
Replacement Policy. During the review, the policy was deemed to be no longer required, as 
its intent and controls can be more effectively implemented and maintained through an 
operational procedure.  
 

Operational procedures enable flexibility to reflect changes in legislative and operational 
requirements, technological advancements, industry best practice, and financial 
considerations, ensuring plant management and procurement remains current and effective. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council’s Plant and Equipment Replacement Policy be rescinded. 
 

REPORT 

Council policies are strategic documents which formally express Council’s position on a 
particular issue. Policies are not intended to cover operational matters, which are more 
appropriately documented by way of internal protocols and procedures.  
 

The existing Plant and Equipment Replacement Policy primarily outlines operational 
processes and administrative requirements for managing plant and equipment. It includes 
legislative obligations and decision-making criteria rather than establishing a clear strategic 
position or governance framework. 
 

Transitioning to an operational procedure will ensure guidance remains clear and accessible 
to staff. It will also provide greater flexibility to respond to changing legislative, operational 
requirements, technological advancements, plant performance data and industry best 
practice. 
 

Operational procedures can be reviewed and updated more efficiently than formal policies, 
ensuring plant lifecycle management remains current, effective, and aligned with Council’s 
Procurement Policy, asset management principles, and service delivery needs.  
 

This approach maintains appropriate governance while improving Council’s ability to make 
timely and informed plant management decisions. 
 

Council will retain oversight of plant expenditure through the annual adoption of the Capital 
Works Program. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Plant and Equipment Replacement Policy is no longer required as a policy by Maitland 
City Council. Council Officers therefore recommended that the policy be rescinded and 
managed via Councils Procurement Policy and an operational procedure. 
 

CONSULTATION 

Internal consultation was completed with Plant Services and City Services staff. 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

Council will retain financial oversight of plant expenditure through the annual adoption of 
the Capital Works Program. 
 

RISK IMPLICATIONS    

Risk  Risk 
rating  

Proposed treatment  Proposed 
risk rating  

Resourcing – 
within or 
additional  

There is a risk that outdated 
policy could conflict with 
current legislation, 
operational requirements, 
technological 
advancements and industry 
best practice that may lead 
to confusion with 
operational delivery 
 

Medium Rescinding policy Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk that the 
policy is being utilised in 
place of operational 
procedures which restricts 
Councils timely ability to 
adapt to current legislation, 
operational requirements, 
technological 
advancements and industry 
best practice 

 Medium Rescinding policy and 
adopting operational 
procedure 

Low Within existing 
resources  

There is a risk of not having 
a policy that may lead to 
poor decision making. 

Medium Utilising operating 
procedures to provide 
guidance for decision 
making 

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk of perceived 
lack of transparency by 
rescinding the policy that 
may lead to negative 
impact on Councils 
reputation 

Medium Utilising operating 
procedures to enable 
Council to adapt to 
changes in current 
legislation, operational 
requirements, 
technological 
advancements and 
industry best practice  

Low Within existing 
resources 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The rescinding of the policy will result in an amendment to Council’s Policy Register to reflect 
the removal. 
 
Plant and equipment replacement and procurement will continue to be undertaken in 
accordance with Councils Procurement Policy and Asset Disposal Policy. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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11.3 Roadside Tributes Policy Review 2026 

FILE NO: 122/909 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Roadside Tributes Policy 2023  
2. Draft Roadside Tributes Policy 2026   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Asset Strategy and Engineering  

AUTHOR: Operations Manager Transport & Infrastructure 
Engineering 
Road Safety Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 1 Liveable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 1.2.1 Efficient and sustainable movement         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Council’s Roadside Tributes Policy was last adopted by Council in March 2023. This policy 
has now been reviewed, updated and presented to Council for adoption. 
 

The reviewed Roadside Tributes Policy 2026 provides guidelines on advice, installation, 
removal, or relocation of tributes at sites of road accidents resulting in a fatality.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 

 

THAT 

 

1. Council rescind the Roadside Tributes Policy 2023. 

2. Council adopt the Roadsides Tributes Policy 2026. 

 

 

REPORT 

A review of the Roadside Tributes policy adopted in March 2023 was conducted.  
 
Council recognises that the placement of roadside flowers or tributes is a matter for 
individual families and is acknowledged as an important part of the grieving process for the 
loss of life of a person involved in a road accident.  
 
The Roadside Tributes policy has been prepared to assist members of the community to 
plan and prepare roadside tributes to ensure they do not present a safety risk for other 
drivers or for people visiting a tribute site. 
 
Only minor changes have been made to the current policy. The changes include a more 
detailed description of the relevant NSW State Roads, updating references from 
Infrastructure and Works to City Services and minor grammar corrections. These changes 
are highlighted in the attached Draft Roadside Tributes Policy 2026. 
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This policy will be applied to all roads under the control of Maitland City Council. It does not 
include the placement of tributes on State controlled roads, where advice should be sought 
from Transport for New South Wales (TfNSW). The TfNSW roads are: 

• New England Highway. 

• Main Road 195 (MR 195): 

o Cessnock Road.  

• Main Road 104 (MR 104): 

o Melbourne St (New England Highway to Cumberland Street), 

o Cumberland St (Melbourne Street to Lindesay Street), and 

o Lindesay St, 

o Raymond Terrace Road. 

The review identified that the policy is aligned with current legislation and community 
expectations. No issues with the application of the policy have been identified since its 
adoption in 2023. 

CONCLUSION 

The Roadside Tributes Policy 2026 will continue to provide the community with guidelines for 
the placement of flowers and small tributes at sites of road accidents involving a fatality, 
within the Maitland City Council Local Government Area. 
 

It is recommended that Council adopt the reviewed 2026 Roadside Tributes Policy. 
 

CONSULTATION 

The Roadside Tributes Policy incorporates internal consultation feedback from the City 
Services and City Planning teams. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

RISK IMPLICATIONS  

Risk Risk 
rating 

Proposed 
treatment 

Proposed 
risk rating 

Resourcing – 
within or 
additional 

There is a risk of roadside 
tributes being too large and/or 
create a distraction for drivers, 
that may lead to injuries or 
traffic accidents. 

Low Adoption of 
new policy 

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk of roadside 
tributes being placed in an area 
with a high level of foot traffic, 
that may lead to injury or 
damage to the tribute. 

Low Adoption of 
new policy 

Low Within existing 
resources 
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There is a risk of roadside 
tributes being located too close 
to the edge of the road or in 
areas where vehicles pull off 
and re-enter the road, that may 
lead to injuries or traffic 
accidents. 

Low Adoption of 
new policy  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk that roadside 
tributes are placed in a location 
that inhibits property access or 
has a visual impact on a 
property, that may lead to 
traffic accidents or 
disagreement with adjoining 
landowner(s). 

Low  Adoption of 
new policy  

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk of roadside 
tributes being removed without 
following the appropriate steps 
and if possible, discussing the 
removal with the family or 
person responsible for placing 
the tribute, that may lead to 
reputational damage for 
council 

Low Adoption of 
new policy 
and training 
of staff 

Low Within existing 
resources 

  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This policy will work in conjunction with the following Maitland City Council Policies: 
• Risk Management Policy 2025 
• Roadside Environment Policy 2026 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The Roadside Environment Policy has the following statutory implications: 
• Local Government Act 1993  
• Roads Act 1993  
• Work Health and Safety Act 2011 

. 
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11.4 Local Transport Forum Meeting Minutes (February 2026) 

FILE NO: 140/5 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Local Transport Forum Minutes (5 February 2026) 
(Under Separate Cover)  

2. Reference Map - NHVR 1234100V2  
3. 9 December 2025 Item 12.2 LTF Council Report 

and Minutes (Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Asset Strategy and Engineering  

AUTHOR: Traffic Management Officer 
Operations Manager Transport & Infrastructure 
Engineering  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 1 Liveable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 1.2.3 Safe and efficient road networks         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The minutes of Maitland City Council’s Local Transport Forum Meeting held on Thursday, 5 
February 2026 are attached.  At this meeting, the following reports were considered: 
 
5.1 – Event - Steamfest 2026 - Event Traffic & Transport Management. 
5.2 - Anzac Day - Central Maitland – 25 April 2026 - Event Traffic & Transport Management. 
5.3 - Anzac Day - East Maitland – 25 April 2026 - Event Traffic & Transport Management.  
5.4 - Anzac Day - Morpeth – 25 April 2026 - Event Traffic & Transport Management. 
5.5 - Live at The Levee Street Party - Event Traffic & Transport Management.  
5.6 - Level up at The Levee - Event Traffic & Transport Management. 
5.7 - Proposed Line Marking and Signage for Sidlay Stage 1 - 547 Raymond Terrace Road, 

Chisholm. 
5.8 - Proposed Line Marking and Signage for Hillcrest Stage 3 – 48 Windermere Road, 

Lochinvar. 
5.9 - Proposed Line Marking and Signage for Railway Street, Maitland – Pedestrian Refuge 

and Pedestrian Crossing 
5.10 – Luskintyre Road NHVR B-Double Permits 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. The Local Transport Forum meeting minutes for the meeting held on 5 February 
2026 be noted; and 

2. Council approve the proposed Traffic & Transport Management for Steamfest 
2026, as per Local Transport Forum Item 5.1. This is a mandatory referral to LTF 
and Council. 
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3. Council notes the traffic management plans and road closure information for 
the following events as recommended in the attached minutes of the Local 
Transport Forum meeting:  

a. Maitland ANZAC Day service, 
b. East Maitland ANZAC Day service, 
c. Morpeth ANZAC Day service, 
d. Live at The Levee event, 
e. Level up at The Levee event. 

4. Council notes the installation of signage and line marking information for the 
following developments as recommended in the attached minutes of the Local 
Transport Forum meeting:  

a. Sidley Stage 1 - 547 Raymond Terrace Road, Chisholm, 
b. Hillcrest Stage 3 - 48 Windermere Road, Lochinvar, 
c. Pedestrian crossing and associated pedestrian facilities at Maitland 

Railway Station. 
5. Council investigates remediation of the northernmost intersection of Pywells  

Road and Luskintyre Road to allow general access vehicles to safely negotiate 
the intersection without crossing the centre line, as per Local Transport Forum 
Item 5.10. 

6. Council requests the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) rescind route 1 
(1234100R1V1) only, as shown in Attachment 2, of permit number 1234100V2, for 
B-Double use on Luskintyre Road, Luskintyre, based on road safety at the 
northern most intersection of Luskintyre Road and Pywells Road. This is a 
mandatory referral to LTF and Council, as per Local Transport Forum Item 5.10. 

 

REPORT 

The minutes of Maitland City Council’s Local Transport Forum (LTF) Meeting held on 
Thursday, 5 February are attached. The summary of items discussed at the meeting is as 
follows: 
 
Item 5.1 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is a mandatory referral to LTF 
and Council as it prevents access to a public transport stop for a period exceeding 24 hours. 
This report details the proposed changed traffic conditions associated with the Steamfest 
2026 event. 
 
Item 5.2 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is an optional referral to LTF 
and Council, detailing the proposed changed traffic conditions associated with Central 
Maitland ANZAC Day service 
 
Item 5.3 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is an optional referral to LTF 
and Council, detailing the proposed Changed Traffic Conditions associated with East 
Maitland ANZAC Day service 
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Item 5.4 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is an optional referral to LTF 
and Council, detailing the proposed Changed Traffic Conditions associated with Morpeth 
ANZAC Day service 
 
Item 5.5 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is an optional referral to LTF 
and Council, detailing the proposed Changed Traffic Conditions associated with Live at The 
Levee event 
 
Item 5.6 – Proposed Event Traffic & Transport Management is an optional referral to LTF 
and Council, detailing the proposed Changed Traffic Conditions associated with Level Up at 
The Levee event 
 
Item 5.7 – Proposed Changes to Traffic Management is an optional referral to LTF and 
Council, detailing the proposed installation of signage and line marking at Sidley Stage 1 - 
547 Raymond Terrace Road, Chisholm. 
 
Item 5.8 – Proposed Changes to Traffic Management is an optional referral to LTF and 
Council, detailing the proposed installation of signage and line marking at Hillcrest Stage 3 - 
48 Windermere Road, Lochinvar. 
 
Item 5.9 – Proposed Changes to Traffic Management is an optional referral to LTF and 
Council, detailing the proposed regulatory signage and line marking required for the 
installation of a pedestrian crossing and associated pedestrian facilities at Maitland Railway 
Station. 
 
Item 5.10 – Luskintyre Road NHVR B-double permits was referred back to LTF as a 
resolution of the December 2025 Council Meeting, as shown in Attachment 3.  
From the LTF February 2026 meeting, LTF recommends that Council investigates 
remediation of the intersection of Pywells Road and Luskintyre Road for safe passage of 
General Access Vehicles and requests for the National Heavy Vehicle Regulator (NHVR) to 
rescind route 1 (1234100R1V1) only, as shown in Attachment 2, of permit number 1234100V2, 
for the use of B-doubles on Luskintyre Road between Luskintyre and Lochinvar. The request 
to NHVR is a mandatory referral to LTF and Council as it restricts or prohibits passage along 
a road for any persons, vehicles, or animals for a period exceeding 6 months. 
 
Additional information was requested during the December 2025 Council Meeting and 
further review has been conducted with the following items checked: 

1. General Access Vehicle (GAV) safety and compliance impacts: 
a. Council staff have reviewed the GAV swept paths for bus, semi-trailer, and 

truck and dog through the northern most intersection of Luskintyre Road and 
Pywells Road. 

i. Semi-trailer – crosses the double barrier lines when travelling 
northbound at the northern most intersection of Luskintyre 
Road/Pywells Road 

ii. Truck and dog - crosses the double barrier lines when travelling 
northbound at the northern most intersection of Luskintyre 
Road/Pywells Road 

iii. Bus – doesn’t cross the lines but drives on top of them 
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2. NHVR permit approval date: 
a. Original permit – New England Highway to 1021 Luskintyre Road and back – 

15/5/25 
b. Revised permit – New England Highway to 1021 Luskintyre Road and back and 

1021 Luskintyre Road to Stanhope Road and back – 20/10/25 
3. NHVR permit end date: 

a. Original permit – 4/5/28 
b. Revised permit – 4/5/28 

4. Review processes for Council approval of B-double route and referral comments back 
to NHVR: 

a. Current process – desktop review undertaken by Council’s Asset staff 
b. Revised process – desktop review undertaken by Council’s Asset staff and 

review by Council’s traffic team. The traffic team review may include a drive 
through along the route and a swept path analysis to ensure that the NHVR 
vehicles don’t cross the line markings. Council received 687 NHVR permit 
requests in 2024/25 and there are currently 912 active NHVR permits as at the 
30 January 2026. 

5. Safety risks associated with exceptions like this not being addressed: 
a. Under the vehicle conditions on the permit it states that “Nothing within this 

permit exempts the driver or operator of the permitted heavy vehicle from 
complying with legislation regulating the use of heavy vehicles. This includes 
but is not limited to conditions applied within the vehicle’s registration, 
compliance with sign posted restrictions, traffic law or compliance with lawful 
directions of authorised officer.” 

Council is currently assessing a development application which relates to this B-double 
permit. This assessment process will follow the requirements of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act. 
 
General business items raised during the LTF meeting are to be noted, however no 
determinations are required by Council.  
 

CONSULTATION 

All regulatory 28-day notifications regarding road closures in association with events listed 
in this report have been carried out in accordance with S.38B of the Roads Act 1993 
 
Event / Road Closure Notification Publication Date 

Steamfest 2026 30 January 2026 
Anzac Day – Central Maitland 30 January 2026 
Anzac Day – East Maitland 30 January 2026 
Anzac Day – Morpeth 30 January 2026 
Live at The Levee 30 January 2026 
Level up at The Levee 30 January 2026 

 
The LTF agenda is issued prior to the meeting to allow LTF members to undertake any 
internal or external consultation as required before the meeting date. Items, including both 
agenda items and general business, are discussed with all present LTF members prior to 
concluding recommendations and issuing of minutes.  
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For project specific consultation, any consultation with stakeholders is documented in each 
individual LTF report. 
 
CONCLUSION 

The mandatory referral of items 5.1 and 5.10 are reported for endorsement by Council. 
Council notes the optional referral items 5.2, 5.3, 5.4, 5.5, 5.6, 5.7, 5.8, and 5.9 in the minutes 
of the attached LTF meeting held on 5 February 2026.  
 
General business items raised during the LTF meeting are to be noted, however no 
determinations are required by Council.  
 
RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk  Risk 
Rating  

Proposed Treatment  Proposed 
Risk Rating  

Resourcing   

There is a financial risk of the 
proposed works increasing 
Councils asset base that may 
lead to increased 
maintenance and resourcing 
requirements. 

High Anticipated increases 
are expected to be 
negligible to minor for 
inclusion within total 
assets base. 

Low Within existing 
resources. 

There is a risk associated 
with regulatory device 
installation that may lead to 
reputational harm if not 
authorised 

Med  Adopt the 
recommendation  

Low Within existing 
resources. 

There is a risk associated 
with lack of authorisation for 
regulatory device installation 
that may lead to road safety 
risks for motorists and 
pedestrians. 

High 
Adopt the 
recommendation Med 

Within existing 
resources. 

There is a risk associated 
with lack of authorisation for 
regulatory device installation 
that may lead to non-
compliance with NSW Road 
Rules and other legislation  

High Adopt the 
recommendation 

Med Within existing 
resources. 

There is a risk that 
unapproved regulatory 
device installation may lead 
to inability to enforce 
compliance. 

High 
Adopt the 
recommendation Low 

Within existing 
resources. 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

  

 

 

ITEM  VALUE (EXCL. 
GST) COMMENTS  

Expenditure      

Item 5.1 (Steam Fest) $7,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.2 (Central Maitland Anzac Day) $5,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.3 (East Maitland Anzac Day) $8,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.4 (Morpeth Anzac Day) $5,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.5 (LIVE at The Levee) $5,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.6 (Level up at The Levee) $5,000 Event Traffic Management  

Item 5.7 (Sidley Stage 1) $2,000 
Developer Works (no cost to 
Council) 

Item 5.8 (Hillcrest Stage 3) $20,000 
Developer Works (no cost to 
Council) 

Item 5.9 (Railway Street) $350,000 
Re-Vitalise Grant (Signs, line 
marking, pedestrian crossing 
and Street lighting) 

Item 5.10 (Luskintyre Road) $120,000 
Estimate of potential 
rectification road works. 

Total Expenditure  $527,000   

   

Source of Funding     

Rate Revenue $35,000 Operational budget (OPEX) 

Rate Revenue $120,000 Capital budget (CAPEX) 

Grants $350,000 Re-Vitalise Grant 

Other (please outline) $22,000 Developer Works  

Total Source of Funding $527,000   

Net Result  $0    
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This report relates to and is consistent with Council’s adopted policies including: 
• Asset Management Policy and associated Asset Management Strategy and Asset 

Management Plans 
• Procurement Policy 
• Risk Management Policy 
• Records Management Policy. 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The process associated with Local Transport Forum and approval for works is in line with 
relevant provisions: 

• NSW Roads Act 1993 
• NSW Roads Regulations 2018 
• NSW Local Government Act 
• NSW Road Rules 2014 
• WHS Act 2011. 

  

  

https://classic.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/ra199373/s115.html
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/whole/html/inforce/current/sl-2018-0512
https://www5.austlii.edu.au/au/legis/nsw/consol_act/lga1993182/
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/sl-2014-0758
https://legislation.nsw.gov.au/view/html/inforce/current/act-2011-010
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11.5 The Levee Central Maitland 10 Year Review Update 

FILE NO: 103/4/24 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Community & Recreation  

AUTHOR: Coordinator City Events & Activation 
Senior Place Activation Officer 
The Levee Public Programs Officer  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 3 Vibrant Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 3.2.2 City activation and presentation         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

At the September 2025 Council meeting, Council resolved to receive a report reviewing the 
performance of The Levee Central Maitland over its first 10 years of operation. The 
requested report was to evaluate what has worked, what could be improved, conduct a cost 
versus benefit analysis, and assess the extent to which the originally desired outcomes have 
or have not been achieved. 
 
A preliminary assessment confirms that while financial, operational and activation data is 
available across the 10 year period, historical baseline data and consistent outcome 
measures are limited. As a result, a traditional cost benefit analysis cannot be undertaken in 
a fully robust or defensible manner without reliance on assumptions or proxy measures. 
 
This report therefore seeks Council’s endorsement of the proposed scope for a 10 year 
review report that will be presented to Council in June 2026. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council endorse the proposed scope of The Levee Central Maitland 10 Year 
Review as outlined in this report, to be presented to Council in June 2026.  

REPORT 

At the September 2025 Council meeting, Council resolved to receive, by March 2026, a report 
assessing the performance of The Levee Central Maitland over its first 10 years of operation.  
 
The requested report was to evaluate what has worked, what could be improved, conduct a 
cost versus benefit analysis, and assess the extent to which the originally desired outcomes 
have or have not been achieved.  
 

To effectively deliver a detailed cost versus benefit analysis, such activity would need to rely 
on accurate and consistent historical financial, operational, activation and economic data 
spanning 10 years. 
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A preliminary review and internal consultation confirms that, while financial, operational and 
activation data is available, some baseline data has not been fully realised or captured. Due 
to expected gaps, Council Officers will prepare a report that will be presented to Council in 
June 2026, drawing on the available financial data and qualitative information to articulate 
the 10 year performance of The Levee. 
 

The proposed scope of the June report will cover the following items:  
 

Report Items Context 

Project origins and strategic 
context 

Overview of the original redevelopment and strategic context at 
the time. 

The Levee redevelopment 
delivery 

Overview of Stage 1 and Stage 2 works, including any awards and 
recognition. 

Capital investment Overview of capital expenditure and grant contributions 
associated with the redevelopment. 

10 year annual financials a. Operating and maintenance costs, incorporating 
marketing, promotion, and public activities, noting any 
notable operational cost changes over that period. 

b. Revenue from property tenancy and special rate, noting 
any rate changes over that period. 

Business landscape a. Explore open data of pre and post redevelopment business 
mix from economic data and insight platforms,  

b. Summary of business engagement activities and support 
initiatives delivered over the period 

c. Insights from targeted Levee businesses. 

Levee brand identity and 
market positioning 

Share overview of The Levee’s brand identity, positioning and 
promotional approach over the 10 year period. 

Events and activation 

 

Overview of Council led, external events and place activation 
initiatives delivered, with estimated attendance and customer 
insights. 

Current actions and pipeline 
projects 

Share current precinct initiatives and projects under investigation 
or in planning. 

Future opportunities for 
consideration 

Share opportunities for Council consideration. 
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To ensure transparency and governance integrity: 
• All data gaps will be clearly identified. 
• Any assumptions applied will be explicitly documented. 
• Findings will be presented as a high level performance overview rather than a 

traditional detailed cost benefit analysis. 
 

CONCLUSION 

Due to baseline data not being fully captured over the past 10 years, historical data gaps 
may exist, limiting the ability to provide a traditional cost benefit analysis in a fully robust or 
defensible manner. Instead, the June 2026 report will provide a comprehensive review, 
drawing on available financial data and qualitative evidence to articulate The Levee’s 10 
year performance. 
 

Endorsement of the proposed scope at this stage ensures clarity of expectations and 
enables preparation of a transparent and meaningful review for Council’s consideration in 
June 2026. 
 

RISK IMPLICATIONS  

Risk Risk 
Rating 

Proposed Treatment  Proposed 
Risk 
Rating 

Resourcing – 
(Within or 
additional) 

There is a risk that gaps 
in historical data may 
require assumptions, 
that may lead to 
reduced overall 
confidence and value of 
the findings presented 
to Council, potentially 
impacting strategic 
decision making. 

Medium Define the scope and 
limitation of the report 
and be transparent in 
data gaps and any 
assumptions. 

Seek ELT and Council 
endorsement of the report 
scope and limitation. 

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk that the 
social and cultural 
benefits are not fully 
captured that may lead 
to underrepresentation 
of the broader value of 
The Levee beyond the 
financial and economic 
measures. 

Medium Define the scope and 
limitation of the report 
and be transparent in 
data gaps and any 
assumptions. 

Seek ELT and Council 
endorsement of the report 
scope and limitation. 

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk that data 
limitations may affect 
how the findings of the 
10-year review are 
perceived that may lead 
to reputational impacts 
for Council. 

Medium Define the scope and 
limitation of the report 
and be transparent in 
data gaps and any 
assumptions. 

 

Medium Within existing 
resources 
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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12 Customer and Digital Services  

Nil 
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13 People and Performance 

13.1 Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy 

FILE NO: 81/17 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy DRAFT  
2. Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy 2017   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager  

AUTHOR: Executive Manager People and Performance  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.3.2 Culture of improvement and innovation         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy is due for review and this report presents a 
revised draft Policy for adoption. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 

1. Council endorses the revised Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy 
(Attachment 1) to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2. Should there be no submissions of objection;  
a. Council adopts the Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy. 
b. Council delegates any minor changes of the Policy to the General 

Manager.  Any significant changes will result in a further report and 
recommendation to Council. 

 
 

REPORT 

The Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy (Attachment 2) was presented to Council on 28 
March 2017 where content changes were made and then branding was updated in February 
2025.  Upon review of the current policy, it was observed that the policy was requiring a 
significant update.   
 
This updated policy establishes a fraud and corruption prevention system (F&CP system) 
consistent with the Australian Standard on Fraud and Corruption Control (AS 8001:2021) and 
the NSW Fraud and Corruption Policy as adopted by the NSW Audit Office and 
recommended as a model policy for local government by the Office of Local Government 
(OLG). 
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CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that Council adopt the revised Fraud and Corruption Prevention Policy. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

This Policy is written in accordance with legislation and statutory requirements:- 

• Australian Standard 8001-2021 – Fraud and Corruption Control 

• Independent Commission Against Corruption Act 1988 

• NSW Local Government Act 1993 

• Public interest Disclosures Act 2022 
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14 Finance 

14.1 Draft Procurement Policy 

FILE NO: 35/1 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft Procurement Policy 4.0 (Under Seperate 
Cover)  

2. Adopted Procurement Policy 2022 (Under 
Seperate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance  

AUTHOR: Executive Manager Finance  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.3 Transparent decision making         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Draft Procurement Policy represents a comprehensive rewrite of Council’s existing 
Procurement Policy (Attachment 2), introducing a more robust, risk-based and end-to-end 
procurement governance framework. The review responds directly to internal audit findings 
and identified control gaps and is designed to strengthen transparency, accountability and 
consistency in Council’s procurement practices. 
 
Council undertakes procurement activities across a broad range of goods, services and 
works to support service delivery, infrastructure delivery and community outcomes. To 
ensure these activities are carried out in a transparent, ethical and financially responsible 
manner, a revised Draft Procurement Policy has been developed. 
 
The Draft Policy strengthens Council’s procurement governance framework by clarifying 
roles and responsibilities, enhancing approval and oversight arrangements, and aligning 
procurement practices with legislative requirements, audit recommendations and 
contemporary best practice. 
 

This report seeks Council endorsement to place the Draft Procurement Policy on public 
exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days to enable community and stakeholder feedback 
prior to final adoption. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council endorses the Draft Procurement Policy 4.0 (Attachment 1) to be placed 
on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2. Should there be no submissions of objection: 
a. Council adopts the Procurement Policy. 

b. Council delegates authority to the General Manager to approve any minor 
amendments to the Policy. Any significant changes will be the subject of a 
further report to Council for consideration. 
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REPORT 

Council’s procurement activities are fundamental to achieving value for money, ensuring 
probity, and maintaining public confidence in Council decision-making. The Draft 
Procurement Policy represents a comprehensive rewrite of Council’s existing Procurement 
Policy and establishes a risk-based governance framework to guide procurement activities 
across the organisation. 
 
The Draft Procurement Policy has been reviewed and updated to: 

• Strengthen end-to-end procurement governance 
• Clarify roles, responsibilities and approval pathways 
• Address internal audit findings and control gaps 
• Align with Council’s Procure-to-Pay systems and delegations 
• Support sustainability, social and local economic outcomes 

 
The Policy applies to all Councillors, employees, agents and delegated officers involved in 
procurement activities on behalf of Council and covers the full procurement lifecycle from 
planning and sourcing through to contract management. 
 
Key principles embedded in the Draft Policy include: 

• Ethics and probity 
• Accountability and value for money 
• Risk-based decision-making 
• Transparency and defensibility 
• Sustainability and circular economy outcomes 
• Social and local benefit considerations 

 
The development of the Draft Procurement Policy has been informed by internal audit 
findings and governance reviews and supports the Audit, Risk and Improvement 
Committee’s (ARIC) role in strengthening Council’s procurement control environment and 
governance framework. 
 
The outcomes of the Procurement Policy review, including consultation feedback and final 
adoption, will also be reported to ARIC as part of Council’s governance and assurance 
framework. 
 
To support transparency and good governance, it is proposed that the Draft Procurement 
Policy be placed on public exhibition for a minimum period of 28 days to provide the 
community and stakeholders with an opportunity to review and provide feedback prior to 
final adoption. 
 
Subject to no material objections being received, it is recommended that Council adopt the 
Policy. Minor amendments arising from consultation may be approved by the General 
Manager, with any material changes reported back to Council for consideration. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The Draft Procurement Policy provides a contemporary and robust governance framework 
to guide procurement activities across Council. Public exhibition supports transparency and 
community confidence and will inform final adoption of the Policy. 



17 MARCH 2026  

 

DRAFT PROCUREMENT POLICY (Cont.) 

 P133  

RISK IMPLICATIONS  

Risk  Inherent 
Risk 
Rating  

Risk Mitigation / 
Treatment  

Residual 
Risk 
Rating  

Resourcing  Within 
Risk 
Appetite  

There is a risk of 
inconsistent 
procurement 
practices that may 
lead to non-
compliance, 
reduced probity and 
financial exposure.   

High  Adoption of a 
strengthened 
Procurement Policy with 
clear roles, system 
controls, 
probity requirements and 
assurance mechanisms.  

Low  Within  Y  

There is a risk of 
repeat audit findings 
if procurement 
governance 
weaknesses are not 
addressed, which 
may lead to 
reputational or 
financial impacts.   

High  Draft policy addresses 
risks identified through 
the 2024 Internal Audit 
and strengthens 
monitoring and 
reporting.  

Low  Within  Y  

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This report relates to and is consistent with the following Council policies: 
• Procurement Policy 
• Code of Conduct 
• Delegations Framework 
• Risk Management Framework 
• Records Management Policy 
• Public Interest Disclosure Policy 

 
STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The Draft Procurement Policy aligns with the following legislation: 
• Local Government Act 1993 
• Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 
• Government Sector Finance Act 2018 
• Independent Commission Against Corruption Act 1988 
• Public Interest Disclosures Act 2022 
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14.2 Statement of Financial Investments as at 28 February 2026 

FILE NO: 82/2 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Council's Holdings as at 28 February 2026   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance 
Manager Financial Reporting  

AUTHOR: Financial Accountant  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.3 Transparent decision making         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 required Council to report on 
its investments. 
 

As at the end of February 2026, Council had investments totaling $253,121,663 under 
management. 
 
Council’s investment portfolio recorded a marked-to-market return of 4.27% per annum 
versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 3.76% per annum. The actual investment 
return for the month of February was $794,782, an unfavourable variance of $96,461 when 
compared to the revised monthly budget forecasts of $891,243 
 
The revised year-to-date budget forecast for investment returns is $7,129,979. The actual 
investment returns for the year-to-date are $7,325,975, amounting to a favourable variance 
of $195,996 which can be attributed to a combination of the current interest rate 
environment and additional capital for investment. 
 

Council remains fully compliant with all Investment Policy requirements. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 
1. The report indicating Council’s Funds Management position be received and 

noted. 

2. The certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 
adopted. 

REPORT 

For the month of February 2026, Council has total cash on call and investments of 
$253,121,663 comprising: 
 
▪ On call accounts $7,196,663 
▪ Investments $245,925,000 
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This is compared to the month of January 2026 where Council had $239,215,064 under 
management. The increase in Council’s investment holdings is due to the increased 
availability of funds around the rates third quarterly installment due date. 
 

Whilst Council has in excess of $200 million under management, 63% of the portfolio is 
externally restricted funds, pertaining to developer contributions and domestic waste 
management reserves. 
 

In February, Council’s investment portfolio recorded a marked-to-market return of 4.27% per 
annum versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 3.76% per annum. For the financial 
year to date the investment portfolio has returned a marked-to-market return of 4.64%, 
versus the bank bill index benchmark’s 3.67%.  
 
Without marked-to-market influences, Council’s investment portfolio yielded 4.58% per 
annum for the month. This is based on the actual interest income being earned on existing 
investments and excludes the underlying changes to the market value of the bonds in the 
portfolio. 
 

During the month, Council had maturities of $8 million across three term deposits with 
original terms between 11 - 12  months which were yielding an average of 4.66% per annum. 
A total of $3.2 million in senior ranked Floating Rate Notes from Suncorp and RACQ also 
matured . 
 
Council invested $19 million among seven new term deposits with maturities ranging 
between 8-15 months averaging 4.79% per annum.  For its long term portfolio, Council 
invested:  
▪ $1.5 million in a new 5 year senior ranked floating rate note from Westpac paying 

quarterly interest of 3 month Bank Bill Swap Rate +0.68% per annum, currently 4.64% 
per annum; and 

▪ Another $3.6 million in the recently issued 5 year senior ranked floating rate note from 
Newcastle Greater Mutual paying quarterly interest of 3 month Bank Bill Swap Rate 
+1.13% per annum, currently 4.94% per annum. 

 

Council has a well-diversified portfolio invested among a range of term deposits, fixed rate 
bonds and floating rate notes from highly rated Australian authorized deposit-taking 
institutions. 
 

Global issues – Commentary provided by Prudential Investment Services: 
 

▪ Aside from the risk of a protracted war in the Middle East following the United States 
and Israeli strikes on Iran, analysts warn that if Iran retaliates by disrupting or 
blocking oil exports for an extended period the risk of a global recession rises sharply. 
Oil prices could spike well above USD $100/barrel, potentially adding around 40 
cents a litre to Australian petrol prices. 

▪ Most recent business conditions surveys were mixed in developed countries but 
continue to point to reasonable global growth. United States business conditions 
weakened but Europe, the United Kingdom and Japan improved. 

▪ In the United States, latest Gross Domestic Product rose just 1.4% annualised largely 
due to a fall in government spending caused by the shutdown detracting 0.9 
percentage points from growth. But both consumer spending and business 
investment, underpinned by data centres, were solid with gains of 2.4% and 2.6% 
respectively. 
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▪ In China, economic growth is expected to slow to ~4.5% in 2026. The economy is 
exhibiting a "two-speed" pattern: strong industrial production supported by exports, 
contrasted by sluggish domestic demand and low consumer confidence.  

▪ In global share markets, there has been a rotation out of tech stocks to non-tech 
companies. This is evident in the relative outperformance so far this year of United 
States (+0.9%) vs non-United States share markets with Eurozone shares up 6.4% and 
Japanese shares up 16%. Australian shares are also benefiting from the rotation 
trade with rising profits led by the miners and banks propelling the market higher by 
5.3%.   

 
Domestic issues – Commentary provided by Prudential Investment Services:  
 
▪ In Australia inflation surprised on the upside again in January. Contrary to 

expectations for a fall, inflation remained at 3.8% year over year partly due to a surge 
in electricity prices. The less volatile trimmed mean inflation rate rose to 3.4% year 
over year threatening to negate its overall monthly downward trend since a spike last 
July.  

▪ On the positive side, for the first time in several months there were more items with 
annual inflation below 2% than above 3%. Economists note that it looks like 
February’s trimmed mean inflation will a bit below the RBA’s forecast for the March 
quarter of 3.5% year over year.  

▪ Latest jobs data showed a resilient labour market despite economic pressures. 
Employment rose by 17,800 after a 65,200 rise the prior month, hours worked rose 
solidly, unemployment was steady at 4.1% and while underemployment rose to 5.9% it 
remains historically low.  

▪ The recent strength of the Australian dollar, now above USD $0.70, is expected to 
persist, supported by the RBA’s position as the first major central bank to begin 
tightening after a rate‑cutting cycle, ongoing US‑dollar weakness, and elevated 
commodity prices. 

 
Interest rates 
 
▪ At its February monetary policy meeting, the RBA raised the cash rate target by 25 

basis points to 3.85%.  
▪ RBA Board members noted that while the larger part of the increase in inflation 

during the second half of 2025 likely reflected less-persistent factors that would fade 
over time, some of the increase was due to underlying inflationary pressure that may 
persist without rate action. The central bank’s projection for inflation has been revised 
higher, remaining above the 2-3% target throughout 2026 and only returning close to 
the target’s midpoint around mid-2028. 

▪ The money market is pricing in one more RBA rate hike by mid-2026: 
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▪ In response to the rise in the official cash rate and money market rates, term deposit 

levels across the 1-12 month range ended February 15-20 basis points higher than 
January.  Long dated rates, 2-5 years, were largely unchanged:   

 
 
 
All market commentary is provided by Prudential Investment Services who advise on the 
management of Council’s investment portfolio. 
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PORTFOLIO ANALYSIS 

 

 



17 MARCH 2026  

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2026 (Cont.) 

 P139  

 
 
 

STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
 

Portfolio Performance vs 90 day Bank 
Bill Index ✓ 

Council’s investment performance did 
exceed the benchmark for the rolling 
12 month period 

 
Investment Policy Requirement 

Legislative requirements ✓ Fully compliant 
Portfolio credit rating limit ✓ Fully compliant 
Institutional exposure limits ✓ Fully compliant 
Term to maturity limits ✓ Fully compliant 

 
Investment Performance v Benchmark 

Term Investment 
Portfolio Return 

Benchmark: Bloomberg AusBond 
90 day Bank Bill Index 

RBA cash rate 

1 month 4.27% 3.76% 3.85% 
3 months 4.46% 3.70% 3.68% 
6 months 4.49% 3.65% 3.64% 
FYTD 4.64% 3.67% 3.66% 
12 months 4.73% 3.83% 3.77% 
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CONCLUSION 

Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer 
 

The Responsible Accounting Officer certifies that the investments listed in the attached 
report have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government act 1993, 
Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 and Council’s Investment 
Policy. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The original budget provision for interest on investments for the 2025/2026 financial year 
was $9,226,741.  During the second quarterly budget review this was increased to 
$10,694,968. 
 

The actual investment return for the month of February was $794,782 which was an 
unfavourable variance of $96,461 when compared to the revised monthly budget forecasts 
of $891,243.  It should be noted that $60,770 of this variance has been adjusted from 
externally restricted reserve funds. 
 
The revised year-to-date budget forecast for investment returns is $7,129,979. The actual 
investment returns for the year-to-date are $7,325,975, amounting to a favourable variance 
of $195,996 which can be attributed to a combination of the current interest rate 
environment and additional capital for investment. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

Council’s investments are made in accordance with Council’s Investment Policy. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The above amounts have been invested and reported in accordance with: 
▪ Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993 
▪ Clause 212 of the Local Government (general) Regulation 2021 



17 MARCH 2026  

 

STATEMENT OF FINANCIAL INVESTMENTS AS AT 28 FEBRUARY 2026 (Cont.) 

 P141  

 

 

 

 

Finance 
 
 
 
 
 

Statement of Financial Investments as 
at 28 February 2026 

 
 
 

Council's Holdings as at 28 February 
2026 

 
 
 
 

Meeting Date: 17 March 2026 
 
 

Attachment No: 1 
 
 

Number of Pages: 2







17 MARCH 2026  

 

P144 

14.3 Draft Policy Review and Awarding of Rate Subsidy to Community Groups 
– 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 

FILE NO: 10/5/26 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft Rates Subsidy for Community Groups Policy 
2.0  

2. Adopted Rates Subsidy for Community Groups 
Policy 2021   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance  

AUTHOR: Manager Financial Services  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.3 Transparent decision making         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Council’s Rate Subsidy for Community Groups Policy enables provision of an annual rates 
subsidy to not-for-profit community organisations delivering benefits to the Maitland 
community. 
 

This report outlines the subsidy to be awarded for 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 and seeks 
Council endorsement to place the updated policy (attachment 1) on public exhibition. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. The applications made under Council’s Rate Subsidy for Community Groups 
Policy for 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 are approved as outlined in the body of 
this report. 

2. Council endorses the Draft Rate Subsidy for Community Groups Policy 2.0 
(Attachment 1) to be placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

3. Should there be no submissions of objection: 

a) Council adopts the Rate Subsidy for Community Groups Policy. 
b) Council delegates authority to the General Manager to approve any minor 

amendments to the Policy. Any significant changes will be the subject of a 
further report to Council for consideration. 

 

REPORT 

Council’s Rate Subsidy for Community Groups Policy provides for the allocation of an annual 
rate subsidy to eligible community organisations. Due to administrative constraints, there 
has been a delay in processing and granting the subsidy for the 2024/25 and 2025/26 
financial years, with the subsidy for 2026/27 to be processed in line with normal timeframes. 
As the organisations have continued to meet the eligibility criteria under the policy, Council 
is able to approve the subsidy retrospectively for these financial years. 
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The Policy (attachment 2) has since been reviewed and updated (attachment 1) to 
streamline the assessment and approval process, reducing administrative burden for both 
Council and applicants. 
 
Twelve applicants have previously applied for the subsidy and were assessed by Council 
officers as meeting the eligibility criteria, including alignment with the Community Strategic 
Plan, financial sustainability, not-for-profit status and ownership of the rateable land they 
occupy. 
 
The policy establishes a subsidy level of 50% of general and special rates for eligible 
applicants. 
 
The applicants outlined in the following table have been assessed by Council officers as 
qualifying for the subsidy: 
 
 

 Applicant Property Address Met all 
criteria 

1 East Maitland Branch, CWA 
of NSW 

162 George Street, East Maitland 
NSW 2323 

Yes 

2 Maitland RSL Sub-Branch 3 Bulwer Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Yes 
3 Maitland Repertory Theatre 

Incorporated 
244 High Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Yes 

4 Endeavour Rowing Club 273 Duckenfield Rd, Berry Park NSW 
2321 

Yes 

5 Donkey Welfare with Heart 
Inc 

410 Duckenfield Rd, Berry Park NSW 
2321 

Yes 

6 Maitland Branch, CWA of 
NSW  

46 Church Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Yes 

7 Hunter River Agricultural 
and Horticultural Association 

50 Blomfield Street, Maitland NSW 
2320 

Yes 

8 Millers Forest Progress 
Association Incorporated 

105 Scotch Creek Road, Millers Forest 
NSW 2324 

Yes 

9 Lodge Wallis Plains No 4 
(Freemasons) 

Victoria Street, Maitland NSW 2320 Yes 

10 Maitland Rugby Club 51 Glenarvon Road, Lorn NSW 2320 Yes 
11 East Maitland Preschool 

Association Incorporated 
137 George St, East Maitland NSW 
2323 

Yes 

12 Maitland Bridge Club 
Incorporated 

12-16 Wallace Street, South Maitland 
NSW 2320 

Yes 

 
Based on the above assessment, it is recommended that all twelve applicants are awarded 
the Rate Subsidy for Community Groups for 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27. 
 

CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that the twelve eligible organisations identified in this report are 
awarded the subsidy for 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 in line with the assessment 
undertaken by Council officers. 
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The twelve community organisations will be advised of the awarding of the subsidy and 
adjustments will be made to the rates levied for 2024/25, 2025/26 and 2026/27 in 
accordance with Council’s policy. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

While the rate subsidy represents a cost of approximately $35,000 per annum, the 
expenditure is provided for within Council’s adopted budget and forward estimates. Funding 
has been included in the 2025/26 Operational Plan and the draft 2026/27 Operational Plan. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This report proposes an updated Rate Subsidy for Community Groups Policy to streamline 
administration of the subsidy program. The revised policy will be placed on public exhibition 
prior to adoption by Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The subsidy is provided in accordance with Section 356 of the Local Government Act 1993, 
which enables Council to provide financial assistance to community organisations. 
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15 Items for Information 

15.1 Audit Risk & Improvement Committee (ARIC) Meeting Minutes - 11.11.25 

FILE NO: 81/26 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  ARIC Minutes - 11.11.25   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager People and Performance 
Manager Enterprise Risk, Health and Safety  

AUTHOR: Senior Risk and Audit Officer  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.3 Transparent decision making         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Audit Risk & Improvement Committee (ARIC) meeting was held on 11 November 2025.  
The minutes of the meeting are submitted to Council for information. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council note the minutes from the ARIC meeting of 11 November 2025. 
 
REPORT 

The adopted minutes of the ARIC meeting held on 11 November 2025 are attached for 
information. 
 
ARIC considered a range of reports at the November meeting including notification that the 
Audit Office of NSW Final Management Letter and 1st Quarter Budget Update would be 
provided out of session to the Committee. 
 
ARIC was also provided with an update on the Capital Works and Cemeteries audits, and 
endorsement was given for the Property audit report.   The ARIC Terms of Reference was 
reviewed along with endorsement for the 2024-2025 ARIC Annual Report. 
 
The meeting was attended by Council’s External Audit partner, Prosperity, and Internal Audit 
provider, PKF, and a representative from the Audit Office of NSW. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Council’s ARIC met on 11 November 2025 and the endorsed minutes are attached. 
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16 Notices of Motion/Rescission 

16.1 Groovin The Moo Festival 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Mitchell Griffin 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Mitchell Griffin  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the 
next Council Meeting being held on 17 March 2026:  
 

THAT  
 

1. Council notes the return of the music festival Groovin the Moo in 2026 with the 
festival being hosted at Lismore. 

2. Council notes the previous success of the event being held in Maitland and 
the large number of people it attracted to the city to attend.  

3. Council liaises with Maitland Showground to seek interest in hosting the 
festival should the opportunity arise. 

4. If there is interest displayed from Maitland Showground, council makes 
approaches to the festival promoter to advocate on behalf of the city for a 
return of the event in 2027. 

RESPONSE BY DIRECTORY CITY SERVICES  

Staff have been advised that Maitland Showground management has had regular dialog 
with the promoter of the festival since the last time it was held in the City in 2023 and is 
supportive of its return to the venue.  
 
If Council resolves to support the Notice of Motion, staff can approach the promoter to 
advocate for its return to Maitland. 
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16.2 Recreational Vehicle Accommodation Options 

Notice Of Motion Submitted By Cr Warrick Penfold 

FILE NO: 35/8/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          

 

Cr Warrick Penfold  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the 
next Council Meeting being held on Tuesday, 17 March 2026:  
 
THAT 
 

1.  Council acknowledges the potential economic benefits to Maitland of 
expanded recreational vehicle accommodation options within the LGA. 

2. Council staff engage with recreational vehicle industry associations to explore 
the suitability of Council owned and managed land to be leased or licenced for 
such a purpose, excluding Walka Water Works. 

3. Council staff provide regular progress updates to Council’s Property Advisory 
Panel, with a report back to Council by the end of October 2026. 

 

RESPONSE BY EXECUTIVE MANAGER - FINANCE  

If the motion is supported, Council staff will undertake preliminary investigations into 
opportunities associated with recreational vehicle accommodation within the Maitland Local 
Government Area. 
 
This will include engagement with relevant industry stakeholders and consideration of 
Council-owned or managed land where appropriate. 
 
Updates will be provided to the Property Advisory Panel as work progresses, with a report to 
be provided to Council by October 2026 in accordance with the resolution. 
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16.3 Women In MBA 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Don Ferris 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          

 

Cr Don Ferris  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the next 
Council Meeting being held on 17 March 2026:  
 

THAT  
Council 

1. Enters into the Women in MBA (WiMBA) program with the University of 
Newcastle; and 

2. Offers approximately two (2) placements per year to eligible female 
employees who:  

a. have completed a minimum of two years of service with Maitland City 
Council; and 

b. meet the program’s entry requirements as determined by the 
University of Newcastle. 

BACKGROUND 

The gender pay gap continues to present a significant challenge for women across Australia 
and within the Maitland community. Historically, women have carried the primary 
responsibility for child-rearing and other unpaid care, resulting in career interruptions that 
reduce continuity, restrict progression opportunities, and contribute to long term inequity in 
earnings and representation in senior leadership roles. 
 
While the increasing uptake of paternity leave is a positive development that supports 
women’s sustained participation in the workforce, meaningful gender disparities remain. 
Recent reporting from the Australian Financial Review (Bonuses the ‘black box’ female 
executives can’t crack) indicates that although the gender pay gap is gradually narrowing, 
women continue to be underrepresented in senior and executive management positions. 
Women in MBA (WiMBA) Program 
 
The University of Newcastle’s Women in MBA (WiMBA) program is an industry partnered 
initiative aimed at increasing gender equity in senior management by supporting the 
professional advancement of women within the Hunter Region. 
Under the program’s co funded model: 
• The University of Newcastle contributes 50% of tuition fees 
• Maitland City Council contributes 25% 
• The participating employee contributes the remaining 25% 
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This collaborative structure provides a cost effective, high impact opportunity to support 
leadership development that benefits the region, the Council, and the individual participant. 

RESPONSE BY EXECUTIVE MANAGER – PEOPLE AND PERFORMANCE 

Council has a Study Assistance Program that demonstrates our commitment to supporting 
employees who wish to pursue further education to enhance existing skill levels or acquire 
additional skills whilst ensuring direct relevance to their role or needs of the organisation. 
Under the Study Assistance Protocol, priority is given to critical development areas and 
Council determines these in accordance with the business needs.  Eligible employees with 
more than six (6) months continuous service can apply to the program and if eligible would 
have up to 50% of the cost of undergraduate or post graduate fees paid by Council.  As part 
of Council’s current Study Assistance Program, 83% of current participants are female with 
one of those participants being supported to do an MBA and the rest studying degrees or 
other role relevant qualifications. 

If the motion is supported, Council will contact the University of Newcastle seeking further 
information on the WiMBA program and investigate options for partnering with the Uni and 
integrating WiMBA to offer 2 placements each year as part of Council’s Study Assistance 
Program. 
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16.4 Increasing Transparency and Public Briefings 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Don Ferris 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Don Ferris  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the next 
Council Meeting being held on 17 March 2026:  
 

THAT  
 

1. Council commits to offering more public briefings, delivered in a format 
similar to the private Councillor Briefings offered before 2026, ensuring that 
the information required for sound decision making is accessible, 
understandable, and available to the whole Maitland Community 

BACKGROUND 

Recent reforms to the NSW Code of Conduct and Model Code of Meeting Practice will see 
Councillors no longer receiving private briefings from Council staff. These reforms, 
introduced in late 2025 following an extended consultation process, generated feedback 
from Local Government NSW (LGNSW), which expressed concerns that the removal of 
private briefings may limit Councillors’ ability to ask sensitive or complex questions prior to 
decision making. 
 
However, the core purpose of these reforms is to strengthen transparency and public 
confidence in local government decision making. For Councillors to make sound decisions, 
they must have access to clear, timely, and accessible information. The same principle 
applies to the community: an informed community is better equipped to participate, 
understand the context of decisions, and contribute constructively to civic debate. 
Many community members prefer receiving information through conversation, 
presentations, and dialogue, rather than through lengthy reports or dense documents. By 
expanding opportunities for public briefings—delivered in a format similar to what 
Councillors previously received in private—Maitland City Council can support community 
understanding and reduce misinformation around key reforms. 
 
Although this reform represents a substantial shift in practice, it also presents a valuable 
opportunity. By providing more public briefings, Maitland City Council can strengthen 
community trust, demonstrate its commitment to transparency, and ensure that decision 
making information is accessible and easy for the public to understand. 
This approach not only aligns with the spirit of the statewide reforms but provides a 
meaningful way for Council to demonstrate leadership in transparent governance. 
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RESPONSE BY GENERAL MANAGER 

The regulation introducing the new Model Code of Meeting Practice is currently the subject 
of a disallowance motion in the NSW Legislative Council, which was commenced in 
November 2025, but for which no vote occurred before Parliament adjourned for the year. At 
the time of preparing this report the vote is yet to occur but is expected to occur later this 
month. If the motion succeeds, the regulation introducing the new Model Code of Meeting 
Practice would be disallowed and the NSW Government would need to either revert to the 
previous regulatory position or introduce a new regulation. Council management’s approach 
to this matter to date has been to await the outcome of the disallowance motion before 
making further recommendations.  
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17 Questions With Notice 

17.1 Rateable Social Housing Properties 

Submitted by Cr Mitchell Griffin 

FILE NO: 35/7/2 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          

 

Cr Mitchell Griffin has asked the following Question With Notice for the Council Meeting 
being held on 17 March 2026:  
 

Can council officers advise how many State-owned rateable properties (ie social 
housing) are exempt from rates so far in 25/26 due to the properties not being leased. 

 

RESPONSE BY EXECUTIVE MANAGER - FINANCE  

 

There are currently five properties owned by the NSW Government for social housing 
purposes that are exempt from rates for 2025/26. State owned properties held for social 
housing are only exempt from rates when there is no dwelling on the property. State owned 
property held for social housing may become exempt from rates for a period from the 
demolition of an existing dwelling until the completion of construction of a new dwelling. 
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17.2 Maitland Railway Station Overpass - New England Highway 

Submitted by Cr Mitchell Griffin 

FILE NO: 35/7/2 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Mitchell Griffin has asked the following Question With Notice for the Council Meeting 
being held on 17 March 2026:  
 

Can council advise whether there has been any approaches to date from either the 
Federal or State Government in relation to land acquisition within Maitland Park for 
the proposed second flyover at the roundabout adjacent Maitland Railway Station? 

 

RESPONSE BY EXECUTIVE MANAGER - FINANCE 

Council can advise that no approaches have been made by either the Federal or State 
Government in relation to land acquisition within Maitland Park for a proposed second 
flyover at the roundabout adjacent to Maitland Railway Station. 
  
However, Transport for NSW (TfNSW) have contacted Maitland City Council to confirm the 
appropriate Council contacts for two existing Council-led projects: 

• Next Stop: Maitland 
• Maitland Park Master Plan 

 
TfNSW advised that the enquiry was to assist with planning for the westbound upgrade at 
the New England Highway and Cessnock Road. 
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17.3 Woodberry Business Precinct Revitalisation 

Submitted by Cr Race Barstow 

FILE NO: 35/7/2 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Race Barstow has asked the following Question With Notice for the Council Meeting being 
held on 17 March 2026:  
 

1. What investment has Council made to support the revitalisation of the Woodberry 
business precinct to date? Please provide the total amount invested and a 
breakdown by project or initiative. 

2. What actions has Council undertaken to improve the amenity, safety, and 
economic activity of the precinct? This may include infrastructure works, 
streetscape improvements, economic development programs, or engagement 
with local businesses and property owners.  

3. Has Council undertaken any assessment or strategic planning relating to the 
future of the Woodberry business precinct?  

4. What further initiatives are currently planned, funded, or under consideration to 
support revitalisation and improve the viability of the precinct? 

 

 

RESPONSE BY DIRECTOR CITY SERVICES AND DIRECTOR CITY PLANNING 

The following information outlines Council’s current and past investment, actions, strategic 
planning, and future initiatives relating to the Woodberry business precinct. 

1. Council has supported the Woodberry business precinct through a range of programs, 
engagement activities, and economic development initiatives. This includes access to the 
annual Business Development Program, including training, workshops, and capability 
building sessions and access to Council’s business engagement team for referrals, support, 
and advisory pathways. Information is delivered to 160 Woodberry businesses listed in 
Council’s Business Database via our monthly e-newsletter Business Matters. 

2. Over the past 10 years Council has provided the following revitalisation projects in the 
Woodberry business precinct: 

• 2024-2025 - Road rehabilitation of Kookaburra Parade including resurfacing of the 
small business precinct carpark on Kookaburra Parade ($188,000) 

• 2024-2025 – Road rehabilitation of Kingfisher Lane, also including footpath repair, kerb 
and gutter repairs and speed hump replacement ($99,000) 
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• 2019 – 2020 – Footpath construction (300m) on Kookaburra Parade to improve access 
for pedestrians to business precinct. ($85,000) 

• 2018 – 2019 – Footpath construction (120m) on Lark Street to improve access for 
pedestrians to business precinct. ($50,000) 

Two other projects delivered that have activated the general business precinct area were: 

• 2023-2024 - Rebuilding of Woodberry Pump track ($50,000) – located adjacent to 
Woodberry business precinct 

• 2022-2023 – Woodberry Skate Park and multipurpose court ($697,000) – located 
adjacent to Woodberry business precinct 

In the current financial year Council has also completed heavy patching in the main business 
precinct car park ($20,000) with line marking of this car park still to occur this year. 

Woodberry is included within the Eastern Economic Precinct in the Economic Development 
Strategy 2025–2030, enabling strategic alignment and future investment planning, along 
with access to broader citywide programs that support local operators. At this time, no 
dedicated revitalisation capital budget has been allocated solely to the Woodberry precinct; 
however, the area benefits from Council’s broader service delivery programs and business 
economy support. 

3. The precinct is incorporated into broader strategic planning frameworks, including the 
Economic Development Strategy 2025–2030, which identifies activation opportunities, local 
employment support, and amenity improvements for neighbourhood business centres. The 
Maitland Local Strategic Planning Statement 2041, Community Strategic Plan 2025 - 2034, 
and Delivery Program and Operational Plan also continue to identify opportunities for 
improved public domain, infrastructure, and economic sustainability. No precinct-specific 
revitalisation masterplan or assessment has been undertaken to date. 

4. Council has several initiatives planned, funded, or under consideration to continue 
supporting the precinct. These include implementation of the Economic Development 
Strategy 2025–2030, focusing on local precinct activation, small business support, workforce 
and industry development, and business engagement. Council will also continue to deliver 
the annual Business Development Program and ongoing communication via the Business 
Matters newsletter. Opportunities for precinct activation, place-based improvements, and 
potential inclusion in future neighbourhood centre assessments may be explored subject to 
resources, partnerships, and engagement processes. In addition, Council has commenced 
preparation of an Employment Lands Strategy, which will provide further guidance on 
employment-based land-use planning across the City, including the Woodberry business 
precinct. 

Council remains committed to supporting the Woodberry business precinct through ongoing 
business engagement, citywide infrastructure and amenity maintenance, strategic planning 
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inclusion, and programs that contribute to business capability, visibility, and economic 
resilience, with further opportunities for revitalisation to be considered through future 
planning and budget processes. 

There have been no revitalisation projects or initiatives that have been undertaken by 
Council’s Place Activation Team in Woodberry over the last 24 months. Staff are currently 
reviewing the program for 2026/2027. 

Council conducts routine amenities cleaning/maintenance in this area that includes: 

• Weekly sweeping of the car parks and surrounds (with street sweeper truck) on 
Wednesday’s 

• Fortnightly garden maintenance and litter collection 

• Annual mulching of gardens 

• Quarterly footpath cleaning (concrete washing/high pressure cleaning etc) 

• Graffiti removal as required 

Routine cleaning/maintenance activities listed above have an annual budget of $24,000 
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17.4 Cultural Tourism Opportunities In Maitland 

Submitted by Cr Race Barstow 

FILE NO: 35/7/2 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Race Barstow has asked the following Question With Notice for the Council Meeting being 
held on 17 March 2026:  
 

Maitland will host the 2026 Local Government NSW Destination and Visitor Economy 
Conference from 27–29 May 2026. The Destination NSW Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 
places a strong focus on cultural tourism and visitor experiences and identifies 
funding opportunities to support this work. 
 
Has Council engaged with the local Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander community to 
explore cultural tourism opportunities within Maitland? 
 
Has Council considered opportunities to showcase cultural experiences to delegates 
attending the LGNSW Destination and Visitor Economy Conference? 
 
What initiatives, if any, are currently underway or planned to develop or promote 
cultural tourism experiences within the Maitland LGA? 
 

RESPONSE BY DIRECTOR CITY PLANNING  

The NSW Visitor Economy Strategy 2035 and the Destination Sydney Surrounds North 
Destination Management Plan 2022 – 2030 identify opportunities to develop history, 
heritage and Aboriginal experiences across the region. Opportunities associated with 
Newcastle Airport and the Port of Newcastle to support growth in international (inbound) 
tourism are also recognised, along with the Hunter Joint Organisation’s Hunter Global 
Tourism initiative, which identifies the region’s rich cultural heritage as a point of difference 
in attracting visitors. 
 
At the local level, The Maitland Destination Management Plan 2020 – 2030 (DMP) identifies 
arts, heritage and culture as one of seven key themes for destination development, and 
authentic Aboriginal cultural tourism experiences as an opportunity for product 
development.  
 
The Maitland Economic Development Strategy 2025 – 2035 (EDS) also includes objectives 
aligned with Aboriginal economic development and cultural tourism, including 1.1.4 
(Knowledge), 2.3.1. and 2.3.4 (Vibrancy) and 4.3.3 (Equity).  
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Engagement with the local Aboriginal & Torres Strait Islander community 
 
Council’s teams collaborate with local Aboriginal and Torres Strait Islander (ATSI) 
community representatives, cultural practitioners, businesses and organisations to explore 
opportunities for storytelling, cultural interpretation and authentic Aboriginal cultural 
experiences within Maitland. 
 
Engagement includes: 
 

• Ongoing conversations with Mindaribba Local Aboriginal Land Council.  

• Collaboration with Aboriginal artists, educators and cultural knowledge holders as 
part of Council’s public art, heritage, events and cultural initiatives. 

• Maitland Riverlights, provides a significant platform for cultural storytelling, 
performance and celebration, and contributes to broader visitor awareness and 
appreciation of local Aboriginal culture.  

• Maitland Regional Art Gallery (MRAG) is a key driver of cultural tourism and has 
2025/26 Operational Plan actions to increase visitation and audience engagement. 
Through its exhibitions, programming, residencies and partnerships with artists and 
Elders, MRAG champions Aboriginal cultural representation in an inclusive and 
accessible environment. 

• Ongoing community engagement undertaken for Council on strategies and plans. 

These collaborations by Council highlight the opportunities that Aboriginal economic 
development and cultural tourism present for Maitland and the broader region. 
 
Showcasing cultural experiences at the LGNSW 2026 DVE Conference 
 
In bidding for and planning the Local Government NSW 2026 Destination and Visitor 
Economy Conference, a range of opportunities have been explored with Local Government 
NSW to showcase Maitland’s local cultural experiences to conference delegates. 
Opportunities identified to date include: 

• A Welcome to Country to be delivered by a local Elder. 

• The use of the historic Maitland Town Hall as the conference and dinner venue. 

• Welcome Function to be held at MRAG. 

• A presentation on Maitland’s premier cultural festival, Maitland Riverlights.  

• Inclusion of local performers, artists and cultural practitioners within the conference 
program, where possible.  

• Opportunities to involve local ATSI peoples, integrate storytelling and promote 
cultural interpretation in the site inspections, where possible. 

• Opportunities to promote local content through speaker gifts, where appropriate. 
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• Providing pre and post touring information via the MyMaitland website 

These opportunities will be developed in consultation with community representatives to 
ensure cultural appropriateness and local relevance. 
 
Current and planned cultural tourism initiatives in Maitland 
 
Across the organisation, a range of initiatives are being progressed that support cultural 
tourism, including: 

• Incorporating Aboriginal stories and cultural knowledge into public art, placemaking, 
events, exhibitions and interpretive projects. 

• Exploring partnership-driven opportunities for cultural tours, events and interpretive 
experiences within Maitland. 

• Promoting cultural experiences through destination marketing content across 
MyMaitland channels and via the Maitland Visitor Information Centre. 

• Hosting capacity building events for businesses including the Maitland Visitor 
Economy Forum, Maitland Mixer (visitor economy networking event) and the 
Destination NSW Experience Development workshop held in May 2025. 

• Providing access to information, services and other small business support including 
grants via Council’s monthly business e-newsletter, Business Matters. 

Collectively, these initiatives contribute to a more inclusive, culturally diverse and vibrant 
visitor economy in Maitland, benefiting the community, visitors and the broader region. 
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18 Urgent Business   
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19 Committee of the Whole 

19.1 Design, Manufacture, Assembly and Commissioning of Four (4) Side 
Loader Waste Vehicles 

FILE NO: 2021-137-1993 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Side Loader Garbage Trucks Evaluation Matrix   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Operations Manager Waste Services 
Manager Environment & Sustainability  

AUTHOR: Coordinator Waste Collections  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE Outcome 2 Sustainable Maitland 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 2.2 Sustainable and resilient communities      

THAT Council move into Confidential Session to discuss this item under the terms of 
the Local Government Act 1993 Section 10A(2), as follows: (d) (i) commercial 
information of a confidential nature that would, if disclosed prejudice the commercial 
position of the person who supplied it.    
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Tenders were invited to procure four (4) side loader waste collection vehicles for the general 
waste kerbside collection service. This report outlines the tender assessment process and 
recommends awarding a contract for the procurement of the vehicles. The report is 
presented to the Committee of the Whole due to the inclusion of confidential commercial 
information. 
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19.2 Sale of Property in Rutherford 

FILE NO: 27732 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance  

AUTHOR: Senior Property Advisor  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.3.1 Informed planning      

THAT Council move into Confidential Session to discuss this item under the terms of 
the Local Government Act 1993 Section 10A(2), as follows: (c) information that would, 
if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 
conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.    
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 

Council has been approached by the adjoining landowner expressing interest in purchasing 
a Council-owned property located in Rutherford. 
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19.3 Acquisition of Land in Maitland 

FILE NO: 31604, 31605, 31613 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Ken Tubman Drive, Maitland  
2. Aerial view towards Maitland CBD   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance  

AUTHOR: Senior Property Advisor  

MAITLAND’S FUTURE 4 Achieving together 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.3.1 Informed planning      

THAT Council move into Confidential Session to discuss this item under the terms of 
the Local Government Act 1993 Section 10A(2), as follows: (c) information that would, 
if disclosed, confer a commercial advantage on a person with whom the Council is 
conducting (or proposes to conduct) business.    

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Council was recently made aware of the availability to acquire a large land parcel that could 
have various strategic uses.  
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20 Committee of the Whole Recommendations 

21 Closure 
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