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Notice is hereby given, in accordance with the provisions of the Local Government Act 
1993 that a Meeting of Maitland City Council will be held in the Council Chambers, 
Town Hall, High Street, Maitland, commencing at 5.30pm.  

 

 
 

 
 

Jeff Smith 
General Manager 
 

Please note: 
 

Councillors are reminded of their Oath or Affirmation of Office to undertake their duties in the 
best interests of the people of the City and Council and to faithfully and impartially carry out the 
functions, powers, authorities and discretions vested in them under the Local Government Act 
1993, or any other Act to the best of their ability and judgement. Councillors are also reminded of 
their obligations under the Code of Conduct to disclose and appropriately manage conflicts of 
interest. 
 
In accordance with the NSW Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act, you are advised 
that all discussion held during the Open Council meeting is recorded for the purpose of verifying 
the minutes. This will include any discussion involving a Councillor, Staff member or a member of 
the public. 
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Present 

 

1 Invocation 

2 Acknowledgement of Country 

3 Apologies, Leave of Absence and Remote Attendance  

4 Declarations of Interest 

5 Confirmation of Minutes of Previous Meeting  

● The Minutes of the Ordinary Meeting held 18 March 2025 be confirmed.  

6 Business Arising from Minutes   

7 Withdrawal of Items and Acceptance of Late Items of 
Business   

8 Public Access 

9 Mayoral Minute  
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10 Office of the General Manager 

10.1 Draft Delivery Program 2025-2029 Incorporating the Operational Plan 
2025-26, Draft Resourcing Strategy, Draft Asset Management Policy, 
Strategy and Plan, Draft Workforce Management Strategy, Draft Long-
Term Financial Plan 2025-2035, and Draft Fees and Charges 2025-26. 

FILE NO: 35/33/21 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Delivery Program 2025-2029 incorporating the 
Operational Plan 2025-26 (Under Separate 
Cover)  

2. Fees and Charges 2025-26 (Under Separate 
Cover)  

3. Resourcing Strategy; Resourcing Maitland's 
Future (Under Separate Cover)  

4. Long-Term Financial Plan 2025-2035 (Under 
Separate Cover)  

5. Asset Management Planning including Policy, 
Strategy and Plan (Under Separate Cover)  

6. Workforce Management Strategy (Under 
Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager People and Performance 
Executive Manager Finance  

AUTHOR: Manager Corporate Planning and Performance 
Corporate Strategy Lead 
Manager Financial Reporting 
Manager Financial Services  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15. To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.3 Hear what our council is doing and how that is 
serviing the community         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The Delivery Program 2025-2029 identifies the outcomes Council aims to achieve over its 
term of office. These outcomes support the delivery of Maitland’s Future, our new 
Community Strategic Plan, which sets a vision for a connected city with thriving 
communities. 
 
The draft Operational Plan 2025-26 is about delivering on the program, and details the 
actions, planned infrastructure works, budget, revenue policy, and fees and charges for the 
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coming year. The plan is underpinned by a draft operating spend of $163.8 million and a 
proposed capital works spend of $65.4 million for 2025-26 and a further $115 million for the 
remaining Delivery Program period 2026-29. Employing up to 610 full-time and part-time 
employees, who will deliver the full range of Council services. 
 
In developing the Operational Plan, Council has incorporated the 5.8% rate peg issued by 
the Independent Pricing and Regulatory Tribunal (IPART) for 2025-26 for the Maitland Local 
Government Area.  
 
Resourcing Maitland’s Future, Council’s Resourcing Strategy, consists of three components 
including the Long-Term Financial Plan, Workforce Management Strategy and Asset 
Management Planning and is our roadmap for how we will implement and resource our 
vision to support service delivery.  
 

Under the provisions of the Local Government Act 1993, the draft Delivery Program and 
Operational Plan, Fees and Charges, Long Term Financial Plan, Workforce Management 
Strategy and Asset Management planning must be publicly exhibited for a period of not less 
than 28 days, and submissions considered prior to its adoption by Council.  
 
This report recommends public exhibition from 17 April to 19 May 2025.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. Council resolves to place the Draft Delivery Program 2025-2029 incorporating 

the Operational Plan 2025-26, Draft Resourcing Strategy, Draft Asset 
Management Policy, Strategy and Plan, Draft Workforce Management Strategy, 
Draft Long-Term Financial Plan 2025-2035, and Draft Fees and Charges 2025-26 
on public exhibition for at least 28 days prior to final consideration by Council. 

 
REPORT 

The draft Delivery Program is Council’s commitment to the community about what we will 
deliver during the term of office.  
 
The draft Delivery Program 2025-2029 incorporating the Operational Plan 2025-26, is 
supported by the Resourcing Strategy and Fees and Charges 2025-26 which have been 
prepared in accordance with the Integrated Planning and Reporting requirements 
prescribed under the Local Government Act 1993 and presented as six documents: 
 
• Delivery Program 2025-2029 incorporating the Operational Plan 2025-26 (Attachment 1), 
• Fees and Charges 2025-26 (Attachment 2), 
• Resourcing Strategy; Resourcing Maitland’s Future (Attachment 3), 
• Long-Term Financial Plan 2025-2035 (Attachment 4),  
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• Asset Management Planning including Policy, Strategy and Plan (Attachment 5) and  
• Workforce Management Strategy (Attachment 6). 

 
 

Draft Delivery Program 2025-2029, incorporating the Operational Plan 2025-26 
 
The draft Delivery Program incorporating our Operational Plan 2025-26 details actions, 
services and projects that will be undertaken during the upcoming financial year and 
outlines the resources needed to delivery these. The plan details specific actions that will be 
undertaken over the 2025-26 financial year.  
 
The draft operating budget is $163.8 million with an operating result of $2.1 million deficit 
(before grants and contributions provided for capital purposes).  
 

While this results in a reported deficit, our normalised position, excluding one-off 
expenditures such as the Enterprise Resource Planning system, Customer Driven 
Transformation, and Development Planning, reflects a $3.9 million operating surplus before 
capital and a cash surplus of $3.5 million. 
 
These one-off items include: 

• Developer contribution plan reviews $500,000 
• Tech One system implementation $3.1 million 
• Customer Digital Transformation $1.735 million 
• Employee award changes $583,000. 

 
These strategic one-time investments are designed to build long-term resilience and 
strengthen Council’s financial position. Moving forward, we remain committed to responsible 
budgeting, continuous assessment of service levels, and embedding a culture of 
improvement through innovative resource allocation and sustainable financial practices. 
 
Our community has told us that managing costs is a priority, and we have taken a 
considered approach to ensure responsible financial management. With the rising cost of 
living, we are capping recurring expenditure and seeking efficiencies across our operations, 
ensuring we focus on maintaining essential services while remaining mindful of affordability 
for our residents. 
 
Council will borrow $6 million to deliver infrastructure works, noting the projected debt 
service cover ratio (being the ability to repay the debt and interest) is 2.82, above the 
benchmark of >2.0. 
 
Our program will continue to focus on the delivery of infrastructure, with a planned capital 
investment of $65.4 million in 2025-26 including works funded by development contributions 
and grants and a further $115 million planned for the remainder of the Delivery Program 
2026-29. 
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Our four-year capital works program is designed to balance the renewal of existing 
assets with the delivery of new infrastructure to support our growing community. 
Currently, 57% of our program is dedicated to asset renewal, ensuring the quality 
and safety of our roads, bridges, and public spaces, while 43% focuses on new 
projects. 

While our annual delivery capacity remains around $55- $65 million our future 
program for years 2-4 does not fully align with this.  
Grants are a critical funding source but are difficult to predict, as their availability 
and amounts vary each year. To ensure responsible budgeting, we do not include 
unknown grants in our forward program.  
 
We are always planning for future opportunities to make sure projects are grant-
ready, allowing us to act quickly when funding becomes available. Our Partnership 
and Advocacy Strategy identifies around $250 million in priority projects, this 
approach ensures we are well-prepared and ready to move forward as soon as 
opportunities arise. 
 
Proposed rating 
 
All property owners in the local government area receive annual rates notice from Council 
listing applicable items incorporated in the total amount due. Income from rates provides 
the largest single portion of Council’s total income, with the amount that the total rates yield 
of a council can increase by each year set by IPART.  
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This year Council will apply the IPART determined rate peg for Maitland City Council of 5.8%, 
which will see the general rate on an average residential urban property increase by $111.78. 
 
Of this, 3.6% is aligned with CPI and reflects the rising costs of labour, asset maintenance, 
and operational expenses, meaning most existing residents will see an increase in line with 
this amount. The remaining 2.2% is directly linked to Maitland’s population growth, ensuring 
new communities receive the essential infrastructure and services needed to match the 
service levels of established areas.  
 
Statement of rating for 2025-26 is: 

 
 

• Domestic Waste Management Charge 
 
The domestic waste management charge is applied to all households eligible for the service 
in the Local Government Area. Under the Local Government Act, Council must not apply 
income from ordinary rates toward the cost of providing domestic waste management 
services. The Domestic Waste Management Charge is specifically for this purpose, funding 
the reasonable costs of provision of the domestic waste service, as configured by Council. 
 
From Monday 30 June 2025, we will be launching a Food Organics Garden Organics (FOGO) 
service for all Maitland residents. The FOGO initiative allows the disposal of both food scraps 
and garden waste in your existing green (organics) bin, which will be collected weekly.  
 
This new service represents a 25% increase in the waste services we provide, ensuring that 
as Maitland grows, we continue to enhance our sustainability efforts while delivering high-
quality services to the community.  
 
The amount of that charge during the year commencing 1 July 2025 to the 30 June 2026 for 
each parcel of rateable land for which the service is available will be: 

o Vacant land $60  
o Occupied land $695  

 
The charge will enable the following to be provided to households: 

o Weekly garbage (red bin) collection and disposal 
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o Weekly organics (green bin) collection and disposal 
o Fortnightly recycling (yellow bin) collection 
o Bulky waste collection and/or disposal service – two entitlements per household per 

year, either as a booked kerbside collection and/or self-haul voucher for Mount 
Vincent Waste Transfer Station 

 
The charge also funds provision of education programs, required rehabilitation of landfill 
sites and future projects and initiatives.  
 
An additional option will be available for a fortnightly general waste (red bin) collection and 
disposal service at a discounted rate of $615 per occupied land. 
 

• Special CBD Rate 
In accordance with Section 495 of the Local Government Act 1993, Maitland City Council 
levies a Special CBD Rate on rateable land that, in Council’s opinion: 

o benefits or will benefit from the funded activities, 
o contributes or will contribute to the need for these activities, or 
o has or will have access to the services and initiatives provided. 

Under Section 409 of the Act, funds raised through this special rate must be used exclusively 
for the purpose for which they were levied. 
 
Council is committed to further establishing Central Maitland as a lifestyle precinct The 
Special CBD Rate supports a variety of initiatives designed to enhance the vibrancy, appeal, 
and presentation of Maitland’s CBD. This includes marketing and promotional campaigns, 
advertising to attract visitors and shoppers, live entertainment, seasonal decorations, 
special attractions, and city presentation activities that collectively create a vibrant, inviting, 
and well-presented city center.  
 
Fees and Charges 2025-26 
 

Council charges fees for the provision of services including user pay services, such as 
swimming pools, parks and recreation as well as building and development. Other than 
minor fluctuations in some fees to account for service increases, fees remain largely 
unchanged or increased in line with CPI.   
 

• Fees were generally reviewed against similar fees of surrounding Councils and 
brought into line with services provided by Council e.g. fees for mixed waste & 
vegetation at waste site. 

• Fees were updated for services no longer provided by Council. E.g. services now 
available from our website free of charge 

• Some fees were separated out for transparency of services provided e.g. cemetery 
services 

• Relevant fees have been updated to reflect actual costs to provide the service e.g. 
property fees and rezoning fees. 
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It should be noted, however, that legislation pertaining to development assessment fees has 
changed, and associated fees will need to be increased by the March 2025 CPI. The 
development assessment fees in the draft fees and charges section do not reflect this 
increase as the figure is not due for release until late April 2025. 
 
Resourcing Maitland’s Future  
 
Resourcing Maitland’s Future is our roadmap for how we will implement and resource our 
vision to support service delivery. The resourcing strategy is a crucial document linking our 
vision and delivery of Maitland’s Future, detailing the resources needed to implement the 
priorities and objectives. The resourcing strategy outlines how we will achieve the priorities in 
Maitland’s Future in terms of our people, our assets and our finances. This consists of three 
key components:  

o Long-Term Financial Plan  
o Asset Management Planning (consisting of Asset Management Policy, Asset 

Management Strategy and Service Asset Management Plans) 
o Workforce Management Strategy  

 
• Long-Term Financial Plan 2026-2035 

In determining what Council will deliver during its term, the Long-Term Financial Plan (LTFP) 
for the next ten years has been reviewed. The plan is a forecasting tool that allows testing of 
assumptions on Consumer Price Index (CPI) changes, construction and other costs such as 
staff required to deliver services as planned. 
 
Through underpinning assumptions, it provides Council with a ‘planned outcome’ (as 
anticipated), ‘advanced outcome’ (what would happen if we had positive changes in income 
and cost reductions) and a ‘modest outcome’ (what would happen if we had negative 
impacts on income and increasing costs). 
 
Further, each assumption is subject to sensitivity analysis to assess what assumptions would 
have the most significant impact on Council’s future sustainability. 
 
Council consistently reviews the LTFP to make sure forecast growth is incorporated along 
with IPART determined rating adjustments and evolving economic conditions are accounted 
for. As part of this, Council remains committed to improving efficiencies through changes to 
process, technology enhancements and service levels. 
 
The financial projections contained within the LTFP are modelled based on a range of 
assumptions. None of the scenarios contained within the LTFP reflect a resolved position of 
the elected Council for future years. The elected Council makes decisions to determine 
income and expenditure each year as part of the annual Operational Plan process.  
 

• Asset Management Planning 2025-2034 
Our Asset Management Planning involves a three-tiered approach, inclusive of an Asset 
Management Policy, Asset Management Strategy and Service Asset Management Plan.  
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We provide a wide range of services to the community, many of which are supported by 
assets. These assets are vital in meeting community needs, from essential facilities to our 
extensive local road network. We manage over $2 billion of infrastructure assets to deliver 
services to residents and businesses cost-effectively and sustainably.  
 
Our community services rely on well-planned, well-built and well-maintained infrastructure 
such as roads, buildings and parks, to ensure they meet current and future needs. It involves 
understanding the condition, performance, and lifecycle of assets to make informed 
decisions about maintenance, upgrades, or replacements. By integrating data on usage, 
costs, and service levels, asset management planning ensures that infrastructure supports 
community priorities efficiently and sustainably. 
 

• Workforce Management Plan 2025-2029 
Our Workforce Management Strategy outlines the key actions we will take over the next four 
years to ensure our workforce is engaged, capable, and adaptable. This strategy is vital for 
delivering the community’s strategic priorities and the outcomes outlined in our delivery 
program. Having the right people in the right roles, with the right skills, at the right time is 
essential to the success of our organisation and the fulfilment of our community’s needs.  
 
We will leverage data to define the workforce that best aligns with our values and 
community priorities. By supporting every employee to excel in their role, we foster an 
environment that encourages growth and high performance, ultimately leading to better 
service delivery for Maitland. This strategy is anchored in our corporate vision and guiding 
principles, emphasising collaboration, trust, and a commitment to positive change. 
 

CONCLUSION 

The draft Delivery Program 2025-2029 incorporating Operational Plan 2025-26, Fees and 
Charges 2025-26, and Resourcing Strategy including the Long-Term Financial Plan 2026-
2035, Workforce Management Strategy and Asset Management Planning reflects the 
continued growth of our city and organisation. 
 

We invite the community to share their feedback through various available channels. A 
report on the consultation outcomes will be presented to Council following the engagement 
period. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The public exhibition of Council’s Resourcing Strategy and combined Delivery Program 
2025-2029 and draft Operational Plan 2025-26 details the current budget, while the draft 
Operational Plan 2025-26 identifies a deficit of $2.1 million for operations before capital 
grants and contributions, its estimated that we will have a cash surplus of $3.5 million with 
an operating surplus after capital grants and contributions of $31.7 million projected. 
 
Council will continue to pursue opportunities for reducing expenses and generating 
additional revenue. The LTFP clearly presents the financial sustainability challenges we will 
face as a Council. Council will continue to engage with the community to ensure awareness 
and understanding of our financial challenges and consult regarding levels of service and 
revenue increases to establish an appropriate fiscal path.  
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The Delivery Program, Operational Plan, Fees and Charges, and Resourcing Strategy set the 
policy direction for council’s service delivery, financial sustainability, and asset management. 
These documents ensure alignment with the Community Strategic Plan, providing a 
structured approach to decision-making, resource allocation, and long-term planning. 

Key policies embedded within these documents include the Asset Management Policy, which 
guides infrastructure investment and maintenance, and the Revenue and Pricing Policy, 
which informs the setting of rates, fees and charges. The Workforce Management Strategy 
also establishes policy positions on staffing, capability development, and service capacity. 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

Under the Local Government Act 1993 (NSW), councils are required to develop and 
implement key planning documents as part of the Integrated Planning and Reporting (IPR) 
Framework.  
 
The Delivery Program (Section 404) sets out the principal activities to be undertaken during 
the council term, aligning with the Community Strategic Plan, and must be adopted by 30 
June in the year following an election.  
 
The Operational Plan (Section 405) details annual actions, budgets, and performance 
measures, including a Fees and Charges Schedule (Sections 608, 610B, and 610D).  
 
The Resourcing Strategy (Section 403), which includes the Long-Term Financial Plan (10 
years), Workforce Management Strategy (4 years), and Asset Management Strategy and 
Plans (10 years), ensures councils have the necessary financial, workforce, and asset 
resources to deliver their plans.  
 
All these documents must be publicly exhibited for at least 28 days, with council required to 
consider community feedback before adoption. These statutory requirements ensure 
councils effectively plan, fund, and deliver services in a sustainable and transparent manner 
while incorporating community input. 
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11 City Planning 

11.1 DA/2024/871 for Telecommunications Facility at 26 St Andrews Street, 
Maitland  

FILE NO: DA/2024/871 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Locality Plan  
2. Development Plans  
3. Assessment Report (Under Separate Cover)  
4. Recommended Conditions of Consent (Under 

Separate Cover)  
5. Submissions (Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Development & Compliance 
Coordinator Planning & Development  

AUTHOR: Development Planner          

APPLICANT: Indara Corporation Pty Ltd 

OWNER: Alpha Distribution Ministerial Holding Corporation 

PROPOSAL: Telecommunications Facility 

LOCATION: 26 St Andrews Street MAITLAND 

ZONE: MU1 Mixed Use  

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

A development application (DA/2024/871) has been received seeking consent for a 
Telecommunications Facility at 26 St Andrews Street, Maitland. The locality plan can be 
viewed at Attachment 1.  
 

The matter is reported to Council for determination as three (3) submission were received 
during the notification period. The application was notified from 31 October 2024 to 14 
November 2024. The concerns raised by the objectors in respect to the proposed 
development include health impacts, visual impacts, heritage considerations and locality.  
 

Designed as a monopole with a recessive color to blend with the landscape, the proposal 
complies with electromagnetic energy (EME) exposure levels and is well within safety limits 
per ARPANSA standards, ensuring public and environmental safety. Development Plans can 
be viewed in Attachment 2 of this report. The proposal is consistent with the requirements of 
all relevant sections of Maitland LEP 2011 and Maitland DCP 2011.  
 

The proposed telecommunication tower is considered suitable for its context, with thorough 
consideration of environmental, visual, and safety impacts addressed within the Assessment 
report which can be viewed under Attachment 3.  
 

The application has been assessed against the relevant heads of consideration under 
Section 4.15(1) in the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and considered to be 
satisfactory subject to the imposition of conditions. 
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OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. DA/2024/871 for Telecommunications Facility at 26 St Andrews Street, Maitland 

be approved subject to the recommended schedule of conditions provided in 
Attachment 4 of this report. 

 
Introduction 

The purpose of this report is to seek consent from Council for DA/2024/871 proposing a 
Telecommunications Facility at 26 St Andrews Street, Maitland. The development plans can 
be viewed within Attachment 2 of this report. The application is reported to Council as three 
(3) submissions have been received during the notification period. A detailed assessment in 
accordance with Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 is 
provided within Attachment 3.  
 
Site Description 

The subject land is identified as Lots 100, 101 102 and 103 in DP875117 known as 26 St 
Andrews Street, Maitland. The subject property is located within a mixed-use area of Central 
Maitland. The primary uses in the immediate area are commercial to the south and east, and 
a service station adjoining the land to the south-west. The land on the northern side is 
dominated by residential uses, with further pockets of residential scattered around the 
commercial and mixed-use areas. The subject property is located at the western edge of the 
Central Maitland Heritage Conservation Area (HCA). The subject site itself is an irregular 
shaped property consisting of four separate lots, all operated as one site by Ausgrid. 
Existing development on the site includes an electrical substation and two brick buildings.  

Figure 1: Aerial photograph of subject site 
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Proposal 

The proposal involves a telecommunications facility comprising of a: 
  
• One (1) 30m Indara monopole (33.4m including antennas), 
• One (1) new antenna headframe supporting three (3) Optus panel antennas, (each no 

taller than 2.8m in length), 
• One (1) outdoor equipment cabinet located on a new 500mm high steel platform with 

steps and a handrail, 
• Ancillary equipment associated with the operation and safety of the facility, including 

remote radio units, amplifiers, filters, cabling, antenna mounts, and the like.  
 

The facility will be located within a fenced compound. The monopole will be unpainted 
concrete, and the associated equipment will be unpainted factory finishes of light grey for 
antennas, and galvanised steel for framing and mounts. The elevated platform, equipment 
cabinets, compound fencing, and other ground level infrastructure, will be painted 
‘Colorbond Pale Eucalypt Green’. 

Figure 3 - Overall site plan  

Figure 2- Elevation of proposed 
telecommunication facility 
 
 
 
 

Figure 4 - Photomontage from St Andrews Street in front of the site, looking west 
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The key issues of relevance to this Council report have been provided below. A detailed 
assessment of the Development Application is provided in Attachment 3, Assessment 
Report. 
 

PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 
 

The application was placed on public exhibition for a period of 31 October 2024 to 14 
November 2024 in accordance with the legislative requirements. During this time three (3) 
submissions were received. Consideration of the submissions are provided below, with a 
copy of the redacted submissions provided in Attachment 5.  
 

A summary of the issues raised in the submission are outlined below: 
 

Health impacts  

An Environmental EME report, compliant with ARPANSA standards, supports the proposed 
telecommunications tower. The report shows that EME levels at various locations, including 
nearby areas of interest, are significantly below the safe exposure limit, with a maximum 
cumulative level of only 1.45% of ARPANSA’s 100% public limit. This limit is conservatively set 
to protect all age groups and health conditions, even with continuous exposure, ensuring no 
risk to public health.  
 
A condition of consent has been included requiring the development to comply with 
Radiation Protection Standard for Maximum Exposure Levels for Radiofrequency Fields – 
3kHZ to 300GHz (Radiation Protection Standards) and Industry Code C564:2020 Mobile 
Phone Base Station Deployment, or as amended. 
 

Visual impacts 
 
It is acknowledged that the monopole will present a new form on the landscape in this part 
of Maitland, however this immediate area already features a range of vertical infrastructure 
such as power poles associated with the adjacent substation.  
 
A number of large trees also feature in the immediate and surrounding environment, which 
assist in softening and screening the facility from a range of vantage points. All of these 
aspects of the proposed location assist in supporting its suitability for the proposal.  
 
In relation to height, telecommunications seeking to provide effective coverage to a wide 
area must be taller than surrounding buildings and other obstructions such as trees. A 
suitable height also reduces the number of additional facilities that may be required in the 
surrounding area in the future.  
 
Heritage Considerations 
 
The proposed design differs from some alternative structures used for telecommunications 
facilities such as lattice towers which can have a wider/ bulkier visual impact. The proposed 
colour scheme, being non-reflective grey for the monopole, light grey for the antennas and 
unpainted steel mounts assists in blending in with the skyline, whilst the outdoor equipment 
cabinet and elevated platform will be a pale eucalypt colour to harmonise with the 
surrounding vegetation.  
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The site is not immediately adjacent to any individual buildings of heritage significance, and 
a Heritage Impact Statement is not considered to be necessary within the context of the 
subject site. 
 
Alternate locations 
 
The proposed location of the telecommunication tower was carefully assessed against 
several alternative sites within the search area to determine the most appropriate option. 
Each of the alternate sites were reviewed by the applicants professional disciplines. A 
cumulative score was given to each site based upon matters such as property tenure 
suitability, town planning matters (visual impact, heritage considerations, proximity to 
sensitive uses etc.), access, design and construction challenges, and the suitability of the site 
from a coverage perspective. This analysis resulted in the prime candidate (the subject site) 
being chosen.  
 
Further, the subject site is on land already reserved for infrastructure and accordingly is not 
anticipated to impact on the provision of additional residential development within this area. 
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 
STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Statutory implications relating to assessment of the subject application have been 
addressed in the body of the report under Attachment 3. 
 
CONCLUSION 

An assessment of the application has been undertaken against Section 4.15(1) of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and is provided under Attachment 3. The 
proposed development is considered acceptable in terms of the relevant matters for 
consideration under the Act and the development application is recommended for approval 
subject to recommended conditions of consent provided under Attachment 4.  
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11.2 DA/2024/479 for Staged Development: Stage 1 One (1) into Two (2) Lot 
Torrens Title Subdivision and Retention of Existing Dwelling. Stage 2 Two 
(2) into Four (4) Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Tree Removal at 29 
Bayswater Road Bolwarra 

FILE NO: DA/2024/479 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Locality Plan  
2. Development Plans  
3. Assessment Report (Under Separate Cover)  
4. Recommended Conditions of Consent (Under 

Separate Cover)  
5. Submissions (Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Development & Compliance 
Coordinator Planning & Development  

AUTHOR: Senior Development Planner          

APPLICANT: Colhugh Pty Ltd 

OWNER: Colhugh Pty Ltd 

PROPOSAL: Staged Development: Stage 1 One (1) into Two (2) Lot Torrens 
Title Subdivision and Retention of Existing Dwelling. Stage 2 
Two (2) into Four (4) Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Tree 
Removal 

LOCATION: 29 Bayswater Road BOLWARRA 

ZONE: R1 General Residential 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

A development application (DA/2024/479) has been received seeking consent for a staged 
development at 29 Bayswater Road Bolwarra (Lot 1 DP1309289). Stage 1 One (1) into Two (2) 
Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Retention of Existing Dwelling. Stage 2 Two (2) into Four (4) 
Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Tree Removal. The locality plan can be viewed in 
Attachment 1.  
 

The application is reported to Council as six (6) submissions were received during the public 
notification process and the proposed development seeks to vary controls prescribed within 
the Maitland Development Control Plan (“DCP”) 2011.  
 

The application was notified from 24 June 2024 to 8 July 2024. Six (6) submissions were 
received during the exhibition period. The concerns raised by the objectors in respect to the 
proposed development include density and heritage impact, road widening, stormwater 
drainage and management, tree removal, traffic impacts and sewer connection.  
 

The development plans can be viewed in Attachment 2 of this report.  
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The proposed development reflects development patterns of intensification and in-fill 
development occurring through Bolwarra, with the rhythm and scale of houses along both 
Bayswater Road and Kensington Road remaining unchanged. Further, given the context of 
the site and positioning of the existing dwelling at the very corner of the Bayswater Road 
and Kensington Road frontage, the subdivision allows the retention of the primary front and 
rear yards associated with the existing dwelling. Proposed lots 201, 202 and 203 can 
accommodate appropriate future building envelopes that can be sited appropriately to 
follow the predominant lot layout within this portion of the HCA. No views of the rural estate 
are affected and defined edges of the HCA remain intact. The existing cottage and its 
garden are not disturbed or crowded in. Generous gardens with established trees are 
retained for each new lot which is typical of the area. The proposed subdivision creates 
sufficient land area to each proposed lot to facilitate a design capable of complying with 
the surrounding context, bulk, height, scale, and siting. 
 
The proposed development is considered satisfactory and any negligible impact on the 
significance of the Bolwarra HCA supportable. As such, the application is recommended for 
approval.  
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. DA/2024/479 for Staged Development: Stage 1 One (1) into Two (2) Lot Torrens 

Title Subdivision and Retention of Existing Dwelling. Stage 2 Two (2) into Four (4) 
Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Tree Removal at 29 Bayswater Road Bolwarra be 
approved subject to the recommended schedule of conditions provided in 
Attachment 4 of this report. 

 

INTRODUCTION 

The purpose of this report is to provide Council with an assessment of the proposal to 
enable determination of DA/2024/479 at 29 Bayswater Road, Bolwarra proposing a Staged 
Development: Stage 1 One (1) into Two (2) Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Retention of 
Existing Dwelling, and Stage 2 Two (2) into Four (4) Lot Torrens Title Subdivision and Tree 
Removal 
 
The application is reported to Council as six (6) submissions were received during the public 
notification process and the proposed development seeks to vary controls prescribed within 
the Maitland Development Control Plan (“DCP”) 2011.  
 
A detailed assessment in accordance with Section 4.15 of the Environmental Planning and 
Assessment Act 1979 is provided within Attachment 3.  
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SITE DESCRIPTION 

The site is known as 29 Bayswater Road Bolwarra and has a legal description of Lot 1 in 
Deposited Plan 1309289. The site is rectangular in shape and has a total site area of 
3,508m2. The site is located on the corner of Bayswater Road and Kensington Road with 
vehicle access gained via the 65.9m wide frontage to Kensington Road. The site is zoned R1 
General Residential, is located within the Bolwarra Heritage Conservation Area and is 
mapped within the Coastal Environment Areas prescribed by State Environmental Planning 
Policy (Resilience and Hazards) 2021. The site is also burdened by a 3.5m wide easement to 
drain water located within the northern portion of the site. The location of the site is 
represented in Figure 1 below. 
 
Existing improvements on the site include a detached single-storey dwelling house located 
at the Bayswater Road frontage with ancillary structures at the rear of the dwelling along 
the Kensington Road frontage. The site is heavily vegetated with several significant trees 
scattered across the site. The site is located in a well-established residential area 
predominantly consisting of detached dwelling houses located on various sized allotments.  
 
The site slopes into a depression at the north-eastern corner of the site. 
 

 
Figure 1: location of subject site (source: Maitland City Council) 
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PROPOSAL 

The proposal involves a one (1) into four (4) lot Torrens title subdivision undertaken in two 
stages.  
 

• Stage 1: one (1) into two (2) lot Torrens title subdivision and retention of existing 
dwelling and ancillary structures: 

• Lot 1: 871m2 
• Lot 2: 2,440m2 

• Stage 2: two (2) into four (4) lot Torrens title subdivision: 
• Lot 1: 871m2 
• Lot 2: 708m2 
• Lot 3: 691m2 
• Lot 4: 1,041m2 

• Removal of 11 trees. 
• Road widening and construction of kerb and gutter along the Bayswater Road 

frontage of proposed lots 2 and 3. 
• Associated stormwater drainage works and installation of utility services. 

 

 
Figure 2: Proposed subdivision plan (source: High Definition Design Pty Ltd, 18/08/2024) 

 

KEY ISSUES 

Heritage 
 

The subject site is located within the Bolwarra Heritage Conservation Area (“HCA”), which is 
listed as item C1 under Schedule 5 of Maitland LEP 2011. The site is also in proximity to two 
local heritage items ‘Bolwarra Stone Barn’ (I9) and Bolwarra House (I8). Bolwarra Stone 
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Barn is located on the opposite side of Bayswater Road approximately 20m to the west and 
separated by a public road. Bolwarra House is set back further from Bayswater Road on a 
large allotment with the curtilage of the item approximately 65m west and separated by a 
public road and smaller residential allotments that front Bayswater Road. 
 
The proposed subdivision maintains the defined edges of the Bolwarra HCA as the 
subdivision is located on a site at the centre of the HCA in a precinct concentrated with 
smaller lots. The proposed one (1) into four (4) lot Torrens title subdivision reflects 
development patterns of intensification and in-fill development occurring within this portion 
of Bolwarra. The proposed lot sizes are not drastically out of place or inconsistent with the 
surrounding environment and continue the rhythm and scale of the streetscapes along both 
Bayswater Road and Kensington Road.  
 
The applicant has demonstrated that each new lot can accommodate an appropriate future 
development, supporting appropriate future design outcomes that respect the aesthetic and 
architectural values of the Bolwarra HCA, with proposed lot frontages ranging from 17.4m to 
19.4m, providing sufficient space for the development of built forms sympathetic to the 
existing character, spacing and density of this part of the Bolwarra HCA. 
 
A landscape plan has been provided nominating an additional nine (9) trees to be planted to 
accommodate the loss of vegetation required by the development works. A restriction on the 
title of lots 201, 202, 203 is to be placed requiring the lot owner to protect and preserve the 
retained and planted trees in perpetuity.  
 
The proposal retains the existing cottage and incorporates generous landscaping/open 
space commensurate with the surrounding low-density development existing and occurring 
across the Bolwarra HCA. 
 
Detailed consideration of the proposal in accordance with the heritage provisions of the 
MLEP and DCP can be viewed in Attachment 3.  
 
Road widening 
 

Council staff initially requested the applicant consider road dedication along the Bayswater 
Road frontage of the subject site to enable the continuation of widening in line with the 
adjoining allotments to the east.  
 
Legal precedents confirm that land dedication can only occur through two mechanisms: 

1. by entering into a Voluntary Planning Agreement (VPA) under section 7.4 of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment (EP&A) Act 1979, or  

2. by imposing a section 7.11 condition regarding development contributions (relating to 
contribution conditions allowed by and determined in accordance with a contribution 
plan). 

 
It is agreed that Council’s City Wide Section 94 Contributions Plan 2016 does not identify the 
dedication of the land free of charge, therefore any such requirement for the land to be 
dedicated is inconsistent with Sections 7.11 and 7.13 of the Environmental Planning and 
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Assessment Act 1979, and subsequently unlawful. It is also noted that a VPA has not been 
entered into. Further, as the plans do not propose road widening beyond lots 2 and 3, 
section 9 of the Roads Act 1993 is not engaged for the existing dwelling lot, and requiring 
land dedication for road widening as a condition of consent is not lawful.  
 
It is noted that the existing dwelling retains vehicular access as it currently operates along 
Kensington Road for proposed Lot 1. The area required for road widening will have a 
significant impact on the existing dwelling house given its current location, and noting the 
additional traffic load is negligible there appears to be no planning nexus to require the road 
widening along the front of proposed Lot 1 in this instance.  
 
It is noted that Council is able to commence the land acquisition process in this location in 
accordance with previous Council resolution should it wish to pursue this road widening 
along the length of Bayswater Road.   
 

PUBLIC SUBMISSIONS 
 
The proposal was publicly notified and advertised for a period of 14 days from 24 June 2024 
to 8 July 2024 in accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and 
the Maitland Development Control Plan 2011. Six (6) submissions were received by Council 
during the notification period, the redacted submissions can be viewed in Attachment 5. A 
summary of the issues raised in the submission is outlined below, with a detailed response to 
the submissions provided in Attachment 3. 
 

Number of lots proposed and heritage impact 
 

The proposed development is permissible in accordance with the R1 General Residential 
zone with all lots significantly exceeding the minimum lot size of 450m2 prescribed under 
Clause 4.1 of the Maitland LEP 2011.  
 
The proposed development reflects development patterns of intensification and in-fill 
development occurring through this area of Bolwarra, with the rhythm and scale of houses 
along both Bayswater Road and Kensington Road remaining unchanged. No views of the 
rural estate are affected and defined edges of the HCA remain intact. The existing cottage 
and its garden are not disturbed or crowded in. Generous gardens with established trees are 
retained for each new dwelling which is typical of the area. Future development applications 
within the Bolwarra Heritage Conservation Area are subject to merit assessment at the time 
of the assessment. The proposed development site is unique as it allows the retention of the 
existing cottage at the intersection of Bayswater Road and Kensington Road without 
encroaching on the perceived front and rear yard of the dwelling.  
 
The proposed subdivision creates sufficient land area to each proposed lot to facilitate a 
design capable of complying with the surrounding context, bulk, height, scale, and siting. 
Whilst the nominated building envelope is not being conditioned for the proposed lots, to 
ensure that future development is located appropriately it is recommended that a condition 
be placed on the title of proposed Lot 203 to restrict buildings to a minimum setback of 8.3m 
from Kensington Road. As well as a recommended condition in relation to the retention of 
retained and proposed trees.  
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Road widening 
 

As identified earlier in this report. 
 
Drainage and stormwater matters 
 
A stormwater drainage plan and supporting engineering report (prepared by Fisher 
Consulting Engineers, dated: 05/02/2025) has been provided of which demonstrates 
compliance with the objectives and controls of this chapter. 
 
The engineering report provides revised pre- and post-development calculations 
demonstrating that the flow depths and velocities remain the same or are decreased as a 
result of the development. An additional pit is proposed within the existing 3.5m drainage 
easement that intersects the site at its northern portion to account for the drainage of 
proposed lots 1, 2 and 3 via a new drainage easement at the rear of the proposed lots 2 and 
3 (with an individual pit to proposed lots 1, 2 and 3). On-site detention and water quality of 
stormwater will be provided by individual stormwater detention devices (rainwater reuse 
tanks) provided at the time of individual development of proposed lots 2, 3 and 4. This will 
be conditioned to form part of the 88b restrictions. Appropriate conditions are 
recommended to ensure adequate stormwater management is afforded to the development 
in accordance with Council’s Manual of Engineering Standards (MoES).  
 

Tree removal 
 

The application proposes to remove 11 trees in total, the removal of these trees has been 
assessed within the submitted Biodiversity Assessment Report (BAR). The BAR confirms that 
the removal of the trees in question will not result in a significant impact on threatened 
species or endangered ecological communities, nor does it trigger the BOS and accordingly, 
and further assessment is not required.  
 
The proposed development has been sited to avoid and minimise impact by being located in 
previously cleared land, with no impact over any native vegetation being almost wholly 
exotic planted vegetation over this site.  No hollow bearing habitat trees are impacted; there 
are no threatened flora species in existence on the site; there is very limited habitat for 
threatened fauna species on the site; and the proposal has avoided and minimised impact 
where feasible, consistent with the objectives and requirements of the Biodiversity 
Conservation Act 2016. 
 
As noted earlier in this report, a landscape plan has been provided nominating an additional 
nine (9) trees to be planted to accommodate the loss of vegetation required by the 
development works. A restriction on the title of lots 201, 202, 203 is to be placed requiring 
the lot owner to protect and preserve the retained and planted trees in perpetuity.  
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Traffic generation and impact on road network 
 

The proposed development, once future dwellings are constructed, has the potential to 
generate an additional 27 vehicle trips per day, or 2.5 vehicle trips per hour beyond that 
currently associated with the site. Based upon the current standard of Bayswater and 
Kensington Roads and the surrounding road network, and the small scale of the proposal 
and the minimal increase in traffic; it is considered that the existing road network is capable 
of absorbing the additional traffic without adversely impacting current levels of service or 
causing nuisance or road safety issues.  
 
Sewer 
 

Hunter Water correspondence confirms that sewer is available, and the necessary notice of 
requirements has been issued for the development. A condition to ensure compliance with 
any Hunter Water requirement will be included in the determination.  
  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Statutory implications relating to assessment of the subject application have been 
addressed in the body of the report. 
 

CONCLUSION 

This application has been assessed against Section 4.15(1) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 as amended. The proposed development is considered acceptable 
in terms of the relevant matters for consideration under the Act and the development 
application is recommended for approval subject to the recommended conditions contained 
within Attachment 4. 
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11.3 Finalisation of Planning Proposal - Kieza Road, Oakhampton 

FILE NO: RZ21004 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Exhibition and Consultation Summary and 
Response (Under Separate Cover)  

2. Planning Proposal (Under Separate Cover)  
3. Gateway Determination   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Strategic Planning 
Coordinator City Planning  

AUTHOR: Principal Strategic Planner  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 7 To afford the house we want in the 
neighbourhood we like 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 7.1.1 Implement a Local Housing Strategy that identifies 
how and where housing will be provided across the city         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

A rezoning request relating to land at Kezia Road, Oakhampton seeks to rezone land to 
enable residential development and maintain environmentally sensitive areas. 
 
On 22 November 2022, Council endorsed the progression of the Planning Proposal seeking a 
Gateway Determination. On 3 May 2023, the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) issued a Gateway Determination with conditions including 
engagement with relevant state authorities and to carry out public exhibition.  
 
This report presents the outcomes of agency consultation and public exhibition (Attachment 
1) and seeks Council’s endorsement to finalise the Planning Proposal (Attachment 2). The 
Planning Proposal seeks to rezone land currently zoned RU1 Primary Production and RU2 
Rural Landscape to a mixture of R1 General Residential, C3 Environmental Management, and 
SP2 Stormwater Management. 
 
The draft Planning Proposal was exhibited from 9 October 2023 to 8 November 2023 and 
five (5) submissions were received. Key issues raised during public exhibition are outlined in 
the body of this report. 
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. Council notes the submissions received during public exhibition (Attachment 1). 

2. Council endorses the planning proposal to amend the Maitland Local 
Environmental Plan 2011 (Attachment 2). 
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3. Council forwards the Planning Proposal to the Minister for Planning and Public 
Spaces, or exercises delegated plan making authority, pursuant to Section 3.36 
of the Environment Planning and Assessment Act 1979 for finalisation of the Plan.  

4. Notification of Council’s decision be provided to those who made a submission. 

 

REPORT 

In June 2022 Council received a request from Walker Corporation Pty Ltd to prepare a 
Planning Proposal for Stage 4 of the Aberglasslyn Urban Release Area (URA). The 
Aberglasslyn URA was originally identified in 2005 and since this time, stages 1, 2 and 3 have 
been completed. 
 
Stage 4 of the Aberglasslyn URA is identified within the Maitland Local Housing Strategy as 
an investigation area (IA-3) and is located immediately to the east of the existing 
Aberglasslyn URA, south of the Hunter River, and to the north of the Main Northern Railway. 
The site is approximately 112 hectares across fourteen (14) parcels with thirteen (13) 
individual landowners. 
 

 
Figure 1: Subject Site  
 
The proposed residential zone footprint has been determined based on constraints including 
flooding and ecology. Flood prone areas will not be developed for residential use. Flood 
prone areas and ecological buffer areas are proposed to be zoned as C3 Environmental 
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Management or maintained in the existing RU1 Primary Production, and C2 Environmental 
Conservation zones 
 
The planning proposal seeks to amend the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 (MLEP 
2011) to rezone the site from RU1 Primary Production and RU2 Rural Landscape to a mixture 
of R1 General Residential, C3 Environmental Management, and SP2 Special Infrastructure 
(Drainage). The rezoning and subsequent development applications are estimated to 
generate approximately 700 residential dwellings once completed. 
 
 

 
Figure 2: Maitland LSPS – Planned Investigation Area 
 
A Gateway Determination was issued by the Department of Planning, Housing and 
Infrastructure (DPHI) on 3 May 2023 and was updated on 6 July 2024 (Attachment 3). The 
updated Gateway required the publication of the Planning Proposal by 1 November 2024, 
which has expired. A request for extension to the gateway timeframe has been discussed 
with and submitted to DPHI as a result of resolution of traffic impact matters, to allow the 
proposal to progress to finalisation. 
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Public exhibition was undertaken in accordance with section 3.34(2)(c) and clause 4 of 
Schedule 1 of the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act, 1979 and resulted in 5 
submissions being made to Council. 3 submissions objected to the proposal. 2 submissions 
recommended amendments to the proposal. A detailed assessment of the matters raised in 
the submissions is included in (Attachment 1). It is considered that the matters raised do not 
warrant further amendment to the planning proposal. 
 
The key issue raised in the submissions related to traffic impact.  
 
Extensive modelling has been undertaken by the proponent to demonstrate a suitable 
access arrangement utilising both state and local roads. The proponent and Council have 
worked with Transport for NSW to obtain suitable road service levels for the development 
case scenario and the development plus 10-year scenario.  
 
It is acknowledged that the development will contribute to increased traffic movements on 
the road network, including on the New England Highway. In the worst-case scenario at a 
10-year horizon, the modelling indicates that the traffic queue on the New England Highway 
will exceed the proposed right turn lane by one (1) car length in the PM peak. Transport for 
NSW (TfNSW) are responsible for the operation of the main road network, including the New 
England Highway, in terms of efficiency and safety of the highway. TfNSW have advised 
that they are satisfied with the proposed outcome, subject to appropriate funding 
mechanisms for upgrade works to the main road network being achieved. 
 
Council also undertook SIDRA modelling for the Sempill St and Hannan St intersections with 
High Street, Maitland, to consider the impact of vehicles using Oakhampton Road. This 
included traffic data, AM and PM trip rates and queue lengths at the Hannan/High Street 
and Sempill/High Street intersections. It is noted that these intersections already experience 
delays and inefficiency, particularly during the PM peak, and the proposed rezoning will 
further impact the operation of these intersections. 
 
It is considered that the proposed rezoning contributes a minor proportion of the vehicles 
impacting these intersections, and so an integrated transport planning approach that 
holistically considers movement networks throughout the LGA should be undertaken to 
address this issue. This impact is not considered sufficient grounds to not progress this 
planning proposal on. The applicant, through their Traffic Impact Assessment has 
committed to upgrades to the local road network to improve traffic outcomes. These 
upgrades will be defined through the development of an area specific DCP and development 
contributions plan.  
 
A complete summation of the traffic and transport matters are contained within the 
Planning Proposal, (Attachment 2).  
 
The planning proposal has been updated to address matters raised in submissions and 
responses from agencies. The planning proposal is considered to be consistent with local 
and state planning requirements and should be endorsed for finalisation. 
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CONCLUSION 

The Planning Proposal is the final stage of the 2005 Aberglasslyn URA and will ensure that 
Council is able to meet its housing targets. Throughout the stages of the planning process, 
key consideration has been given towards resolution of matters including, traffic, 
biodiversity, heritage and flooding. Forward planning of the site will include the preparation 
of a development control plan and developer contributions plan to ensure that development 
occurs in an orderly manner.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

It is noted that any future development applications would be subject to the payment of 
local, state and Hunter Water contributions that assist in covering the costs associated with 
the delivery of services and facilities. In addition, the future Development Control Plan and 
Contribution Plan will identify required capital works that will provide services to the urban 
release area including open space, road works and drainage basins.  
  
POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The planning proposal enacts the policy direction of the Local Housing Strategy (LHS) and 
the Local Strategic Planning Statement (LSPS) and assists in Council meeting its housing 
targets.  
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993. 
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11.4 Exhibition of Ommissions in Thornton North Development Contributions 
Plan Work Schedule  

FILE NO: 103/41/8 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Previous Council Report 26 November 2024  
2. Amended Thornton North Development 

Contributions Plan (Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Strategic Planning 
Coordinator City Planning 
Principal Development Contributions Planner  

AUTHOR: Development Contributions Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 4 To be healthy and active with access to local 
services and facilities 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.3.2 Provide play spaces across the city to accommodate 
all age and ability groups         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Thornton North Development Contributions Plan (TNCP) is long-term plan which funds a 
range of local infrastructure to cater for residential growth within the Thornton North Urban 
Release Area. 
 
This report presents a revised draft of the TNCP, seeking endorsement for proposed 
amendments to the Recreation and Open Space Work Schedule.  These amendments 
address omissions in the current TNCP.  The report also recommends placing the revised 
draft Plan on public exhibition. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. Council endorses exhibition of the draft Thornton North Development 

Contributions Plan in Attachment 2 for 28 days. 

2. If no submissions are received opposing the amendment, Council delegate 
authority to the General Manager to finalise and adopt the amended Thornton 
North Development Contributions Work Schedule.  

3. If submissions are received opposing the amendment, a further report be 
presented to Council for consideration.  
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REPORT 

At its meeting of 26 November 2024, Council resolved to endorse a revised draft of the 
TNCP and to endorse amendments to the Recreation and Open Space Work Schedule for the 
purpose of public exhibition. 
 
The draft TNCP was exhibited from 3 December 2024 to 22 January 2025. As no submissions 
on the draft TNCP were received, the General Manager exercised delegations to endorse the 
CP on 10 February 2025. 
 
The purpose of the previous amendment as detailed in the 26 November report, provided as 
Attachment 1, was to consolidate two local playgrounds identified as TN7 and TN8 in the 
work schedules into one larger facility.   
 
Following endorsement of the amended TNCP in February, it was identified that there were 
unintended omissions from the Recreation and Open Space Work Schedules contained 
within the updated TNCP. Specifically, several items co-located with the proposed District 
Sportsground identified as item TN20 were not included.  
 
The omitted Recreation and Open Space Items are detailed as follows.  
 

• TN12 – Local Park – Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN21 – Netball Courts - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN22 – Netball Courts - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN23 – Contributions Towards Competition Netball Courts Maitland Park 
• TN24 – Tennis Courts - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN25 – Tennis Courts - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN26 – Cricket Nets - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 
• TN27 – Cricket Nets - Co-located with District Sportsground TN20 

 
This proposed amendment to TNCP will reinstate the above items in the Recreation and 
Opens Space Work Schedules.  The specific alterations are highlighted in the following areas 
of the revised TNCP which is provided in Attachment 2.  
 

• Page 3 – Amendment to Revision Table  
• Page 52 and 53 – Amendment to Recreation and Open Space Work Schedule  

 
It is noted that the omission of the Work Schedule items had no material impact on the 
TNCP contribution rate or operation of the TNCP since its adoption.  
 

CONCLUSION 

This report seeks Council’s endorsement for the reinstatement of items omitted from the 
Recreation and Open Space Work Schedule in the previously approved draft, and approval 
to exhibit the proposed amendments. This amendment will have no material impact on the 
contribution rate or the operation of the TNCP.  
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FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

There are no financial implications with this matter. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This report recommends the exhibition of amendments to a Council Policy to rectify minor 
omissions. Should the recommendation not be supported, planned recreation and open 
space infrastructure projects in the Thornton North catchment could not be funded from the 
TNCP. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The draft amended TNCP has been prepared in accordance with the requirements of the 
Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979, Environmental Planning an Assessment 
Regulation 2021 and the Department of Planning’s current Development Contributions 
Practice Notes.  
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11.5 DA/2024/1010 for Dual Occupancy (Detached), Alterations, Studio, 
Swimming Pool and Garage at 97 Aberglasslyn Lane, Aberglasslyn 

FILE NO: DA/2024/1010 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Locality Plan  
2. Development Plans  
3. Assessment Report (Under Separate Cover)  
4. Recommended Conditions of Consent (Under 

Separate Cover)  
5. Submissions (Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Development & Compliance 
Coordinator Planning & Development  

AUTHOR: Senior Development Planner          

APPLICANT: Murray James 

OWNER: Kylie Jane Waeger and Michael James Waeger 

PROPOSAL: Dual Occupancy (Detached), Alterations, Studio, Swimming 
Pool and Garage 

LOCATION: 97 Aberglasslyn Lane ABERGLASSLYN NSW 2320, Lot 5 in 
DP738608 

ZONE: RU1 Primary Production 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Development application DA/2022/1010 was lodged on 28 November 2024 for Dual 
Occupancy (Detached), Alterations, Studio, Swimming Pool and Garage. Additional 
information and an amendment were sought by Council to comply with the Maitland LEP 
and to respond to submissions and this was received by 25 February 2025. 
 
The subject property is located at 97 Aberglasslyn Lane, Aberglasslyn in the RU1 zone and 
contains two dwellings as a dual occupancy (detached). The property is located adjacent to 
the Aberglasslyn House State Heritage Item and the Aberglasslyn House Heritage 
Conservation Area.  
 
The application is being reported to Council due to one (1) submission being 
received, where the issues raised in that submission were not able to be satisfied via 
imposition of conditions of consent. The issues in the submission relate to traffic, 
density and heritage.  
 
The application has been assessed against the relevant matters for consideration under 
section 4.15(1) in the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and considered to be 
satisfactory subject to the imposition of conditions.  
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OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. DA/2024/1010 for Dual Occupancy (Detached), Alterations, Studio, Swimming Pool 

and Garage at 97 Aberglasslyn Lane, Aberglasslyn is approved subject to the 
recommended schedule of conditions provided in Attachment 4 of this report. 

 

SITE DESCRIPTION 
 
The site is known as 97 Aberglasslyn Lane, Aberglasslyn and has a legal description of Lot 5 
in Deposited Plan 738608. The site is slightly irregular in shape but has a general rectangular 
alignment and a total site area of 8.539 hectares. The land contains a detached older style 
residence, plus a more recent dwelling (constructed 2004). Combined, these dwellings form a 
detached dual occupancy. Both dwellings are clad in weatherboard, with tin roof. The 
dwellings are positioned in the central portion of the site, towards the southeastern 
boundary, adjacent to the road. A series of farm buildings are also scattered across the 
property.  
 
The site is located on the northwestern side of Aberglasslyn Lane. Vehicle access is gained 
via this road. Aberglasslyn Lane is accessed at the northern end of Aberglasslyn Road. The 
north boundary of the site is shared with the Hunter River. The land is mostly absent of 
vegetation, with a scattering of native trees located alongside the river, as well as some 
planted vegetation closer to the dwellings. The site is located outside of the Aberglasslyn 
Heritage Conservation Area, but it is constrained by bushfire, flooding, and coastal 
management. The Assessment Report in Attachment 2 outlines how these constraints have 
been addressed.  
 

The surrounding landscape is characterised by rural dwellings and associated rural 
structures. The location of the site is represented in mapping imagery provided in 
Attachment 1. 
 
PROPOSAL  
 
The proposal involves the following: 
 

• The change of use of an existing dwelling to an ancillary studio. This change of use 
requires the decommissioning of the habitable components of the studio (i.e. laundry 
and kitchen) prior to its use. 

• The construction of a new dwelling on the site, as well as the retention of one existing 
dwelling. This creates a detached dual occupancy arrangement.  

• The establishment of an additional on-site sewer management system, including 
disposal area.  

• Associated infrastructure, including driveway extension, landscaping, and earthworks.  
• Installation of a swimming pool.  

 

A detailed description of the proposal can be viewed in the Assessment Report contained in 
Attachment 3, with development plans shown within Attachment 2 of this report.  
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KEY ISSUES 
 
Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 

The proposed new dwelling replaces a lawfully approved dwelling on this property, thereby 
satisfying Clause 4.2A(1)(b) of the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011 (MLEP). The 
proposed works are deemed consistent with the zone objectives of the RU1 Primary 
Production zone (Clause 2.3), specifically noting that minimal existing agricultural land will 
be sterilised as part of this proposal. The new works will comprise less than 0.2% of the total 
site area. This means that a quality, new residential dwelling is able to be constructed on site 
and the continuation of primary production of the land can occur.  

A number of other clauses relevant under the MLEP have been addressed within the 
Assessment Report contained in Attachment 3 of this document.  

Heritage conservation 

The land is in proximity to two heritage items, being: 

• I1, Aberglasslyn House (constructed 1840), 94 Aberglasslyn Lane ABERGLASSLYN. 
This is an item of State heritage significance.  

• I2, Aberglasslyn Cottage, 92 Aberglasslyn Lane ABERGLASSLYN. This is an item of 
Local heritage significance. 

Additionally, the Aberglasslyn House Heritage Conservation Area (AHCA) commences 
opposite the subject land.  

Consent is not required under Section 5.10 of the MLEP as the site is not within the AHCA, 
nor does it contain actual heritage items. Subclause 5.10(5) is applicable however, where an 
assessment of the heritage impact may be required by Council via request of a heritage 
management document.  

In this case, the project Architect satisfactorily managed heritage impact via building 
materials, colours and siting of the new work. The proposed dwelling uses colours that are 
sympathetic to Aberglasslyn House (mudstone), as well as materials that are consistent with 
the rural environment it is set within: timber cladding, zincalume roof, low rise modular form 
and a roof pitch (at 30 degrees) that does not dominate the skyline. The proposed new 
dwelling also benefits from considerable separation from the heritage items, being 
approximately 750 metres from Aberglasslyn House and 250 metres from Aberglasslyn 
Cottage. The distance between the heritage items and the proposal contributes significantly 
to minimising any potential heritage impacts. 

The proposal is acceptable in this regard. Detailed discussion on heritage matters is 
provided within the Assessment Report, contained in Attachment 3.   
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CONSULTATION 

Public submissions 
 
The proposal was publicly notified between 12th December 2024 and 16th January 2025, in 
accordance with the Environmental Planning and Assessment Act 1979 and the Maitland 
Development Control Plan 2011. The proposal received one (1) submission during the 
notification period. A copy of the redacted submission can be viewed in Attachment 5. A 
summary of the issues raised in the submission is outlined in the table below and again 
detailed in Attachment 3.  
 
SUBMISSION 
HEADING 

SUBMISSION ITEM PLANNER COMMENT 

1.0 Traffic Aberglasslyn Lane is a 
single lane road and vehicle 
passing is a problem, 
particularly in periods of 
rain when the verge 
becomes saturated and 
boggy. lt is also a challenge 
to visitors who view the 
country lane as an 
opportunity for extreme 
speed. Leaving the 
properties presents a safety 
issue because the front of 
the vehicle needs to be 
within the roadway to get a 
clear vision of oncoming 
traffic. Obstacles such as 
power poles within the verge 
add to this. The 
infrastructure is designed 
for low traffic density land 
uses, where one of the two 
houses at 97 Aberglasslyn 
Lane regularly has 4 cars 
parked in its drive. This by 
itself represents an increase 
in traffic since the property 
was sold. 
 

The proposal is of a scale that is likely to 
present a negligible impact on Aberglasslyn 
Lane’s level of service and safety, that being a 
dwelling upon the property.  
 
The additional residential traffic is likely to be 
readily absorbed into the nearby traffic 
network and will not create an unreasonable 
burden on Aberglasslyn Lane.  
 
Construction traffic will be temporary and can 
be appropriately mitigated with a 
Construction Traffic Management Plan 
(CTMP).  A condition of consent has been 
imposed requiring the preparation of this plan.  
 

2.0 Multiple 
Dwellings 

Concern that 3 houses 
would be situated on the 
land if the application were 
approved. 
 

The existing second dwelling on the property 
was constructed in 2004. This dwelling seeks a 
change of use under this application, to create 
a detached studio. The studio will comprise 
room for private hobbies and storage. The 
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habitable components, including laundry and 
kitchen will be decommissioned under this 
proposal.  The studio will be ancillary to the 
existing weatherboard dwelling on site.  
 
The decommissioning of the dwelling will be 
required to occur prior to the release of the 
Occupation Certificate for the new dwelling on 
site.   
 

3.0 Heritage Development in 
Aberglasslyn Lane has been 
controlled by MCC because 
of heritage issues in relation 
to Aberglasslyn House. lt 
has prevented us from; 
 
 a. Doing building 
extensions b. Carrying out 
knock down rebuilds  
c. Building on previously 
undeveloped parcels of 
land.  
Seeking consistency from 
Council in application of 
heritage restrictions. 
 

The proposal will add new structures in the 
broader curtilage of Aberglasslyn House 
(though beyond the Heritage Conservation 
Area). Impacts have been assessed as being 
acceptable on the following basis:  

• Architectural quality, including siting, 
forms, materials and colours are 
appropriate. 

• Setting of the proposed dwelling house 
with a significant setback distance 
from the front boundary (as viewed 
from Aberglasslyn House) minimises its 
impact on the heritage item and 
curtilage 

• The scale is appropriate, being a new 
single storey dwelling.  The  use of 
timber ship lap cladding and multiple 
smaller modules adequately breaks up 
the bulk. The proposed external 
materials successfully integrate with 
the existing rural character of the area, 
this is achieved via:  

• Dark stain Modinex timber 
wall cladding (vertical profile) 

• Timber (oiled or stained) 
Modinex gable and link 
gallery cladding (vertical 
profile) 

• Roofs in corrugated steel, 
Zincalume, at 30o pitch. 

• Stacked stone addressing 
Hunter River (away from 
heritage items) 

• Recycled timber beams 
addressing Hunter River. 

• Panel lift garage doors in 
dark grey, internal-facing 
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All colours and materials are found to suitably 
complement the mudstone on Aberglasslyn 
House and the timber fences prevalent in the 
area. The dark grey wall cladding is noted to 
be a recessive modern colour. 
 
The proposal will result in a contemporary 
farm building ‘cluster’ within the context of the 
cultivated pastoral landscape. The proposed 
dwelling is grouped together with remnant 
silos, historic timber stock feeders and a dairy. 
 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS 

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

Statutory implications relating to assessment of the subject application have been 
addressed in the body of the report 
 

CONCLUSION 

This application has been assessed against Section 4.15(1) of the Environmental Planning 
and Assessment Act 1979 as amended. The proposed development is considered acceptable 
in terms of the relevant matters for consideration under the Act and the development 
application is recommended for approval subject to the recommended conditions contained 
within Attachment 4.  
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11.6 Control of Burning Policy Review 

FILE NO: 106/2 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft Control of Burning Policy   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Planning 
Manager Development & Compliance 
Coordinator Regulatory Compliance  

AUTHOR: Team Leader Compliance  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 4 To be healthy and active with access to local 
services and facilities 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 4.1.2 Deliver Council’s community health responsibilities         
 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

This report has been prepared to provide for the review of Council’s Control of Burning 
Policy. 

The Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2022 (“Clean Air 
Regulation”) gives Council authority to issue approvals to burn dead and dry vegetative 
matter to “any particular person” and to any “class of persons”.  This policy identifies the 
“classes of person” that will be given consideration to burn approved materials. 

The review does not change the intention of the policy as adopted in May 2014, and 
primarily provides for updates due to amendments to the Clean Air Regulation and other 
relevant legislation. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. The Control of Burning Policy be placed on public exhibition for a period of 
twenty-eight (28) days as per this report. 

2. If no submissions are received by the exhibition expiry date, the draft Control of 
Burning Policy be adopted pursuant to Section 161 of the Local Government Act 
1993. 

3. If submissions are received, Council Officers report back to Council will a 
summary of the feedback and any recommended change. 

 

REPORT 

The Control of Burning Policy was adopted in May 2014 and has been reviewed to provide 
for legislative amendments and updates to zoning terminology within to the Maitland Local 
Environmental Plan, as well as updates to the name of the governing legislation, now known 
as the Protection of the Environment Operations (Clean Air) Regulation 2022 (“Clean Air 
Regulation”). 
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The Clean Air Regulation gives Council authority to issue approvals to burn dead and dry 
vegetative matter to “any particular person” and to any “class of persons”.  This policy 
identifies the “classes of person” that will be given consideration to burn approved 
materials. 
 
The Clean Air Regulation is intended for the control of particulate emissions that eventuate 
from activities such as burning in relation to environmental and health consequences.  It 
should be noted that other legislative controls exist in relation to the lighting of fires for 
example the Rural Fires Act 1997 and its regulation, the Native Vegetation Act 2003 and the 
Threatened Species Conservation Act 1995. 
 
The Control of Burning Policy provides for approval for open burning of dead and dry 
vegetative material on parcels of land that meet the prescribed criteria.  Such approval is 
intended for properties of the prescribed criteria that have a large number of mature trees 
that are likely to generate larger than average quantities of vegetative debris. 
 
The Policy provides landowners approval for the burning of dead and dry vegetative 
material in the open on parcels of land under the Maitland Local Environmental Plan 2011, on 
which the vegetation grew in the following circumstances: 
 

• On land not less than 4000m2; and 
• On land zoned as RU1 Primary Production, RU2 Rural Landscape or R5 Large Lot 

Residential. 
 

The following articles are prohibited articles and should not be burnt under any 
circumstances:  
 

• Tyres  
• Coated wire  
• Paint containers and residues  
• Solvent containers and residues  
• Timber treated with copper chromium arsenate (CCA) or pentachlorophenol (PCP).  
• The approval to burn are subject to conditions that are outlined in the Control of 

Burning Policy 
CONCLUSION 

The review of the Control of Burning Policy was undertaken in March 2025. The review 
process reaffirmed that the existing guidelines, procedures, and safety measures related to 
the control of burning continue to be effective in managing risks and promoting public 
safety. It is anticipated that the adoption of the draft Control of Burning Policy will continue 
to provide a streamlined, but suitable regulatory framework to manage environmental risks 
associated with open burning. 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no specific policy implications for Council. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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12 City Services 

12.1 Library Collection Management Policy Review 

FILE NO: 86/20 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Library Collection Management Policy - Adopted 
27 August 2019 (Under Separate Cover)  

2. Draft - Library Collection Management Policy 
(Under Separate Cover)   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services  

AUTHOR: Manager Libraries & Learning  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.4 Implement and maintain a contemporary 
governance, audit and risk framework         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The revised Library Collection Management Policy is intended to provide a framework for 
the management of library collections available to the community through Maitland 
libraries. The policy guides staff decisions and informs community enquiries regarding the 
collection. The revised Collection Management Policy reflects current policy formats, 
processes and legislation, focusing on core principles and outcomes. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 

1. Council rescind the Library Collection Management Policy (2019) 
2. Council adopt the Draft Library Collection Management Policy (2025) 

 

REPORT 

Council policies are strategic documents which formally express Council’s position on a 
particular issue. Policies are designed to guide the organisation’s decision-making and are 
made publicly available on Council’s website. Policies are not intended to cover operational 
matters, which are more appropriately documented by way of internal protocols and 
procedures. 
 
Maitland libraries operate in accordance with the Library Act and Guidelines issued by the 
Library Council of NSW, including those related to the NSW Government Public Library 
Subsidy (in 2024-25 Maitland libraries has received $335,006 in per capita subsidy and 
subsidy adjustment from State Library of NSW). Collections are managed in accordance 
with the Access to Information in NSW Public Libraries Guideline, issued by the Library 
Council of NSW under s10 (5) of the Act. 
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Maitland libraries provide education, social and recreation services to the community, 
supporting lifelong learning and social connection. Council’s library collections are an 
important asset, managed by qualified professionals to ensure they meet community 
objectives and legislative requirements. The collection is available in physical and digital 
formats and reflects the diversity of the community’s interests and needs. 
 
The revised Library Collection Management Policy provides guidance to library staff and 
informs the community about the collection. The policy reflects the legislative requirements 
for provision of public libraries under the Library Act 1939 (NSW). The policy will be used by 
library staff to define the scope of collections, assist with contract management with 
suppliers, and help ensure the collection is representative of the Maitland community. The 
policy informs the community on collections decisions, helping explain why resources are 
included or excluded, and is reflective of current standards and guidelines for NSW Public 
Libraries. 
 

Minor amendments made to the draft Library Collection Management Policy are indicated 
by yellow highlighting in Attachment 2. Significant changes or amendments are provided for 
reference in the table below. 
 
CURRENT POLICY (ADOPTED 27 August 2019) DRAFT POLICY (Significant Changes, 

Additions, Removal) 
Selection Principles Change - Collection Principles 

These principles guide collection life cycle 
practices, including collection access 
considerations. This moves away from 
operational selection processes included 
in previous policy. 

 Addition – Formats and Special 
Collections 
Provides context to the range of formats 
and growing collections supported at 
Maitland libraries to meet customer needs 
and expectations. Special Collections such 
as Local Studies, (non-built) Heritage and 
Family History are also acknowledged, 
including Deed of Gift form (attachment) 
related to donations in this area. 

Collection Evaluation Change – Measuring Success 
Provides further context to collection 
evaluation approaches including 
benchmarking data and key performance 
indicators as per current NSW public 
library standards. 

Collection Access Change – Challenging Material Statement 
This provides context to collection access, 
censorship and complaints processes, 
including a Request for reconsideration of 
a resource form (attachment) to guide 
process. 
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 Addition – Requesting new items 
Provides context to how the community 
can engage and participate with 
collections at Maitland libraries. 

Donations Change – Donations 
Provides further context to sources of 
donation and ownership, including to 
Local Studies and (non-built) Heritage 
Collections. 

Deselection Principles & Disposal Change – Principles of Disposal 
Removes operational processes 

Customer Service Charter Removed 
Points covered in other areas of the policy 

 

CONCLUSION 
The proposed draft policy reflects the legislative requirements for provision of public 
libraries under the Library Act 1939 (NSW) and informs community enquiries regarding 
Maitland libraries collections. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

Costs associated with this recommendation have been included in Council’s budget for the 
current year and in long-term financial planning. Current collection expenditure is 
approximately 13% of total library budget and is funded by general revenue (rates). 
 

Expenditure on Library Collections (includes physical, e-resources, and licencing) 
2022-2023 $417.578 
2023-2024 $376,660 
2024-2025 $381, 181 (on – track, 60% expended February 2025) 
2025-2026 $381, 181 (current draft budget) 

 

RISK IMPLICATIONS  

Risk Risk rating Proposed 
treatment 

Proposed risk 
rating 

Resourcing – 
within or 
additional 

There is a 
financial risk that 
Collection 
principles and 
access may not 
adhere to the 
Library Act and 
guidelines issued 
by the Library 
Council of NSW, 
which may lead to 
possible funding 
withdrawal from 
the State Library 
of NSW. 

High Adoption of 
new policy 

Low Within existing 
resources 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  
Management and delivery of Maitland libraries collections is in accordance with 
Maitland City Council’s Procurement and Asset Management Policies and Protocols. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
The revised policy reflects the legislative requirements for provision of public libraries 
under the Library Act 1939 (NSW), and associated Guidelines issued by the Library 
Council of NSW under s10 (5) of the Act. 

There is a 
reputational risk 
due to non-
standard 
approaches to 
customer inquiries 
regarding library 
collections which 
may lead to a lack 
of confidence in 
Council 
procedures and 
services. 

Medium Adoption of 
new policy 

Low Within existing 
resources 

There is a risk that 
the collection may 
be deemed 
inappropriate by 
sections of the 
community which 
may lead to 
negative staff 
interactions and 
reputation 
impacts for 
Council 

Medium Adoption of 
policy  
Staff training 
and onsite 
leadership 

Low Within existing 
resources 
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12.2 Year Round Grants Program Round Four 2024/2025 

FILE NO: 10/5/27 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Asset Strategy and Engineering  

AUTHOR: Operations Manager Asset Management 
Coordinator Community & Recreation Planning 
Graduate Community & Recreation Liaison Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.2 Ensure Council is financially sustainable and meets 
required levels of performance         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program aims to provide financial support to 
residents living in the Local Government Area (LGA) who are aspiring to achieve excellence 
at the highest levels in their chosen sport OR are seeking professional development or small 
project opportunities in the field of creative arts.  
  
This report presents to Council a recommendation to endorse the funding of four (4) 
applications and note the approval, under delegation, by the General Manager for funding 
of two (2) applications under Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program Round Four 
(4) 2024/2025.   
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 
1. Council approves the allocation of funds for Round Four (4) of the Year-Round Community 

Grants Program 2024/2025, as recommended in this report for applications numbered one 
(1) to four (4) in accordance with Section 356 of the Local Government Act, 1993.  

2. Council formally thanks all twelve (12) applicants for their submissions and advises them 
of Council's decision.    

3. Council note the funding of applicants numbered 5 (five) and 6 (six) as funded under the 
delegation of the General Manager in accordance with Section 377 of the Local Government 
Act 1993. 

 

REPORT 

Maitland City Council’s Year-Round Community Grants Program aims to provide financial 
support to individuals or teams from the Maitland LGA. It aims to help them reach their full 
potential in national or international sporting events, pursue professional development or 
undertake small creative arts projects.  
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Through our Year-Round Community Grants Programs, we aim to:  

• Provide applicants with support and encouragement that will help them to develop to 
their full potential within their chosen field.   

• Offer financial assistance to individuals or teams representing the Maitland LGA in 
sporting endeavours at national or international levels or individuals undertaking 
professional development opportunities or small project opportunities in their field of 
creative arts.  

  
The Year-Round Grants Program comprises one distinct sub program, being the Individual 
Development Grants Program, which has two distinctive subcategories:   
  

1. Sports  
 This subcategory provides support in recognition for an individual or team 
achievement in fields of competitive sport. This grant is open to applicants all year 
and provides funding to assist individuals/teams who have been selected, qualified 
or are nominated by a recognised peak body to represent and compete at national or 
international level. The funds are provided to assist with the travel and event related 
costs of attending sporting championships.  
 
Grant amounts allocated in recognition of representation and participation at a 
national or international level are as follows:  

  
• $540 for individuals selected to compete on behalf of NSW at a national competition 

or equivalent  
• $900 for individuals selected to compete on behalf of Australia at an international 

competition or equivalent  
• $1,200 for individuals competing at the Commonwealth Games  
• $1,800 for individuals competing at the Olympic Games  
• Teams – 25% of the level of support for each selected individual*  

  
*If Council identifies that individuals are part of a team, the level of support will be 
provided at a 25% level for each individual. Team applications will need to be 
submitted by a coach or equivalent instructor in the relevant field of competitive and 
recreational sport.  
  

2. Creative Arts  
 This subcategory is designed to support professional development opportunities for 
artists while also supporting small project initiatives. It aims to assist artists from 
diverse backgrounds and at all stages of their careers, encompassing a wide range of 
art forms and practices.  
  
Individuals can apply for up to $900 per application.  

 
Examples of funding proposals:  
 

• Support to develop a new exhibition, composition, or other artwork  
• Small community projects (for example to initiate classes, groups)  
• Creative production costs (e.g. printing, studio use, mastering)  
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• Small scale projects that do not employ others but have impact, practice 
development, marketing and distribution initiatives and/or capability development  

• Professional development and learning opportunities to support your chosen arts 
creative or heritage practice.  

 

At 11 February 2025 Council Meeting, in accordance with Section 377 of the Local 
Government Act 1993, Council delegated the approval of Individual Development Grants 
(Sports) stream to the General Manager, effective from the closing of Round 4 (28 February 
2025), in instances where assessment by the panel and approval by the elected Council 
would result in applicants being funded post attendance at their nominated event. 
 

Applications Received  
As these grants are Year-Round, applicants can apply at any time throughout the year with 
rounds closing periodically to allow assessment. Applications received after the closure date 
of a round, will be presented for assessment in the following round. Noting throughout the 
year there are five (5) closure dates. 
 
Applications for Round Four (4) of the Year-Round Community Grants Program 2024/2025 
closed Friday 28 February 2025. In response to the call for applications, twelve (12) 
applications were received.    
  
All applications received for Round Four (4) were related to the sports category.  
 
Council Officers acknowledge the action from Councillors at the 25 February 2025 Council 
meeting regarding increased promotion of the Creative Arts stream to increase awareness 
and applications. As a result of this, a socials post was published in late February promoting 
the Year-Round Individual Development Grants stream, particularly highlighting the 
Creative Arts stream. Following this, Council Officers did receive an enquiry from a 
community member regarding the Creative Arts stream however no applications were 
received for Round Four (4). 
 

CONSULTATION  

The Community Grants Assessment panel was consulted for their assessments as outlined in 
the ‘review and assessment’ section of this report.  
 
Council Officers have also been consulting internally with Libraries, Maitland Regional Art 
Gallery and Place Activation teams to identify additional promotional opportunities for the 
Creative Arts stream. It is anticipated that these additional promotional opportunities, in 
conjunction with increased social media, will create increased awareness and subsequently 
increased applications to the Creative Arts stream in the future. 
 
The General Manager was consulted for assessment of two (2) applications in line with 
Council resolution at the 11 February 2025 Council meeting and in line with Section 377 of the 
Local Government Act 1993. 
 
REVIEW AND ASSESSMENT  
In accordance with Council’s Community Grants Program Policy, the assessment of the 
twelve (12) applications for the Community Grants Program Year-Round categories was 
conducted by a Council Officer, with a final review of ten (10) applications completed by the  
Assessment Panel.  
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The assessment and approval of funding for two (2) applications were delegated to the 
General Manager. These applications identified their event occurs prior to the standard 
assessment process and as such, per the endorsement of Council at the 11 February 2025 
Council meeting, and in line with Section 377 of the Local Government Act 1993, the General 
Manager undertook this assessment. 
 
The Assessment Panel consists of two Councillors, a Mayoral representative and two 
independent community representatives. Members of the Assessment Panel were Mayor 
Philip Penfold, Cr Mike Yarrington, Cr Kristy Flannery, Catherine Weaver and Penny 
Chapman. There were no conflicts of interest declared by the Councillors or independent 
community representatives for Round Four (4), and as such, each application was reviewed 
by the five panel members.   
 
The following table provides a brief description of the applicants, the funding amount 
requested and the funding amount endorsed by the Community Grants Assessment Panel 
for Round Four (4) 2024/2025 as well as the funding of two (2) applicants as approved by 
the General Manager: 
 

  Applicant  
Name  

Level of 
Selection  

Type of sport  Amount 
Requested  

Amount 
Recommended  

Cumulative 
Total  

 Individual Development Grant Round Four (4)   
Assessment Panel Funding Recommendations 
1. Arwen 

Kavanagh 
National Softball $540.00 $540.00 $540.00 

2.  Jesus T Diamoy National Dragon Boating $540.00 $540.00 $1,080.00 
3.  Noah Powell National Softball  $540.00 $540.00 $1,620.00 
4.  Johnathan 

Priestley  
International  Football  $900.00 $900.00 $2,520.00 

Total Recommended Funding for Individual Development Grant Round Four (4)  $2,520.00 
 

Applicants funded within General Manager delegation  
5. Hunter Heath National Hockey $540.00 

 
$540.00 $540.00 

6. Arki Hearn International Ice Hockey $900.00 $900.00 $1,440.00  

Total Funding delegated by the General Manager for Individual Development Grant 
Round Four (4)  

$1,440.00 

 

Total Expenditure for Individual Development Grant Round Four (4)  $3,960.00 
 
Six (6) applications did not meet the eligibility and assessment criteria outlined in the 
Community Grants Program Guidelines due to varying reasons including but not limited to: 
supporting letters not provided or the sport not being recognised in line with the grant 
guideline requirements. These applicants were presented to the panel to confirm ineligibility 
and as such have been excluded from this report. These applicants will be notified that they 
were unsuccessful and provided with reasoning.   
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CONCLUSION 

With twelve (12) applications received, the Community Grants Assessment Panel are 
recommending full funding to four (4) of the submissions with two (2) applications having 
been funded within the General Manager’s delegation. Funded applications will assist in 
helping applicants reach their full potential in national or international sporting events. The 
Assessment panel funding recommendations in combination with the General Manager 
funded applications, totals $3,960.00 as outlined above, and is within available budget 
allocations. 
 
A further round will occur with the next round closing 30 April 2025. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The table below provides an overview of the expenditure to date for the Community Grants 
Program for 2024/2025 financial year.  
 
Source Amount 

(excl GST) 
Comments 

INCOME   
Section 356 Community Grants 
24/25 Budget 

$180,000.00 60% Community Projects Grants  
12% Community Celebrations 
Grants 
25% Individual Development  
3% Discretionary 

Section 356 Community Grants 
23/24 Budget rollover  

$21,462.00  Supplementary funding if any 
category expends funding and 
there are applications received that 
would otherwise be supported. 

CURRENT INCOME BUDGET $201,462.00  
   
EXPENDITURE   
Round One Biannual Grants 
Expenditure (completed) 

$69,451.00  

Round Two Biannual Grants 
Expenditure (completed)  

$56,340.50  

Rounds 1-3 Year Round Grants 
Expenditure (completed) 

$19,080.00  

Round 4 Year Round Grants 
(completed)  

$1,440.00 Endorsed and expended by the 
General Manager  

Proposed Round 4 Year Round Grants 
Funding Recommendations  

$2,520.00  

TOTAL COST $148,831.50  

RESULT $52,630.50 Remaining 24/25 budget available 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS    
Risk  Risk 

rating  
Proposed treatment  Proposed 

risk rating  
Resourcing – 
within or 
additional  

Image/Reputation -  
There is a risk of the 
recommended applications not 
being funded that may lead to 
poor community outcomes.  
  

Medium  Council endorse the 
recommended 
applications for funding.  

Low  Existing 
resources  

Financial  
There is a risk of grant funding 
being used by applicants for 
something other than the 
identified project that may lead 
to misuse of Council funding.  
  

Medium  Funding agreements will 
be developed that outline 
the requirements of 
expenditure including that 
funds cannot be spent on 
anything outside of the 
project scope. Acquittals 
will also need to be 
completed by applicants.  

Low  Existing 
resources  

Image / Reputation  
There is a risk of failing to offer 
financial support to applicants 
which may lead to a fractured 
reputation for Council within the 
community.  
  

Medium  Council endorse the 
recommended 
applications for funding, 
upholding Council’s 
commitment to financially 
support community 
initiatives.  

Low  Existing 
resources  

Image / Reputation  
There is a risk of perceived lack 
of transparency regarding 
funding allocations which may 
lead to a damaged reputation 
within the community.   
  

Medium  Eligibility and assessment 
criteria for the program is 
available on Council’s 
website which provides 
transparency regarding 
the assessment process, 
additionally scoring is 
completed by the panel 
which subsequently 
identifies funding.  

Low  Existing 
resources  

Financial  
There is a risk of confusion 
around remaining available 
budget by the panel, where 
assessment is completed by the 
GM which may lead to incorrect 
funding recommendations being 
made by the panel. 

Medium 

Council Officers report to 
Council, outlining 
recommendations made 
by the GM, and resulting 
budgetary impacts. 
Council Officers regularly 
advise the Assessment 
Panel as to the 
expenditure and 
remaining funds available. 

Low 
Within existing 
resources 
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POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter refers to the Community Grants Program Policy and associated documents 
including guidelines and the Assessment Panel Terms of Reference. This policy provides 
direction on the types of programs that are funded, standard eligibility criteria for 
applicants and the governance and appeals processes for this program. This matter is in 
accordance with Council’s adopted Code of Conduct. 
 
The determination of the two (2) applications by the General Manager is in accordance with 
resolution three (3) of the 11 February 2025 Council meeting. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

This matter is in accordance with Section 356 and Section 377 of the Local Government Act 
1993.  
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12.3 Local Traffic Committee Meeting Minutes (March 2025) 

FILE NO: 140/5 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Local Traffic Committee Minutes 6 March 2025 
(Under Separate Cover)  

2. Item 5.1 Level Up at the Levee - Event Traffic & 
Transport Management  

3. Item 5.2 Hunter Valley Outdoor Show 2025 - Event 
Traffic & Transport Management   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Director City Services 
Manager Asset Strategy and Engineering  

AUTHOR: Operations Manager Transport & Infrastructure 
Engineering 
Traffic Management Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 2 To easily get to where we want to go 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 2.2.2 Make our roads safer through the timely delivery of 
road maintenance and safety programs         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

The minutes of Maitland City Council’s Local Traffic Committee meeting held Thursday 6 
March 2025 are attached for information.  At this meeting temporary road closure 
applications were considered and endorsed for acceptance for two (2) events.  Council 
resolution is required to implement the temporary road closures associated with the 
management of the events. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. The Local Traffic Committee meeting minutes of 6 March 2025 be noted. 

2. Council approve the traffic management plans and road closures for the 
following events as recommended in the attached reports: 

a. Level up at The Levee – Event Traffic & Transport Management 
 

b. Hunter Valley Outdoor Show 2025 – Event Traffic & Transport 
Management 

REPORT 
 

The minutes of Maitland City Council’s Local Traffic Committee (LTC) Meeting held Thursday 
6 March 2025 are attached for information.  The LTC recommended regulatory items 
contained within these minutes have been authorised by the General Manager under 
Council’s Instrument of Delegated Authority, dated 8 November 2022. 
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Two (2) events involving temporary road closures were considered and endorsed for 
acceptance by Local Traffic Committee at the meeting held 6 February 2025 as tabled 
below. 
 

Events / Road Closure Event Timeframe 

Level up at The Levee 3 May 2025 

Hunter Valley Outdoor Show 2025 23 – 25 May 2025 

 
Approval is sought to implement the temporary road closures associated with the traffic and 
transport management as recommended for the (2) events.  The agenda items with 
recommended closures for the above events are attached. 
 
CONCLUSION 

Approval be sought to implement the temporary road closures associated with the traffic 
and transport management for the events as reported to and recommended for acceptance 
by the LTC at the meeting held 6 March 2025 as noted above.  
 
CONSULTATION 

In accordance with the Roads Act, the above events / road closures were advertised in the 
local newspaper for a period of 28 days to allow the public to submit any comment. This is 
also advertised on TfNSW’s OneRoad platform.  
 
Event / Road Closure Notification Publication Date 

Level up at The Levee Friday 21 February 2025 
Hunter Valley Outdoor Show 2025 Friday 31 January 2025 

 
Items presented to Local Traffic Committee provide further comment on the consultation 
processes that have been followed for the above items including the consideration of any 
received responses.  Items are discussed with all Local Traffic Committee participants prior 
to concluding recommendations.  
 
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The costs associated with application assessment and road closure advertising are charged 
in accordance with Councils adopted fees and charges. Council costs associated with 
providing regulatory signage and line marking are to be incorporated within existing CAPEX 
or OPEX budget allocations. Council organized event road closures are to be funded by the 
events budget. 
 
All third party works, events and road closures, including works associated with subdivisions 
are at their cost. 
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RISK IMPLICATIONS 

Risk  Risk 
Ratin
g  

Proposed Treatment  Propose
d Risk 
Rating  

Resourcing   

There is a risk of the 
proposed works 
increasing Councils assets 
base that may lead to 
increased maintenance 
and resourcing 
requirements. 

High Anticipated increases 
are expected to be 
negligible to minor for 
inclusion within total 
assets base. 

Low Use existing 
resources for 
ongoing 
management and 
maintenance. 

There is a risk of the 
proposed event traffic & 
transport management 
being unsuitable that may 
lead to changes being 
required to the event 
traffic management. 
 
 

Med Review and 
recommendation for 
temporary road 
closures approval has 
occurred through 
Local Traffic 
Committee reducing 
the potential for this 
risk. 

Low Use existing 
resources for 
ongoing 
assessment and 
recommendations. 

There is a risk of publicised 
events not proceeding if 
approval is not granted for 
the associated road 
closures that may lead to 
reputational damage to 
Council for not 
appropriately managing 
the event approval 
process in a timely 
manner. 

High Application processes 
allow for adequate 
time to assess and 
process applications 
to ensure road 
closures can be 
recommended for 
approval in advance 
of the event. 

Low Use existing 
resources for 
ongoing 
assessment and 
recommendations. 

 

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

This report relates to and is consistent with Councils adopted policies including: 
• Asset Management Policy and associated adopted Asset Management Strategy and 

Asset Management Plans. 
• Activities on Public Roads. 
• Events Policy 

 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The process associated with Local Traffic Committee and approval for works and event road 
closures is in line with relevant provisions including Section 115 of the Roads Act 1993. 
 

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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13 Customer and Digital Services 

13.1 AI Use Policy  

FILE NO: 118/1 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft AI Use Policy   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Customer & Digital Services  

AUTHOR: Manager Enterprise Architecture  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.4 Implement and maintain a contemporary 
governance, audit and risk framework         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 

Maitland City Council’s AI Use Policy outlines a proactive and transparent approach to the 
adoption and management of Artificial Intelligence (AI) across Council operations. 
Developed in line with ethical standards and privacy legislation, this policy ensures AI is 
used to enhance service delivery while protecting the rights of the community. 
 
Key features include strong human oversight, prohibitions on automated decision-making 
with significant impact, bias monitoring, and robust safeguards against misuse. The policy 
also mandates transparency about AI applications, periodic audits, and community 
reporting. It positions the Council as a responsible leader in ethical technology adoption and 
digital governance. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT  
 

1. Council endorses the draft AI Use Policy (Attachment 1) to be placed on public 
exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2. Should there be no submissions of objection; 

a. Council adopts the AI Use Policy. 

b. Council delegates any minor changes of the Policy to the General 
Manager. Any significant changes will result in a further report and 
recommendation to Council. 

 

REPORT 

In response to the increasing role of Artificial Intelligence in local government services, 
Maitland City Council has developed its first AI Use Policy. The policy provides a governance 
framework to guide the use, implementation, and review of AI technologies to ensure they 
align with legal, ethical, and community expectations. 
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AI applications covered by the policy include customer service chatbots, urban planning 
tools, environmental monitoring systems, emergency management enhancements, and 

more. All applications are subject to rigorous review processes and must comply with strict 
privacy, security, and ethical standards. 
 
The policy includes detailed safeguards such as data de-identification, fairness testing, 
human oversight, and annual public transparency reports. These measures reflect the 
Council’s dedication to building community trust in the responsible and beneficial use of 
emerging technologies. 
 

NOTABLE ASPECTS OF THE POLICY 

 

• Transparency and Ethics: Clear community notification, annual AI reports, and 
engagement mechanisms 

• Human Oversight: Significant decisions cannot be made solely by AI; staff are 
trained to oversee and verify AI outputs 

• Data Protection: Use of anonymised data only, with no sensitive or personally 
identifiable information input into AI systems 

• Accountability: Governance groups and officers established to review, approve, and 
monitor all AI-related activities 

• Bias Monitoring: AI systems undergo fairness and bias assessments before and 
during deployment 

• Security: AI included under Council’s Cyber and Data Incident Response Plan 

CONCLUSION 
 

This AI Use Policy positions Maitland City Council at the forefront of ethical and responsible 
technology adoption in the public sector. By committing to fairness, transparency, and 
community safety, the Council demonstrates leadership in using digital innovation to 
enhance services without compromising public trust. Public exhibition will allow further input 
from the community, ensuring this policy reflects shared values and expectations. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS 
 

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council’s adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
 
POLICY IMPLICATIONS 
 
Adoption of this new policy will result in its inclusion in Council’s Policy Register and support 
the implementation of emerging technology governance. 
 
STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS 

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
The policy supports compliance with other applicable laws, including: 

• Privacy and Personal Information Protection Act 1998 (NSW) 
• Anti-Discrimination Act 1977 (NSW) 
• Government Information (Public Access) Act 2009 (NSW) 
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14 People and Performance 

14.1 Community Engagement Policy 

FILE NO: 35/74/4 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Community Engagement Policy 2022  
2. Community Engagement Policy 2024   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager People and Performance  

AUTHOR: Manager Communications, Marketing and Engagement 
Strategic Engagement Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 14 To have elected leaders that look out for us 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 14.1.1 Increase opportunities for all members of our 
community to have their say in decision making         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The purpose of this report is for Council to consider the draft Community Engagement Policy  
2024 after the public exhibition period. The Community Engagement Policy provides a 
framework for effective consultation practice across Council, and has been updated to align 
with the recently revised and adopted Communications and Engagement Strategy 2024- 
2028.  
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council rescind the existing Community Engagement Policy 2022 (Attachment 1) 

2. Council adopt the draft Community Engagement Policy 2024 (Attachment 2) 
 

REPORT 

The Community Engagement Policy outlines Council’s commitment to engagement, 
principles of effective community engagement, and the Community Engagement 
Framework.  
 

The changes in the Community Engagement Policy 2024 from the previous Community 

Engagement Policy 2022 are as follows-  
 

• Item 2: Principles of Community Engagement (page 1) – the referenced Guiding 
Principles have been updated to reflect Council’s updated Guiding Principles.  

• Item 3: Community Engagement Framework (page 2)– The Communications and 
Engagement Action Plan has been moved from an internal document to the external 
Strategy to support the facilitation of the priorities 

• The IAP2 Spectrum of Public Participation graphic (page 3) has been updated to 
reflect the entire spectrum, including the empower spectrum level.  
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At its meeting on 10 December 2024, Council endorsed the draft Policy for public exhibition 
for a minimum of 28 days, and the community was encouraged to provide feedback.      
 
During the exhibition period from 19 February 2025 to 19 March 2025, and no submissions 
were received.  
 
No changes have been made to the draft Policy as a result of the public exhibition process.  
 

CONCLUSION 

Based on no submissions having been received on the draft Policy, it is recommended that 
Council rescind the existing Community Engagement Policy 2022 and adopts the draft 
Engagement Policy 2024 with no changes. 

 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The adoption of a new Brand Management Policy will result in an amendment to Council's 
Policy Register. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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14.2 Brand Management Policy 

FILE NO: 139/95 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft Brand Management Policy 2025   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager People and Performance  

AUTHOR: Manager Communications, Marketing and Engagement 
Team Leader Marketing  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.3.2 Increase understanding of Council activities 
through accessible and clear messaging and information         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The draft Brand Management Policy, part of Maitland City Council’s 2024 brand refresh, 
protects and enhances Brand Maitland, prevents misuse, and ensures consistency by staff 
and external parties. 
 
The draft Brand Management Policy is being presented to Council for endorsement to be 
placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council endorses the Brand Management Policy (Attachment 1) to be placed on 
public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2. Should there be no submissions of objection; 

a. Council adopts the Brand Management Policy. 

b. Council delegates any minor changes of the Policy to the General 
Manager. Any significant changes will result in a further report and 
recommendation to Council. 

 

REPORT 

The Brand Management Policy is a new policy that establishes our guidelines for maintaining 
a consistent, professional, and recognisable brand identity. It helps protect the brand’s 
integrity by regulating its use, preventing misuse by staff or external parties, and ensuring 
all branding aligns with our values and messaging. This policy provides a framework for 
applying logos, colors, and other brand elements across various platforms, enhancing 
credibility, trust, and public recognition. 
 
The 2024 refreshed Brand Maitland continues to be rolled out across all collateral and 
channels and this policy will ensure the correct and consistent use of the branding in the 
future.  
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CONCLUSION 

The draft Brand Management Policy, presented for endorsement will protect and 
enhance Brand Maitland and provide guidance on the correct use of the brand 
elements. 
  
FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

The adoption of a new Brand Management Policy will result in an amendment to Council's 
Policy Register. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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14.3 Petitions Policy 

FILE NO: 142/1 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Draft Receipt of Petitions Policy  
2. Receipt of Petitions Policy_25 February 2020   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager 
Executive Manager People and Performance  

AUTHOR: Office Manager 
Manager Communications, Marketing and Engagement  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.4 Implement and maintain a contemporary 
governance, audit and risk framework         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Receipt of Petitions Policy is due for review, and this report presents a revised draft 
Policy for adoption.  
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 

THAT 
 

1. Council endorses the revised Receipt of Petitions Policy (Attachment 1) to be 
placed on public exhibition for a period of 28 days. 

2. Should there be no submissions of objection; 

a. Council adopts the Receipt of Petitions Policy. 

b. Council delegates any minor changes of the Policy to the General 
Manager. Any significant changes will result in a further report and 
recommendation to Council. 

REPORT 

The Receipt of Petitions Policy (Attachment 2) was last presented to Council on 25 February 
2020. Upon review of the current policy, it was noted that some of the information was out 
of date.  
 
The following information has been updated; Policy Scope, Content of Petitions, Electronic 
Petitions, company address and email address for lodgement, the process for assessment of 
petitions, a definitions section has been added, and the determination of petitions has been 
updated to include that petitions will be reported back to Council within 3 months of the 
receipt of the petition. 
 
The changes to the policy are highlighted in the attached draft (Attachment 1).  
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CONCLUSION 

It is recommended that Council adopt the revised Petitions Policy. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

This matter has no direct financial impact upon Council's adopted budget or forward 
estimates. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

If the revised policy is adopted, this will result in an amendment to Council’s policy register.  
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

There are no statutory implications under the Local Government Act 1993 with this matter. 
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15 Finance 

15.1 Statement of Investments as at 31 March 2025 

FILE NO: 82/2 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Council's Holdings as at 31 March 2025   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager Finance 
Manager Financial Reporting  

AUTHOR: Financial Accountant  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.2 Ensure Council is financially sustainable and meets 
required levels of performance         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
 
Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulation 2021 required Council to report on 
its investments. 
 
As at the end of March 2025, Council had investments totaling $223,442,854 under 
management. 
 
 
Council’s investment portfolio recorded a marked-to-market return of 4.42% per annum 
versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 4.16% per annum. The actual investment 
return for the month of March was $844,438, an unfavourable variance of $77,363 when 
compared to the revised monthly budget forecasts of $921,801. This reflects a timing issue 
with the QBR 2 forecast and not an expected full year unfavourable variance trend. 
 
The actual year to date investment return at March was $8,801,794, reflecting a favourable 
variance of $505,585 on the year to date budget forecast of $8,296,209.  
 
Council remains fully compliant with all Investment Policy requirements. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT 
 
1. The report indicating Council’s Funds Management position be received and 

noted. 

2. The certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer be noted and the report 
adopted. 
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REPORT 

For the month of March 2025, Council has total cash on call and investments of 
$223,442,854 comprising: 

• On call accounts $6,117,854 
• Investments $217,325,000 

This is compared to the month of February 2025 where Council had $226,235,016 under 
management. The decrease in Council’s investment holdings is due to the expected increase 
in expenditure during the month. 
 
Whilst Council has in excess of $200 million under management, 59% of the portfolio is 
externally restricted funds, pertaining to developer contributions and domestic waste 
management reserves. 
 
In March, Council’s investment portfolio recorded a marked-to-market return of 4.42% per 
annum versus the bank bill index benchmark return of 4.16% per annum. Over the past 12 
months, the investment portfolio has returned a marked-to-market return of 5.27%, versus 
the bank bill index benchmark’s 4.46%.  
 
Without marked-to-market influences, Council’s investment portfolio yielded 5.11% per 
annum for the month. This is based on the actual interest income being earned on existing 
investments and excludes the underlying changes to the market value of the bonds in the 
portfolio.  
 
During March, Council had maturities of $8 million across three deposits with original terms 
of 9, 10, and 12 months which were paying an average of 5.17% per annum. A $2 million 
Bendigo/Adelaide Bank 3 year Floating Rate Note paying 3 month Bank Bill Swap Rate 
+0.98% per annum also matured during the month.  
  
For its long term portfolio, Council invested: 
▪ $4 million in a new 19 month term deposit from The Mutual paying of 4.65% per 

annum.  
▪ $3.2 million in a new 5 year senior ranked floating rate note from National Australia 

Bank paying quarterly interest of 3 month Bank Bill Swap Rate +0.83% per annum, 
currently 4.94% per annum.  

▪ $2.5 million in a new 3 year senior ranked floating rate note from Beyond Bank 
paying quarterly interest of 3 month Bank Bill Swap Rate +1.15% per annum, currently 
5.26% per annum. 

 
Council has a well-diversified portfolio invested among a range of term deposits, fixed rate 
bonds and floating rate notes from highly rated Australian authorized deposit-taking 
institutions. 
 
Global issues – Commentary provided by Prudential Investment Services: 
 
▪ Globally, United States tariffs and reciprocal tariffs continue to dominate the news. 

On top of the tariffs already levied, including the no-exemption 25% tariff on all steel 
and aluminium imports to the United States. President Trump announced a new 25% 
on all imported cars and car parts to take effect on April 3.  
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▪ The tariff announcements, combined with cuts to the United States federal workforce 
and government services at a time that the labour market is cooling down and 
household savings are running low, are increasing the risk of a United States 
recession.  Consequently, latest United States consumer confidence data slumped to 
its lowest reading in nearly 10 years (outside of the pandemic).  

▪ In China, latest economic data showed a slight acceleration in the growth of retail 
sales, industrial production and investment. Property sales and home prices fell, but 
less than a year ago. China is ramping up policy stimulus for consumers including 
measures to boost incomes and stabilise wealth, strengthen pensions and healthcare 
and possibly a childcare subsidy. 

▪ The ongoing uncertainty and concerns of a growing global trade tensions contributed 
to share markets slumping in the United States (-5.6%), Europe (-3.8%) and Australia 
(-3.5%). With falls of over 3% in three of the last four months, Australian shares are 
now recording only a modest 12 month return of 2.20%. All major sectors retreated 
during March with the exception of Utilities which were up 1.5%. 

 
Domestic issues – Commentary provided by Prudential Investment Services:  
 
▪ The main threat to Australia of the United States President Trump’s trade war lies in 

the impact it will have to global trade and economic growth leading to less demand 
for our exports, particularly from China. 

▪ The latest quarterly Gross Domestic Product release showed Australia’s economy rose 
by 1.3% year over year and 0.60% for the quarter ending December, the highest 
quarterly result in two years.  Economists are forecasting growth of 2% over the 
course of 2025.  

▪ Consumer confidence data rose to a three year high in March with households 
expressing that the environment for buying major items is improving.  

▪ Latest employment data was mixed with employment and participation both lower 
and the unemployment rate steady at 4.1%. 

▪ The monthly Consumer Price Index data for February showed inflation at +2.4% over 
the year, slightly lower than estimates.  The underlying ‘trimmed mean’ inflation fell 
from 2.9% to 2.7% year over year. In good news for cost-of-living pressures, prices for 
food, clothing, and footwear all eased. The biggest decrease was in electricity prices 
due to the government rebates.  

▪ The Federal Government handed down the 2025-2026 Federal Budget. Deficits of 
around 1-1.5% of GDP are forecast over the next 10 years as a result of structural 
pressures from higher interest costs, NDIS, aged care and defence. 

 
Interest rates 
 
▪ Following its April 1st meeting, the RBA kept the official cash rate unchanged at 

4.10% per annum.  
▪ The RBA noted that uncertainty about the outlook abroad remains significant with 

announcements from the United States on tariffs having an impact on confidence 
globally. Many central banks have eased monetary policy since the start of the year, 
but they have become increasingly attentive to the evolving risks from recent global 
policy developments. 

▪ The market is pricing in two more rate cuts of 25 basis points in 2025, one by July 
and then one more by October: 
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▪ Term deposit rates across the 1 to 10 month range were up slightly over the month, 

with the biggest gain in the 5 to 7 month range of ~ 9 basis points. Twelve month 
rates were largely unchanged while 2-4 year rates slipped lower:   
 

 
 
All market commentary is provided by Prudential Investment Services who advise on the 
management of Council’s investment portfolio. 
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PORTFOLIO ANALYSIS 
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STATEMENT OF COMPLIANCE 
 

Portfolio Performance vs 90 day Bank 
Bill Index ✓ 

Council’s investment performance did 
exceed the benchmark for the month 
of March 2025 

 
Investment Policy Requirement 

Legislative requirements ✓ Fully compliant 
Portfolio credit rating limit ✓ Fully compliant 
Institutional exposure limits ✓ Fully compliant 
Term to maturity limits ✓ Fully compliant 

 
Investment Performance v Benchmark 

Term Investment 
Portfolio Return 

Benchmark: Bloomberg AusBond 
90 day Bank Bill Index 

RBA cash rate 

1 month 4.42% 4.16% 4.10% 
3 months 5.16% 4.42% 4.19% 
6 months 5.20% 4.46% 4.27% 
FYTD 5.31% 4.47% 4.30% 
12 months 5.27% 4.46% 4.31% 
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CONCLUSION 

Certification of the Responsible Accounting Officer 
 
The Responsible Accounting Officer certifies that the investments listed in the attached 
report have been made in accordance with Section 625 of the Local Government act 1993, 
Clause 212 of the Local Government (General) Regulations 2021 and Council’s Investment 
Policy. 
 

FINANCIAL IMPLICATIONS  

The actual investment return for the month of March was $844,438. This amounts to an 
unfavourable variance of $77,363 when compared to the monthly budget forecasts of 
$921,801.  
The year-to-date budget forecast for investment returns is $8,296,209. The actual 
investment returns for the year-to-date are $8,801,794, amounting to a favourable variance 
of $505,585 which can be attributed to the current high interest rate environment. 
  

POLICY IMPLICATIONS  

Council’s investments are made in accordance with Council’s Investment Policy. 
 

STATUTORY IMPLICATIONS  

The above amounts have been invested and reported in accordance with: 
• Section 625 of the Local Government Act 1993 
• Clause 212 of the Local Government (general) Regulation 2021 
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16 Items for Information 

16.1 Councillor Notice of Motions - Q3 Progress Update 

FILE NO: 35/7 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  Councillor Notice of Motions - Q3 Progress Report   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Office Manager 
General Manager  

AUTHOR: Team Leader OGM  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 14 To have elected leaders that look out for us 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 14.3.1 Ensure Councillors have access to professional 
development and support required to enable them to best 
fulfill their role         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
At Council Meeting 10 December 2024, Council endorsed reporting quarterly on councillor 
motions which have been carried, including an action plan outlining progress of each 
resolution. The purpose of this report is to provide a progress update on Mayoral Minutes 
and Councillor Notice of Motions presented to Council.  
 
OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT the information contained in this Report be noted. 
 

REPORT 

Councillor Notice of Motions are actioned by the relevant departments of Council following 
endorsement at Council Meetings. The period of 1 December 2021 to 31 March 2025 has seen 
a total of 76 Mayoral Minutes and Notice of Motions carried at Council Meetings.  
 
The attached table identifies all Motions, including their current status. Any items identified 
as being in progress or ongoing include a summary of the current work being taken to 
complete the action.  
 
Once the status of a Motion has been updated to a completed status it will no longer be 
included in ongoing quarterly reports. 
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16.2 Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) Meeting Minutes - 
February 2025 

FILE NO: 81/26 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  ARIC Meeting Minutes 11 February 2025   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: Executive Manager People and Performance 
Manager Enterprise Risk, Health & Safety  

AUTHOR: Senior Risk and Audit Officer  

MAITLAND +10 Outcome 15 To have an effective and efficient Council 

COUNCIL OBJECTIVE: 15.1.4 Implement and maintain a contemporary 
governance, audit and risk framework         

 

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY 
 
The Audit Risk and Improvement Committee (ARIC) meeting for February was held on 11 
February 2025.  The adopted minutes of the meeting are submitted to Council for 
information. 
 

OFFICER’S RECOMMENDATION 
 
THAT Council note the minutes from the ARIC Meeting of 11 February 2025. 
 

REPORT 

The adopted minutes of the ARIC meeting held on 11 February 2025 are attached for 
information.  
 
ARIC considered a range of reports at the February meeting including the External and 
Internal Audit updates, 2nd Qtr 24/25 Budget Review, Operational Plan update, 
Communication & Engagement Strategy and updates on ERM, WHS, Risk, Fraud & 
Corruption. 
 
The meeting was attended by Council’s external audit partner, Prosperity, and Council’s 
Internal Audit provider, PKF. 
 

CONCLUSION 
 
Council’s ARIC met on 11 February 2025 and the endorsed minutes are attached. 
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17 Notices of Motion/Rescission 

17.1 East Maitland Cemetery 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Mitchell Griffin 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Mitchell Griffin  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the 
next Council Meeting being held on 15 April 2025:  
 
THAT  
 
1.  Council investigates the provision of the following items at the East Maitland 

Cemetery (including Catholic, Church of England, Baptist and non-
Denomination). 
•  Kerb, guttering and drainage. 
•  Appropriate roadside parking for visitors 
•  Replanting of previous bottle brush trees which were removed as part of the 
fence        construction 
 

2.  Council make considerations for the provision of these items as part of their 
2025-2028 operational plans and capital works program.  

BACKGROUND 
 
For many years the roadside of Raymond Terrace Road at the East Maitland Cemetery has 
been in very poor condition. This includes no current kerb and guttering leading to regular 
potholes in the mud after wet weather events. These holes regularly cause damage to 
vehicles who park at the cemetery from driving through these holes, which are regularly 
obscured by long grass which has grown as a result of the wet weather.  
 
Furthermore, the parking area regularly sees flash flooding which occurs near the Metford 
Road roundabout, where water covers half of the west bound lane due to lack of drainage. 
 
The lack of proper parking, drainage as well as kerb and guttering is a disrespectful look to 
people who visit the cemetery, or come to pay respects to a loved one who has recently 
passed away.  
 
The provision of kerb, guttering and parking would ensure that the water is properly drained 
away from the site and does not pose a risk to the integrity of the road, as well as road 
users.  
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It is also noted that the bottle brush plants which were planted at the Catholic section of the 
cemetery were mostly removed when the new fencing was installed at the cemetery without 
replacement. These plants were originally planted following a resolution of council to provide 
privacy to mourners whilst adding to the dignity of the site. This motion also calls for these 
plants to be replanted along the fence line.  

RESPONSE BY DIRECTOR CITY SERVICES 

Council staff are aware of the issues and have previously discussed these with Transport for 
NSW who are the owners of Raymond Terrace Road.  
 
Staff will make contact again with Transport for NSW and also develop options to address 
the issues that have been raised in this NoM. 
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17.2 1955 Flood Boat  

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Mitchell Griffin 

FILE NO: 35/44/1 

ATTACHMENTS: 1.  1955 Flood Boat - Phoebe Dunbar located in the 
MAC foyer   

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Mitchell Griffin  has indicated his/her intention to move the following Notice of Motion at 
the next Council Meeting being held on 15 April 2025:  
 
THAT Council staff investigate the possibility of the display of the 1955 Flood Boat in 
the Maitland Administration Centre foyer on a permanent basis. 
 

BACKGROUND 
 
Over the months of February and March Maitland City Council held an exhibition in the foyer 
of the Maitland Administration Centre for the anniversary of the 1955 Maitland Flood. One of 
the popular exhibits from this display was the 1955 Flood Boat which was placed in the 
centre of the foyer. The flood boat still holds a special place in our city history, as one of the 
boats used to rescue people across our city.  
 
Following the recent Senior Citizens Expo I have received a number of requests for the boat 
to remain in the foyer (either sunken floor or main foyer) as a permanent reminder of the 
city's flood history. This feedback was from community members from various community 
groups, and also included former councillors and Mayors.  
 
The proposal allows for the reuniting of the boat with its oars which were previously on 
display in the Town Hall stairwell prior to the refurbishment. 

RESPONSE BY DIRECTOR CITY SERVICES 

Staff will undertake a review and identify potential display locations alongside opportunities 
and challenges that relate to the proposal. A further report will be provided to the June 2025 
meeting of Council. 
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17.3 Addressing the Infrastructure Backlog 

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Ken Jordan 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Ken Jordan  has indicated his intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the 
next Council Meeting being held on 15 April 2025:  
 
THAT 
 
This motion seeks Councillors commitment to proactively tackle the infrastructure 
deficit — not only as a fiscal responsibility but as an investment in the wellbeing and 
future of Maitland’s existing and growing population. 
 
As a starting point and while work is undertaken on the development of strategic 
Asset Management Plans and other infrastructure strategies, Council staff should 
undertake appropriate community engagement and prepare a 4-year program that 
provides for: 
 

• A breakdown of priority projects requiring immediate attention, with a focus on 
community-critical infrastructure such as sporting fields and amenities, public 
parks and playgrounds, libraries, community halls, roads, drainage, and 
footpaths. 

• Identification of potential funding sources, including but not limited to council 
contributions, state and federal government grants, partnerships, and 
innovative financing models to accelerate delivery. 

• A proposed delivery program that includes clear timelines ensuring 
accountability and progress tracking. 

• A collaboration plan with government partners to explore co-investment 
opportunities that leverage available support for regional infrastructure 
renewal. 

BACKGROUND 

Similar to many Councils across the state, asset management is a strategic challenge and 
needs to be of the highest priority. Not getting this right is a significant barrier to the city’s 
long-term growth, liveability, and community wellbeing. This backlog directly impacts the 
condition and availability of essential community assets — from local roads and drainage to 
sporting fields, change rooms, community parks, playgrounds, libraries, and community 
halls. These are the spaces where our residents come together, stay active, learn, and 
connect — and many are in urgent need of maintenance or renewal. 
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Neglecting this backlog risks worsening asset degradation, limiting access to safe and 
inclusive spaces, and missing opportunities to support the physical, social, and economic 
vitality of our community. 
 
To address this, Maitland City Council should ensure our Asset Management Plans, Long 
Term Financial Plan and Capital Works program have clear focus and priority on addressing 
this issue in a timely manner. 

RESPONSE BY DIRECTOR CITY SERVICES 

City Services staff have commenced work that is consistent with what is identified in this 
Notice of Motion. Staff will provide a report to Council by July 2025 to outline the proposed 
approach to progress the Notice of Motion. 
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17.4 Urgent Audit of Council Commercial Property Holdings and Performance  

Notice of Motion Submitted by Cr Race Barstow 

FILE NO: 35/7/4 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Race Barstow  has indicated her intention to move the following Notice of Motion at the 
next Council Meeting being held on 15 April 2025:  
 
THAT  
 
Council staff provide a report within 6 months and as a matter of priority detailing all 
Council operational land and assets that are held for commercial purposes including: 

• A list of all operational land and assets that details annual revenue and current 
tenancy/usage arrangements; 

• Details on current utilisation rates for each building asset  
• An estimated written down value and full replacement cost for each building 

and 
• Indication of any potential dealings that are in progress or imminent for each 

site 
 
Background 

 
Council needs to continue to focus on increasing its non-rates-based income streams. Our 
operational property portfolio is one opportunity to support this endeavour.  Councils 
2023/24 Financial statements indicate the need to address the state of our assets. This 
includes the land and assets we hold in our operational land portfolio for commercial 
imperatives. 
  
A clear, up to date picture of our operational land portfolio performance will support long-
term financial planning and demonstrate Council's commitment to responsible asset 
stewardship and the creation of additional non-rates based income on behalf of our 
residents. This data will also provide an invaluable source of information to the proposed 
Property Advisory Panel that was part of the recommendations to the Council meeting 18 
March 2025. 
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18 Questions with Notice 

18.1 Status of Grants for Walka Water Works & Maitland Gaol 

Submitted by Cr Philip Penfold 

FILE NO: 35/7/2 

ATTACHMENTS: Nil  

RESPONSIBLE OFFICER: General Manager          
 

Cr Philip Penfold has asked the following Question With Notice for the Council Meeting being 
held on 15 April 2025:  
 
Please provide an overview of the current status of the NSW Government Regional Tourism 
Activation Fund (RTAF) Grants and any federal grants that were awarded to Council for 
Walka Water Works and Maitland Gaol.  

RESPONSE BY GENERAL MANAGER 

Walka Water Works 
On 16th of March 2023, The Department of Regional NSW executed a Funding Deed with 
Maitland City Council for $10,000,000 funding for the delivery of the Walka Water Works 
Redevelopment project. This funding deed was awarded from the NSW Regional Tourism 
Activation fund (RTAF). 
 
In 2024 Council submitted a variation request to the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development (formerly Department of Regional NSW), proposing to remove the 
accommodation element from the project and redirect that portion of the funding to the 
remediation of the pumphouse building.  
  
Council was advised formally by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development that the variation request was declined, and the agreement had been 
terminated on 4 February 2025, with effect from 16 December 2024. Council has returned 
the unspent grant funds to the Department, totalling $2,500,000. The residual $7,500,000 
was never provided to Council. 
  
There are currently no federal grants allocated to works being undertaken at the Walka 
Water Works site. 
 
Maitland Gaol 
The Maitland Gaol Redevelopment project received funding of $5,481,670 from the NSW 
Government under the Regional Tourism Activation Fund and $5,000,000 in funding from 
the Australian Government under the Regional Recovery Partnerships Program. Council has 
also committed $1,700,000 to the project.  
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In 2024 Council submitted a variation request to the Department of Primary Industries and 
Regional Development, proposing to reduce the scope of the grant funded project to ensure 
the works could be delivered within the funding envelope available.   
  
Council was advised formally by the Department of Primary Industries and Regional 
Development that the variation request was declined on 19 March 2025. Council’s General 
Manager met with the Minister for Regional NSW, Tara Moriarty and the Member for 
Maitland, Jenny Aitchison on 27 March 2025 to request the Minister for Regional NSW review 
the Department’s decision to decline the variation request. The outcome of that request for 
review is not yet known. 
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19 Urgent Business   

20 Committee of the Whole    

21 Committee of the Whole Recommendations 

22 Closure 
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